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A REACH Center of Excellence in the Elimination of Dispatrities (CEED)

Racial and Ethnic Approaches to Community Health Across the U.S. (REACH U.S.) is a
national Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) program aimed at eliminating
racial and ethnic health disparities. It utilizes community-based approaches to reduce

the burden of chronic illness in specific at-risk populations. There are 18 REACH Centers
of Excellence in the Elimination of Disparities. They serve as national expert centers
implementing, coordinating, refining, and disseminating programmatic activities designed
to eliminate health disparities.

ISSUE

The Pacific Center of Excellence in the Elimination of Disparities) is located at the University
of Hawaii in Honolulu. The program strives to develop a comprehensive model program
promoting the elimination of breast and cervical cancer disparities among women in the
US Affiliated Pacific Island Jurisdictions (USAPI), specifically the Territory of Guam, Territory
of American Samoa, Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, the Republic of the
Marshall Islands, the Republic of Palau, the Federated States of Micronesia, Micronesians in
Hawaii, and USAPI native residents now living in the continental U.S.

ACTIVITIES
m Develops community-based coalitions and community action plans among
culturally and linguistically diverse U.S. Affiliated Pacific Island populations
living in more than 100 islands, Hawaii, and the U.S. mainland.

m Provides the infrastructure and expert resources to support community-based
approaches, policy, and system changes across the cancer prevention-to-care
continuum.

REACHUS.

m Develops, implements, coordinates, refines, evaluates, and disseminates
culturally relevant evidence- and practice-based programs to address cancer

health disparities among Pacific Islanders. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
1600 Clifton Road, NE, Atlanta, GA 30333
m Collaborates with the Pacific Regional Comprehensive Cancer Control Tel: 1-800-CDC-INFO (232-4636)
Program and the Pacific Regional Central Cancer Registry and the ten USAPI TTY: 1(888) 232-6354

. il: @cdc.g
Comprehensive Cancer Control Programs to collect data to document selected Emweﬁf);w;? chd:v o
intermediate and long-term outcomes that underscore the excess burden of : =9
cancer and related risk factors that are prevalent among Pacific Islanders.

ACHIEVEMENTS
m Increased the number of new breast and cervical cancer screening sites, and the number of eligible women
screened for breast cancer and cervical cancer.

m Developed cancer-related training modules and course curricula that were pilot-tested and eventually accredited
for USAPI community colleges.

m Increased the capacity of the healthcare workforce to prevent and control breast cancer by
building core competencies among USAPI medical and public health personnel.
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