
A Message from the CDC Director 

The National Hospital Care Survey is a new resource that will expand and integrate 
two existing data collection efforts conducted by the National Center for Health 
Statistics. This new survey will combine the National Hospital Discharge Survey and 
the National Hospital Ambulatory Medical Care Survey. It’ll provide health care use 
data that’s deeper than either survey can separately. For more than forty years 
surveys have helped monitor in-patient use in hospitals and provided important 
information for various treatment settings. Combining the surveys will give us 
better insight into the continuum of care or across Hospital settings. To ease the 
burden on hospitals that participate, we’ll implement electronic data collection for 
in-patient and ambulatory care survey components.  

The Centers for Disease Control works twenty four seven to save lives protect 
people and save money through prevention. Your support and participation in this 
survey will help us achieve these objectives and provide nationally representative 
data on heart attacks, strokes, and other conditions treated in our hospitals. The 
data will be critical to the success of many new and existing initiatives. For example 
our million Hearts program has a goal of preventing one million heart attacks and 
strokes in the next five years. We can achieve that goal but, one of the things we 
need to do is to regularly track how we’re doing at controlling blood pressure and 
doing other things that prevent heart attacks and strokes. We need you to 
participate so that we can track that effectively.  

We understand the many demands on your time in providing excellent care to 
patients you serve. We offer improved hospital information including continuing 
education credits for health information management professionals and a payment 
to defray costs. Through this survey we’ll improve data collection, get more 
information about health prevention and patient care and ultimately save lives. 
These are outcomes we can all support.  

Thank you so much, we count on your participation. 


