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Timeline:  Timeline:  ArboArbo Disease in New YorkDisease in New York
19521952--20072007

1952: EEE in 
pheasants in 
Orange; 1959: 
EEE in ducks 

in Suffolk

1961: Flanders 
first identified 

in Suffolk, 
named for town

1969: three 
human CAL 
cases; LAC 
detected in 
Rockland

1971: Fatal human 
EEE case from 

Oswego; JC detected 
for first time in state

1971-77: Many 
human CAL 
cases, many 
EEE horses

1970: two 
human CAL 

cases; 3 EEE 
horses in 
Suffolk

1983: Fatal human 
EEE case from 

Onondaga

1979-81: Lyme 
disease described, 
pathogen detected

1997: two 
human JC 
cases; 1 

human LAC 
case

1999: WNV 
appears in US in 

New York

1975: Seven 
human SLE cases 
in Western NY; 3 

human POW cases

1999-
present: 
Human 
WNV 
cases 
across 

NY

2003: 
Human 

SLE case

2003-04: 
EEE in 

new 
counties

1975: Multiple cases of 
RMSF in Suffolk

1994-1997: Locally 
acquired cases of 

malaria in NYC and 
Suffolk

1994-95: 
Hantavirus cases 

in SW USA, 2 
cases in NY

2005-2007: Multiple cases 
of Powassan encephalitis

2000-2007: 
dramatic 

increases in 
babesiosis, 
HGE, HME



So, given that not all states are So, given that not all states are 
equal, or in the same equal, or in the same 

situationsituation……
• The threat of vector-borne disease is still present in 

all of the US.
• That threat may be increasing, with warming 

temperatures, exotic mosquitoes, and diseases 
showing up in new places.

• History shows something new shows up every 
decade or so.

• Vector surveillance has great value beyond the 
disease du jour.

• Funding, and in some cases, the willingness to do 
vector surveillance, is falling.



But depending on what book you 
like to read….

And I looked, and behold a pale 
horse: and his name that sat on him 
was Death. And Hell followed with 

him.

Can the Hero Ride in on Can the Hero Ride in on 
the White Horse?the White Horse?



• Can CDC do anything?

• Can we do anything?

• Will some of us fall back to pre-2000 days?  Is that       
acceptable?

• What will states do short-term?

• What can be done long-term?

• How should we allocate limited vector surveillance 
resources?

We heard some good stories yesterday, We heard some good stories yesterday, 
but...but...

What is the future of vector surveillance, What is the future of vector surveillance, 
and how should we prepare?and how should we prepare?
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