
Number of Employee Hours Reported by
Mine Operators and Independent Contractors by

Underground or Surface Work Location by Year, 1997-2006
(Excludes Office Employees; Data Source: MSHA)
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Underground 116.2 111.8 102.4 95.1 100.3 92.1 89.6 96.4 106.1 112.1

Surface 483.3 480.1 474.3 468.7 461.4 434.0 424.2 445.7 471.1 491.7

Total 599.5 591.9 576.7 563.8 561.7 526.0 513.8 542.0 577.2 603.8
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