
Adult ticks can also transmit Lyme disease bacteria, but they are 
much larger and may be more likely to be discovered and re-
moved before they have had time to transmit the bacteria. Adult 
Ixodes ticks are more active in the spring and fall.

Ixodes ticks search for host animals from the leaf litter of the 
forest floor or from the tips of grasses and shrubs. Ticks crawl 
on to animals or persons as they brush against them; ticks cannot 
jump or fly. Ticks found on the scalp usually have crawled there 
from lower parts of the body. Ticks feed on blood by inserting 
their mouth parts (not their whole bodies) into the skin of a 
person or animal. Ixodes ticks are slow feeders: a complete 
blood meal can take several days. As they feed, their bodies 
slowly enlarge.

 

Ticks can attach to any part of the human body but 
are often found in hard-to-see areas such as the groin, 
armpits, and scalp. In most cases, the tick must be 
attached for 36-48 hours or more before the Lyme 
disease bacterium can be transmitted. Shown is an at-
tached  Ixodes nymph.

 Ixodes ticks are much 
smaller than the common 
dog and cattle ticks. In their 
larval and nymphal stages, 
they are no bigger than a 
pinhead. Adult Ixodes ticks 
are larger, about the size 
of a small apple seed. Left to 
right: Adult Female, Adult male, 
nymph, larva
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