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Public health has undergone a major change in the last few years, with public health practitioners preparing to be first responders in the event of a natural or man-made emergency event.  While the Siouxland District Health Department (SDHD) has been working extensively on an emergency response plan, the lack of a specific environmental health response plan had been identified as both an organizational issue and community public health issue that needed attention.  Existing plans focus primarily on setting up mass-dispensing or health assessment sites in the case of an illness outbreak, not on environmental response to a disaster such as a flood, fire, storm, contamination of the food supply, or illness outbreak.  
Currently, the SDHD Environmental Division responds to emergencies on a reactive basis, instead of proactively developing a written plan for systematic response to events such as storms, fires, floods, power outages, or foodborne illness outbreaks.  The overall goal of this project is to enhance the preparedness and effectiveness of the Environmental Division of SDHD in responding to environmental emergencies in order to increase safety for the public and environment, and minimize the impact during an event.  To do this, the Environmental Division is developing a written environmental health emergency response plan, including procedures, roles and responsibilities, training needs, equipment inventory and needs, and a contact directory.  Following completion, the Division will go through the process of implementation, including distribution and training, equipment acquisition, schedule for review, exercising and assessment, and integration of the environmental plan with the overall emergency response plans of the Department and greater Siouxland area.         
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