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The vision of the Nassau County Health Department is to identify exposure to radon gas and reduce or eliminate lung cancer caused by radon within our local communities. There are two delineated areas of the county where radon exists. Our goal is to create multiple partnerships with key stakeholders (The Nassau County Realtors Association, The Northeast Builders Association, The Nassau County Building Department, and the American Lung Association) to institute an educational, testing, and mitigation program for residents. This Community Radon Assessment initiative will be developed to sustain and implement, at a minimum, four of the Ten Essential Services of Environmental Health.

A creative tension exists between the vision and the current reality of which the partners have competing interests. Public Health partners strive for quality of health and life issues as opposed to the economic and community development issues of the building and real estate profession. All partners have committed to a strong, sustainable partnership that will be effective in addressing radon and other environmental issues that may arise in the future and will promote the livability of our local communities.

The impact of this new partnership will create an enhanced local Public Health System. Identification of the existence of radon in a home will prevent lung cancer in the occupants which will prevent loss of life and reduce the costs of disease treatment. Homeowners and the general public will be empowered, informed and educated about the risks of radon and the mitigation strategies which in turn will provide a safe and health living environment. 
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