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This project attempts to identify efforts being made to incorporate environmental and public health education into the medical school curriculum.  The integration of curricula between Schools of Medicine (SOM) and Schools of Public Health (SPH) should result in physicians having a basic understanding of common environmental health problems and the ability to recognize the key role that physicians can play in improving environmental health as clinicians, advocates, public health educators, and community leaders.

Once upon a time, physicians made house calls.  By having the opportunity to see where their patients lived, physicians could see and possibly assess the environmental factors that may have been contributing to their patients’ or the community’s health issues.  That ability has largely been lost in today’s practices and current medical school curricula, to the detriment of public health.  Illnesses caused by environmental exposures often present with nonspecific signs, making diagnosis difficult.  A patient presenting with vomiting and diarrhea may be diagnosed with viral gastroenteritis, when in fact the symptoms could be a result of the drinking water, household poisoning or pesticide exposure.1
In an effort to put the training physician out into the community, a month-long environmental medicine and public health elective was created.  This elective would lead to a more formal MD/MPH program that students could complete in four years.  At the time of this project, the process was ongoing, with the first class of dual degree students beginning coursework and the second year class in the application process.

