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Involvement of environmental health specialists (EHS) during emergency response is low in Northwest Ohio. This lack of involvement during emergency response has led to non-public health agencies making public health decisions. Over time, this has resulted in a perceived lack of need for environmental health involvement during emergencies.  Initial findings through a scoping survey found that role clarity and training were major contributors to the problem of low environmental health involvement. 

In 2005, the Ohio Center for Public Health Preparedness conducted a public health local preparedness training needs survey. Environmental health specialists in Northwest Ohio rated “Describe your functional role(s) in emergency response and demonstrate your role(s) in regular drills” as their number one training need (1). However, before training can be developed, the roles for EHS must be clarified. 

To clarify and define the role, we developed a self-administered survey that was given externally to partners such as emergency management directors and 20 randomly chosen fire departments in Northwest Ohio, as well as internally to EHS and health commissioners. Expectations were that respondents would:

· identify food, water, waste and vector control as EHS emergency response functions;

· not identify hazardous materials, building assessments, and outbreak investigations as EHS emergency response functions;

· identify the level of EHS involvement as “slightly involved”; and,

· agree that EHS should be involved in emergency response. 

In addition, we expected the results of this survey to provide a well-rounded, all-hazards definition of the EHS role during emergency response, and to help guide the development of policies and procedures, and focus training on emergency response roles.  
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