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Indoor air pollution is a prevalent health concern in schools within the East Tennessee Health Region (ETHR).  Most indoor air quality (IAQ) complaints received by the ETHR are related to suspected mold problems resulting in school systems not focusing on other indoor air pollutants. Indoor Air Quality Management Programs (IAQMPs) decrease indoor air pollution by addressing all indoor air pollutants thereby decreasing the resulting adverse health effects in children.  Effective IAQMPs monitor environmental and health status in the schools, inform, educate and empower people within the schools, mobilize community partnerships, develop policies and plans, and evaluate effectiveness and quality. Using Systems Thinking, Mental Models and Logic Models, this project describes a methodology and strategy to implement effective IAQMPs within the ETHR school systems that address all indoor air pollutants rather than focusing only on mold.  A needs assessment survey identified seven ETHR county school systems interested in participating in the initial development of IAQMPs.  The next steps for this project include expanding partnerships, developing resources that can assist with the implementation of IAQMPs, educating children, teachers, and parents about IAQ, identifying and allocating resources not presently used for IAQMPs and verifying that schools within the ETHR have effective IAQMPs.  
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