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Prior public health emergencies such as 9/11, Katrina, and emerging threats from Pandemic Influenza are solidifying the need for local, state and federal environmental health as essential responders.  Everyday, environmental health specialists engage in potentially high risk activities while delivering environmental services.  They more often than not, neglect the need for personal protection equipment (PPE).  The lack of a safety first culture transcends their ability to actively respond to emergencies whether or not they are active in their response communities. Over the past three years local environmental health (EH) has been involved in public health preparedness planning efforts through grant funding here in Iowa.  Funds and training has been provided for enhancement and reinforcement of preparedness activities.  During 2007, a resource typing survey was given to all local EH in Iowa and it was disturbing to find that they severely lacked PPE despite 4 years of funding and education about their roles in response and recovery efforts.

Currently, the Iowa Dept. of Public Health has built, enhanced, and established working partnerships within local public health by using funding allowed by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.  The overall goal has been clear that local public health must be present within the response culture within the State of Iowa.  Local environmental health was not active during the initial stages of this process.  The development of local environmental health response plans has engaged these individuals to respond, but response has been limited despite this initial success.  The overall goal of this project is to allow the local practitioner to feel safe while performing their daily job activities, and promote their availability and a forward response posture.  To do this, the Environmental Health Services Bureau at the Iowa Dept. of Public Health, is developing a safety first culture within State environmental health programming and capacity building by incorporating the safety first culture into local program deliverables.  Regional PPE awareness and general safety training is being developed involving the Environmental Health Response Team (IA-EHRT), as a model and a train the trainer curriculum to start this process moving in the right direction. 
