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Historically, there have been high rates of diseases associated with unsafe drinking water and lack of sanitation in Alaskan Native Villages. In an attempt to address these public health problems, state and federal agencies were funded to design and build public water systems (PWS) in rural Alaska. There are now PWS in most villages that treat and distribute drinking water for public use. The water systems in each village are subject to the regulations enacted by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) under the Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA) and amendments. The Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation (ADEC) Drinking Water (DW) Program is the primacy agency responsible for enforcing the SDWA regulations within the State of Alaska. Under the SDWA 1996 Amendments, requirements for capacity development were enacted for all PWS’s. The capacity development regulations require that each system demonstrate the technical, managerial and financial capacity to deliver safe drinking water to their residents. Demonstrating capacity has been a challenge for villages and public health protection goals continue to be unmet. Many villages cannot meet the requirements due to lack of economic resources, geographic and climatic extremes, lack of understanding of the regulations, lack of trained water treatment plant operators and other social concerns. Currently, there are multiple state and federal agencies involved in helping the villages deliver safe drinking water. This project addresses new ways to coordinate various state and federal agency efforts to develop capacity in the villages and ways to improve communication between the DW Program and villages. A process has been developed to assess the capacity development status in villages and to develop ways that state and federal agencies can coordinate their activities to assist villages in capacity development efforts for the protection of public health.
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