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Mass gatherings such as special events present unique regulatory and public health challenges.  In response to more and larger events in the Western United States, health authorities in various jurisdictions have developed special event regulations that cover a wide range of sanitation issues including food vendor compliance, and more recently event promoter compliance.  Despite the best efforts of public health agencies to have comprehensive special event regulations, inconsistencies and voids persist among jurisdictions.  The public health risks at the increasing number of special events nationwide along with the secular approach of agencies to address the risks provide the impetus for an inter-jurisdictional collaborative effort to develop model regulatory guidelines.  

Application of systems thinking facilitates the efforts on how to proceed with guideline development.  The issue of autonomy of government in formulating special events regulations is exemplified by a fixes that backfire embedded within a shifting the burden archetype.  The quick fix is to revise and enforce regulations on a local level in response to problems as they arise.  In the larger scheme, agencies become addicted to their own system based largely on the politics and philosophies pertinent to local issues.  The process is generally limited in influence and issues pertaining to special events with outside jurisdictions are often overlooked.  The result is that regulations may not address particular issues until after they have surfaced, which results in a reactive response to change regulations rather than making revisions proactively.  To move past the secular approach for drafting special events regulations, a logic model was developed to establish model regulatory guidelines for multiple jurisdictions.  An original document was written and drafts and revisions have been circulated to various stakeholders throughout Nevada and Northern California and discussed in forum.

The creation of special event regulatory guidelines is consistent with Essential Services of Environmental Health.  Based on the premise that jurisdictional lines will have less of an impact, health agencies will have document of reference to aid in efforts for eliminating foodborne outbreaks and ensuring sanitation and compliance when people gather in masses. Therefore, by design the guidelines are dynamic and subject to periodic review and revisions that will continue to address the multitude of health risks presented by the increasing number, size, and complexity of special events throughout Nevada, California, and the rest of United States.  
















































































































































