
Funding to 
State and Local 
Departments 

of Education 
and National 
Nongovernmental 
Organizations for 
Program and Policy 
Development
State and Local Programs to 
Reduce Asthma Episodes and 
Asthma-Related Absences
DASH supports efforts to reduce 
asthma episodes and asthma-related 
absences through Coordinated School 
Health Programs (CSHPs) by providing 
technical assistance and financial 
support to one state and seven local 
education agencies. As a result of this 
assistance, state and local education 
agencies are able to 

 Implement effective policies, 
environmental changes, and 
educational strategies for preventing 
and reducing asthma episodes and 
absences among students with 
asthma.

 Implement strategies for reducing 
disparities among populations that 
may be disproportionately affected by 
asthma.

 Communicate successful and 
effective interventions for adoption 
by other education and health 
agencies, school districts, schools, 
and communities.

National Nongovernmental 
Organization (NGO) Programs 
to Address School-based 
Asthma Management
National NGOs support state and 
local education and health agencies 
in addressing school-based asthma 
management and education. 
NGOs can effectively reach target 
audiences with resources, guidance, 
training, and technical assistance to 
implement and improve school-based 
asthma management and education 

programs, policies, and practices. 
Through extensive coordination and 
collaboration, NGOs promote better 
health for all students and put research 
findings into action to support healthier 
youth. 

DASH funds national NGOs to

 Assess needs for training, technical 
assistance, materials, and other 
resources.

 Build capacity of other funded 
partners and constituents through 
training and technical assistance 
efforts.

 Identify, develop, and disseminate 
model strategies, guidelines, program 
materials, and other resources.

 Assist constituents and other funded 
partners in developing partnerships.

 Encourage constituents and other 
funded partners to collaborate with 
state departments of education 
and health and community-based 
organizations.

For example, the American Association 
of School Administrators (AASA) 
developed two tools for school 
principals and superintendents to 
demonstrate the importance of 
addressing asthma in schools 
and districts. AASA focused 
an issue of Governance and 
Leadership, the organization’s 
professional journal, on 
school asthma

http://aasa.org/files/PDFs/
Publications/Spring_20031.pdf

AASA also produced Powerful 
Practices: A Checklist for School 
Districts Addressing the Needs of 
Students with Asthma and pilot-
tested it in school districts around 
the country.

http://aasa.files.cms-plus.com/PDFs/Focus/AASA
%20Powerful%20Practices%20in%20Asthma%2
0Management.pdf

The American Lung Association (ALA) 
developed, pilot-tested, evaluated, 
and implemented an Asthma-Friendly 
Schools Toolkit. The toolkit provides 
in-depth guidance and resources for 
implementing CDC’s Strategies for 
Addressing Asthma Within a Coordinated 
School Health Program. This guide 
can also be used to build the capacity 

of local ALA chapters and asthma 
coalitions to support asthma programs 
in schools.

www.lungusa.org/site/pp.asp?c=dvLUK9O0E&b
=22590#toolkit 
 
The National Association of State 
Boards of Education produced 
two documents supporting policy 
development and implementation at 
the state level: Issue Brief: Summary 
and Analyses of State Policies on Asthma 
Education, Medications, and Triggers; 
and Fit, Healthy and Ready to Learn: 
A School Health Policy Guide, Part III: 
Policies on Asthma, School Health Services 
and Health Environments.
www.nasbe.org/HealthySchools/fithealthy.html

www.nasbe.org/healthy_schools/publications/
IB_Asthma_07.05.pdf



Evaluation
 

Technical Assistance
DASH provides evaluation support to 
its funded partners through individual 
technical assistance and professional 
development. Technical assistance 
increases the capacity of funded 
partners to evaluate and improve their 
programs by describing their program 
using a logic model, developing 
SMART objectives, and documenting 
what happened in their program by 
maintaining accurate and organized 
records on program activities and 
designating a person responsible for 
process evaluation data. 

Program Evaluation
To help identify effective new 
approaches for promoting the health 
of young people, DASH provides 
technical assistance to state and 
local agencies to evaluate innovative 
policies and programs. For example, 
DASH is working with Albuquerque 
Public Schools to examine barriers 
and facilitators to implementing 
comprehensive school asthma program 
in every elementary school in the 
district.

Integration with 
Other Federal 
Efforts

 
DASH collaborates closely with CDC’s 
National Center for Environmental 
Health (NCEH), other CDC partners, 
and other federal agencies to address 
issues related to asthma management 
and education. 

	 DASH and NCEH staff work 
together to establish and provide 
science-based guidance on addressing 
asthma management activities in 
school settings. 

	 DASH and Steps to a HealthierUS 
staff members collaborate to provide 
technical assistance and guidance to 
40 communities that receive Steps 
funding to support evidence-based 
school interventions that address 
obesity, diabetes, asthma, tobacco 
use, poor nutrition, and lack of  
physical activity.

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

	 DASH staff members work closely 
with the National Heart, Lung, and 
Blood Institute in several capacities: 
serving on its National Coordinating 
Committee and School Education 
Subcommittee for the National 
Asthma Education and Prevention 
Program, serving on its Federal 
Liaison Group on Asthma, and 
participating in the development of 
school-related publications.

For additional information, contact 
DASH 
4770 Buford Highway, NE, MS-K29 
Atlanta, GA 30341-3717

1-800-CDC-INFO 
E-mail: cdcinfo@cdc.gov
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