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collect from you will be combined with answers
from other fire departments.

Where Do | Get More Information?

Information about FFFIPP is available online at:
http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/firehome.html.

If you have other questions about this
evaluation, you can call Dr. Kristina Peterson at
RTI. Her toll-free number is 1-800-334-8571,
X7722. For questions about how to send back
your surveys, you can call Giselle Santiago, also
at RTI. Her toll-free number is 1-800-334-8571,
X7702.

If you have a question about your rights as a
study participant, you can also call RTI's Office
of Research Protection toll-free at 1-866-214-
2043. You may also contact Dr. Michael J.
Colligan with the NIOSH Human Subjects
Review Board (HSRB) at (513) 533-8222.

If you need help as a result of thinking about
these issues, you may contact the National
Suicide Prevention Lifeline at 1-800-273-TALK
(8255).

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
ABOUT THE

Fire Fighter Fatality
Investigation and Prevention
Program (FFFIPP) Evaluation

Conducted by:
RTI International

Sponsored by:
National Institute for Occupational Safety and
Health (NIOSH) and Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC)




Exhibit A-4. Announcement

ANNOUNCEMENT: Fire Department Survey

NIOSH Launches National Survey of U.S. Fire Departments

This Spring, the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) is conducting a survey to
help evaluate its Fire Fighter Fatality Investigation and Prevention Program (FFFIPP). The purpose of the
evaluation is to understand how effective the program has been and what can be improved to meet the
needs of the fire service.

FFFIPP is an important firefighter safety program conducted by NIOSH. In 1998, Congress funded
NIOSH to create FFFIPP to study the events that lead to firefighter deaths and make recommendations to
help prevent death or serious injury. The evaluation will focus on the effects of the safety
recommendations and information products which are periodically distributed by NIOSH to the nation’s
30,000 fire departments.

The information for this evaluation will come from a survey of fire department officers (the Fire
Department Survey). In addition to this survey, the evaluation also includes focus groups with fire fighters;
these focus groups are organized separately from the survey and will involve individual fire fighters from
across the country. NIOSH has contracted with RTI International (a non-profit research organization) to
conduct the evaluation of the FFFIPP.

Fire Department Survey

The Fire Department Survey is being mailed this Spring to 3,000 fire department chiefs across the
country. Included among these fire departments will be the 215 fire departments that have had a previous
firefighter fatality investigation (as of December 31, 2003) and the nation’s 10 largest fire departments.
Additional fire departments will be randomly selected to be representative the fire service nationally.

The chiefs of the fire departments selected to participate in the survey will first receive a letter from
NIOSH that explains the purpose of the survey and requests their cooperation. About a week later, the
chiefs will receive a copy of the questionnaire in the mail along with a cover letter from NIOSH and a
postage-paid return envelope for returning the completed questionnaire. As a token of appreciation for
participating in the survey, the selected fire departments are also receiving a CD-ROM that contains all
FFFIPP Reports and the NIOSH Pocket Guide to Chemical Hazards.

Being a part of this study is voluntary, but all answers are important to ensure the accuracy of the
evaluation. All responses to the Fire Department Survey will be kept confidential and will only be reported
in aggregate form so that specific answers can not be connected to any particular fire department. The
survey is estimated to take approximately 25 minutes to finish.

How can | help?

If your department is selected for the Fire Department Survey, the FDSOA strongly encourages your
participation in this study. This information collected will be valuable in helping to improve the impact of
the FFFIPP and the information products that they produce. Ultimately this information may help to save
the lives of your fellow firefighters.
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Exhibit A-5. Cover Letter

IoSH

Fire Fighter Fatality Investigation and Prevention Program

February 2006
Dear Fire Chief:

A few days ago, you received aletter about the Fire Fighter Fatality Investigation and Prevention
Program (FFFIPP) Evaluation. Asthe letter explained, your fire department was one of 3,000 fire departments
across the country chosen to take part in this study. The FFFIPP Evaluation is sponsored by the National
Institute for Occupationa Safety and Health (NIOSH) and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC). NIOSH and CDC have asked RTI International to conduct thisresearch. RTI isanon-profit
organization based in North Carolina.

This survey will provide information to help develop and improve the Fire Fighter Fatality
Investigation and Prevention Program. The purpose isto help NIOSH better meet your needs.

Enclosed with this letter is the Fire Department Survey. The survey will take about 25 minutes of your
time. You may need to consult with other firefighters in your department to complete the survey. Your
response is voluntary, but your answers are important in helping us to improve the FFFIPP program. Y our
answerswill be kept private and will not be connected to you or your fire department in our reports.

After you have finished your survey, please mail it back to RTI in the enclosed envelope. You can
drop this envelope into any U.S. post office box or office. Thereis no charge to you to mail back the survey.
We are sending you the FFFIPP CD-ROM as away of saying thanks for your help.

If you have any questions about the FFFIPP Evaluation, you can call Dr. Kristina Peterson, RTI
Project Director. Her toll-free number is 1-800-334-8571, x7722. If you have a question about your rightsas a
study participant, you can call RTI's Office of Research Protection toll-free at 1-866-214-2043. Y ou may also
call Dr. Michael J. Colligan with the NIOSH Human Subjects Review Board (HSRB) at (513) 533-8222. If you
need help as aresult of thinking about these issues, you may contact the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline at
1-800-273-TALK (8255). NIOSH has more information about the Fire Fighter Fatality Investigation and
Prevention Program on the Internet. Y ou can visit http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/firehome.html.

We are dedicated to helping reduce firefighter deaths and serious injuries. Thank you very much for
your help.

Sincerely,

John Howard, M .D.

Director

National Institute for Occupational
Safety and Health

Centers for Disease Control and

Prevention

Enclosures: Fire Department Survey
Business reply envelope, addressed to RTI International
FFFIPP CD-ROM




Exhibit A-6. Showcard

IMPORTANT: Do not discard this sheet.

Please refer to this sheet when answering questions 43-56 of the survey.

Below are a few examples of NIOSH reportson firefighter safety issues.

Death in the
=Zm==i=—  line of duty...
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Volunteer Assistant Chief is Struck and Killed at Road Construction
Site - Minnesota

SUMMARY

On October 27, 2003, o 4%-year-old male volunteer Assistant Chief (the victim) was fag
beeing struck by a privately owned vehicle (POV) at a road construction site. Al appro
Tours, the victim and six other volunteer fire ghters responded in three fire apparat
smoking gemerator o1 8 road constrsction site, Two of the three fire apparstes retur
department. The victim and two other fire fighters remained with the brash trock y
representative of the construction company. Upan leaving, the crew stopped 1o 1
barnicade a8 the entrance to the construction aite. Shortly thereafier, o avilian i

the turn pecessary o detous around the constraction site and struck the victim

the brush trock. The victim was drageed about 50 ft and then trapped benest]

dend at the soene

NIOSH conchades that, 1o minimize the sk of similar occurrences, fire

ties tice ” oo s tr B,

Espaiol

m Tanker Truck Rollovers

TUTH FOR OCCURATIONAL BAPETT AND HEALTH

CDC

Fire Fighter Deaths from

Description of HAZARD

Mobide water supply vehicles, known a4 tankers or tenders, are widely used
o transport water to areas beyond a water supply system or where the
water supply is inadequate. Incidents involving mator vehicles account for
approvimately 20% of U.S. fire fighter deaths sach year; cases involving
tankers are the most prevalent of these motor vehicle incidents. During
1977-1999, 73 deaths accurred in 63 crashes involving tankers. Of those
deaths, 54 occurred in 49 crashes in which tankers rolled over (no collision),
and B occurred in & crashes in which the tankers left the road (no coliision),
The ather cases involved collision with another vehicle (10 deaths in 7
crashes) and collision with stationary object{s) (1 death) [ NFPA 2000]

Tanker drivers may not be fully aware that tanker trucks are more difficult to
contral than passenger vehicles. A tanker truck requires 8 much greater
distance to stop. Tankers weigh substantially more, and their air brake

systems take more time to activate than the hydraulic/mechanical brake
systems on smaller passenger cars. The effect is influenced by the amount of
water the tanker is hauling and whether the tanker is baffled

CASE STUDIES

Under the Fire Fighter Fatality Investigation and Preventicn Program, NIOSH
nvestigated two separate incidents mvalving fire fighters who were kifled in
tanker truck rollovers during 1999 and 2000 [NIOSH 2000a,b], Both incid
involved volunteer fire departments providing mutual aid with water tanie
trucks.

5

Case 1

On October 28, 1999, a Captain ard a fire fighter (the driver) responded to a
call in a full, eliptical-shaped, 1,800-gallon water tanker truck
equipped with baffles [NIOSH 2000a). The tanker was traveling west, and as it
approached a curve, the driver lost control. The vehicle drifted toward the
shoulder of the road as the driver tried to correct the direction of travel Just
jpast the curve, the tanker veered off the road into a corn field. The tanker rolled
onto the passenger side and continued to roll over several times (Figure 1). The

US. DEPARTMENT OF nmn’ﬁ AND HUMAN SERVICES Cm
i
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Exhibit A-7. First Reminder Letter

ArOSH

Fire Fighter Fatality Investigation and Prevention Program

Fire Chief

[NAME OF FIRE DEPARTMENT]
[MAILING STREET ADDRESS]
[CITY], [STATE] [ZIP]

March 2006
Dear Fire Chief:

A couple of weeks ago, your fire department received the Fire Department Survey in themail. The
survey asks you for information to help us evaluate the Fire Fighter Fatality Investigation and Prevention
Program (FFFIPP). The FFFIPP program was started by the National Institute for Occupational Safety and
Health (NIOSH) to help prevent firefighter deaths and severe injuries. The FFFIPP Evaluation will help
NIOSH assess the impact of the FFFIPP. 1t will also help NIOSH improve the program to better meet your
needs.

If your survey has been completed and sent back to RTI, please accept my sincere thanks. Asone
of the 3,000 fire departments chosen to answer the Fire Department Survey, your response is very important.

If your survey has not been completed and returned, please do so as soon as possible. Y our answers
are very important to NIOSH and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). Please mail your
completed survey back to RTI in the envelope provided with the survey. NIOSH and CDC have asked RTI
International to conduct thisresearch. RTI isa non-profit organization based in North Carolina. Thereisno
charge to your fire department to mail back the survey.

If you did not receive your survey, or if it was misplaced, please call Giselle Santiago toll-free at 1-
800-334-8571, x7702. Wewill get another one in the mail to you today. If you have any other questions
about the FFFIPP Evaluation, you can call Dr. Kristina Peterson, RTI Project Director. Her toll-free number
is1-800-334-8571, x7722. If you have a question about your rights as a study participant, you can call RTI’s
Office of Research Protection toll-free at 1-866-214-2043. Y ou may also call Dr. Michael J. Colligan with
the NIOSH Human Subjects Review Board (HSRB) at (513) 533 — 8222.

NIOSH has more information about the Fire Fighter Fatality Investigation and Prevention
Program on the Internet. Y ou can visit http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/firehome.html. We are dedicated
to helping reduce firefighter deaths and seriousinjuries. Thank you very much for your help.

Sincerely,

7M

John Howard, M.D.
Director
National Institute for Occupational
Safety and Health
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention
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Exhibit A-8. Second Reminder Letter

AIOSH

Fire Fighter Fatality Investigation and Prevention Program

March 2006
Dear Fire Chief:

A few weeks ago, we sent you the Fire Department Survey. This questionnaire can be answered by
you or someone knowledgeable about training and safety practicesin your fire department. The survey is
part of the national evaluation of the Fire Fighter Fatality Investigation and Prevention Program (FFFIPP).
FFFIPP is operated by the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) to help prevent
firefighter deaths and severe injuries.

To the best of our knowledge, the survey has not yet been returned. Enclosed, you will find a new
copy of the Fire Department Survey. If you have not done so already, please complete the survey and send it
back to RTI in the enclosed envelope.

The responses of other fire departments who have already responded to this study have
been very helpful. The results of this research are intended to help NIOSH and the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) monitor and improve the Fire Fighter Fatality Investigation
and Prevention Program.

Y our fire department’s participation is very important. Taking part in this study gives NIOSH the
chance to learn what information is useful to your fire department. 1t will tell NIOSH what can be doneto
make the FFFIPP program more useful to your department. NIOSH would like to meet your needs in the
best way possible.

If you have any questions about what you need to do to complete the survey, please call Giselle
Santiago toll-free at 1-800-334-8571, x7702. If you have any other questions about the FFFIPP Evaluation,
you can call Dr. Kristina Peterson, RTI Project Director. Her toll-free number is 1-800-334-8571, x7722. If
you have a question about your rights as a study participant, you can call RTI’s Office of Research Protection
toll-free at 1-866-214-2043. Y ou may aso call Dr. Michagl J. Colligan with the NIOSH Human Subjects
Review Board (HSRB) at (513) 533-8222.

NIOSH has more information about the Fire Fighter Fatality Investigation and Prevention Program
onthe Internet. You can visit http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/firehome.html.

We are dedicated to helping reduce firefighter death and serious injuries. Thank you very much for
your help.

Sincerely,

7M

John Howard, M .D.

Director

National Institute for Occupational
Safety and Health

Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention

Enclosures: Fire Department Survey
Business reply envelope, addressed to RTI International






