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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTHAND HUMAN SERVICES

Control of CommunicableDiseases
Q Rule Conunents; RIN 0920-AA03

Notice of ProposedRulemaking
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COMMENTS OF'TIlE ELECTRONICPRIVACY INFORl\1ATIONCENTER

By notice published on November 30,2005, the:Depaliment of Health and

Human Services ("HHS") requested public comments with respect to the proposed rule

concerning the "Control of CommunicableDiseases,"! Pursuant to this notice, the

Electronic Privacy Information Center ("EPIC") submits these con111lentsto address

substantialprivacy issues raised by the coJlection,transmission, and retention of

passenger informationunder the proposed rule.2

Introduction

The proposed rule would expand the amount of data gathered from travelers for

the CDC, and would impact greatly the privacy of travelers. EPIC urges the CDC to limit

the scope of data collected to that which is necessary; the CDC also should explicitly

require the clear and open disclosure that travelers can refuse to submit their information

\vithout facing penalties, and the CDC must set strict security standards to keep passenger

data secure from unauthorized access and misuse. EPIC urges HHS and CDC to conduct

a Privacy Impact Assessmentprior to the rule's implementationin order to resolve these

issues and any other security and privacy problems that such an assessment would raise.

1Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, 70 Fed. Reg. 71892 (Nov. 30,2005).
2See, generally, EPIC's Medical Privacy Pa.geat http://wvrw.epic.orglprivacy/medical!.




