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Selected sources of evidence for an evaluation

Persons
• Clients, program participants, nonparticipants;
• Staff, program managers, administrators;
• General public;
• Key informants;
• Funding officials, critics/skeptics, staff of other agencies;
• Representatives of advocacy groups;
• Elected officials, legislators, policymakers; and
• Local and state health officials.

Documents
• Grant proposals, newsletters, press releases;
• Meeting minutes, administrative records, registration/enrollment forms;
• Publicity materials, quarterly reports;
• Publications, journal articles, posters;
• Previous evaluation reports;
• Asset and needs assessments;
• Surveillance summaries;
• Database records;
• Records held by funding officials or collaborators;
• Internet pages; and
• Graphs, maps, charts, photographs, videotapes.

Observations
• Meetings, special events/activities, job performance; and
• Service encounters.

Adapted from Taylor-Powell E, Rossing B, Geran J. Evaluating collaboratives: reaching the potential.
Madison, WI: University of Wisconsin Cooperative Extension, 1998.


