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Overview
National Healthcare Safety Network (NHSN) and State Veterans Homes 
COVID-19 Event Reporting



NATIONAL HEALTHCARE SAFETY NETWORK (NHSN) 

 Secure, internet-based surveillance system managed by the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)

 Open to a variety of healthcare facilities in the United States 
 Tool for the collection, analyses, and summarization of data on healthcare 

associated infections (HAIs), adverse healthcare events, antimicrobial use 
and resistance, adherence to prevention practices, exposures, and 
outcomes

 Collaborations with local and state public health agencies, and professional 
groups



NHSN Long-Term Care Facility Component COVID-19 Module

 Facilities eligible to report data to NHSN’s COVID-19 Module include:
– Nursing homes/skilled nursing 
– Long-term care for the developmentally disabled 
– Assisted living 

 NHSN created a surveillance tool designed for State Veterans Homes that 
have been mandated to provide person-level data to NHSN and the 
Veterans Health Administration (VHA) to include:

– Skilled nursing
– Domiciliary (assisted living) facilities 



NHSN Long-term Care Facility Types for COVID-19 Reporting

*NHSN Labeled: Intermediate/Chronic Care Facility for the Developmentally Disabled



Recently Added NHSN LTC Facility Types for COVID-19 Reporting



LTCF COVID-19 Event Reporting for Resident and Staff-Level

May 2021



Resources for State Veterans Homes COVID-19 Event Reporting

Visit NHSN LTCF State Veterans Homes COVID-19 web-page for reporting resources

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/ltc/vha/index.html

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/ltc/vha/index.html


Data Collection Forms and Form Instructions
Visit NHSN LTCF State Veterans Homes COVID-19 web-page

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/ltc/vha/index.html


Tips for COVID-19 Event Reporting

Important! Skilled Nursing Facilities for State 
Veterans Homes and Assisted Living/ Domiciliary 
Facilities for State Veterans Homes must update the 
“Facility Type” for their facility before the Event 
Reporting Form can be accessed.



COVID-19 State Veterans Homes Event Reporting
Does my facility have access to the Event Reporting Form?



How do I update the facility type?

 Log-in to NHSN

 On LTC Home Page 
Select>Facility>>Facility
Info on the left side 
navigation panel.

 After clicking “Facility Info” 
the “Edit Facility 
Information” screen displays.



How do I update the facility type?

Once the Edit Facility 
Information screen appears:
 Scroll down to Facility type. 

Then choose the correct 
facility type in the drop-down 
menu.

 Click “Update” to save your 
edits.

 You will need to log-out/log-in 
for changes to take effect.



How do I add the VA station code?

To add the VA Station Code, please 
follow the previous steps identified 
by:
 Log-in to NHSN
 Select, on the left-hand side,> 

Facility>>Facility info.
 On the Edit Facility Information 

page, enter assigned VA Station 
Code (if shows blank)

 Click “Update” on the bottom of 
page to save your edits.



COVID-19 State Veterans Homes Event Reporting
How to Access Event Reporting Form



How do I access the State Veterans Homes COVID-19 Event 
Reporting Form?

 Log-in to NHSN

• On LTC Home Page Select>COVID-
19>>COVID-19 Event – SVH on 
the left side navigation panel.

• After clicking “COVID-19 Event –
SVH” the “COVID-19 Event 
Reporting” screen displays.



How do I access the State Veterans Homes COVID-19 
Event Reporting Form?

Once the COVID-19 Event Reporting 
page screen appears:

 Select the "Type of Individual tested" from 
the drop-down menu

 Enter the demographic data

 Click “Add Event Details” to enter event 
data.

Demographic data must be entered before 
proceeding with adding event details*



State Veterans Homes COVID-19 Resident Event Form



COVID-19 State Veterans Homes Event Reporting
How to enter SARS-CoV-2 (COVID-19) Resident Event



State Veterans Homes Event Form Reporting 
Frequency

An event should be entered 
for each positive SARS-CoV-

2 (COVID-19) case

*Event counts should be 
included in weekly facility 
level reporting since last 
count collection in NHSN 

Resident Impact and Facility 
Capacity Pathway (RIFC)

*Facility Level reporting in COVID-19 Surveillance 
Pathways data are entered weekly*



State Veterans Homes Event Form Reporting 
Definitions

Resident/Staff COVID-19 
Event: a resident or staff 

member who tests positive for 
SARS-CoV-2 (COVID-19) based 
on a point-of-care antigen or a 

NAAT/PCR viral test result.

Re-infection: a new positive 
SARS-CoV-2 (COVID-19) viral 
test result performed more 

than 90 days after a previous 
COVID-19 infection.

Re-admission: a resident who 
was discharged from the LTCF 

for more than 3 days with 
SARS-CoV-2 (COVID-19) and 
has been readmitted for a 

subsequent stay. 

*An event form must be entered each time a resident newly tests positive for 
COVID-19, including re-infections and re-admissions*



State Veterans Homes COVID-19 Resident Event Form



State Veterans Homes COVID-19 Event Reporting

Test Type: Required for each positive SARS-CoV2 (COVID-19) event.
Only one test type 
should be selected



State Veterans Homes COVID-19 Event Reporting

If resident is considered re -infected 
with SARS-CoV-2, user will also need 

to answer if symptomatic



State Veterans Homes COVID-19 Resident Event Form



State Veterans Homes COVID-19 Resident Event Form



State Veterans Homes COVID-19 Resident Event Form



State Veterans Homes COVID-19 Resident Event Form



State Veterans Homes COVID-19 Resident Event Form

 Need screenshot of Staff Event Form



COVID-19 State Veterans Homes Event Reporting
How to enter SARS-CoV-2 (COVID-19) Staff Event



State Veterans Homes COVID-19 Staff Event Form



State Veterans Homes COVID-19 Staff Event Form

 Need screenshot of Staff Event Form



COVID-19 State Veterans Homes Event Reporting
How to delete a SARS-CoV-2 (COVID-19) Event



How do I delete an event?



How do I delete an event?



How do I delete an event?



Takeaways and 
reminders

An event form will need to be completed and 
entered for all new positive SARS-CoV-2 tests, 
re-infections, and re-admissions.

The weekly number of "Positive tests" reported in 
the RIFC pathway must equal the number of events 
entered into the State Veterans Home tool.

Before you can access the Event Reporting 
Form you must update the “Facility Type” for 
your facility.

For questions, email NHSN@CDC.gov
Subject Line: SVH

mailto:NHSN@CDC.gov


Resources

State Veterans Homes COVID-19 Webpage: 
https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/ltc/vha/index.html

Long Term Care Facilities COVID-19 Module: 
https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/ltc/index.html 

How to Edit Facility Type Guidance: 
https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/covid19/vha/c
19-event-faq-508.pdf

Frequently Ask Questions: 
https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/covid19/vha/c
19-event-faq-508.pdf

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/ltc/vha/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/ltc/covid19/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/covid19/vha/c19-event-faq-508.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/covid19/vha/c19-event-faq-508.pdf


Thank You!



For more information, contact CDC
1-800-CDC-INFO (232-4636)
TTY:  1-888-232-6348    www.cdc.gov

The findings and conclusions in this report are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the 
official position of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
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