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VITAL STATISTKS OF THE UNITED STATES, 1960 

VOLUME III -MARRIAGE AND DIVORCE 

A brief summary of the contents for each section is listed below for the convenience 
of the reader. A complete table of contents is shown at the beginning of each section 
and is identified by a narrow black edge which can be located easily by fanning the 
pages. Each section is paged independently, using the section number as the identifying 
prefix. 

Section 1. Marriages-Analysis and Summary 

Text discussion of trends and differences between population groups; tables 
containing percent distributions, measures of central tendency and of vari- 
ation; national, regional, and State rates; and charts. 

Section 2. Marriages-Characteristics 

Frequency tabulations by major demographic characteristics of bride and of 
groom snd by characteristics of the marriage performed, for the United 
States, each region, the marriage-registration area, and each participating 
State. 

Section 3. Divorces-Analysis and Summary 

Text discussion of trends and differences between popuIation groups; tables 
containing percent distributions; measures of central tendency and of vari- 
ation; national, regional, and State rates; charts. 

Section 4. Divorces-Characteristics 

Frequency tabulations by major demographic characteristics of husband and 
wife and by characteristics of the divorce or annulment granted, for the 
United States, each region, the divorce-registration area, and each partici- 
pating State. 

Section 5. Marriages and Divorces, Each State and County 

Annual totals of marriages performed and of divorces and annulments granted 
for each State and county or county equivalent. 

Section 6. Marriages and Divorces-Puerto Rico and Virgin Islands 

Marriage and divorce trends and totals by county or county equivalent; 
frequency tabulations of marriages by major characteristics of bride and 
groom; for the Virgin Islands only, frequency tabulations of divorces and 
annulments by characteristics of the decrees and of the husband and wife. 

Section 7. Technical Appendix 

Discussion of the historical and contemporary sources of marriage and 
divorce statistics, the design of the 1960 samples of marriages and of 
divorces and annulments, the uniformity and completeness of the collected 
data, and the variability of sample estimates. Tables contain lists of data 
sources, sample specifications, estimates of sampling wriability and com- 
pleteness of reporting of data, and population dataused in computing marriage 
and divorce rates. 

Section 8. Subject Index. 

Consolidated mdexes of the text and statistical tables in this volume. 
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Sampling Variability of the 1960 Marriage Statistics 

The following statements are essential to understanding the limitations and uses 
of the small numbers in those tables in Sections 1 and 2 which are based on 
data from probability samples of marriage records. The headnote to each such 
table includes “Based on sample data.” 

For nation& regional, and maniage-registvation area sfatistics: Sampling 
errors are shown in tables 7-8, 7-9, and 7-11 in the Technical Appendix. In 
order to reflect more clearly general patterns of relationships and to retain 
the convenience of numbers which add to marginal totals, data tables contain 
some individual small numbers whichconveyverylimitedinformation because 
the sampling error is so large. 

For registration State statistics: Sampling errors are shown in table 7-11. In 
order to reflect more clearly general patterns of relationships and to retain 
the convenience of numbers which add to marginal totals, data tables contain 
some individuual small numbers which convey very limited information be- 
cause the sampling error is so large. It is suggested that for any number less 
than those shown in the column “minimum useful statistic” the interpretation 
be simply “small” rather than any more precise value. 

Northeast Region: 
&in,=--------------.. 
New Hampshire------- 
Vermont __---------- - 
Rhode Island-------- 
Connecticut--------- 
New York 

(excl. N.Y.C.)----- 
New Jersey---------- 
Pennsylvania-------- 

North Central Region: 
Ohio---------------- 
Michigan------------ 
Wisconsin----------- 
Io”a------------- 
South Dakora-------- 
Nebraska------0---- 
Ka*sas---------- 

Minimum 
usefal 

statistic 

100 
100 
lo’! 
200 

1,000 
200 

1,000 

1,000 
1,000 

200 
200 
100 
200 
200 

South Region: 
Delaware ------------ 
~j+q,la,,d---- ---w---w 
Virg~ia------------ 
&orgia------------- 
Florida------------- 
T&n~ucky---------- 
*ennessee------- 
*~ba~-------- 
Mississippi--------- 
Louisiana-------..--- 

West Region: 
~~onta*a------------- 
Idaho------------- 
Wyoming------------- 
of&,------------ 
&eg~--------- 
Califor*ia---------- 
Alaska---------- 
Ha~ii-------------- 

AGXmum 
use&l 

statistic 

2% 
200 

1,000 
200 
200 
200 
200 
200 
200 

100 
200 

1:: 
200 

1,000 

1% 

The rule for selection of these minimum useful statistics is based on an 
argument that for statistics as small as 1 percent of the total for a State a 
relative error of up to about 60 percent can he tolerated with 95 percent 
confidence. Tbis is a “central tendency rule” and there will, of course, be 
some deviation from it. Further, the tigure of 10 observations rather i&n, 
say, 12 is shown because of somewhat greater convenience in presenting and 
interpreting the minimum useful number. 
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SECTION 1. MARRIAGES- ANALYSIS AND SUMMARY 
Car1 E. Ortmeyer. Ph. D. 

Highlights 

There were 1,523,OOO marriages in the United States in 
196p; the rate per 1,000 population of 8.5 was the lowest 
snnnal rate since 1920 except for 1932 and 1958. 

Marriage rates per 1,000 population by region were 
highest during the period 1956-60 in the West and South 
and lowest in the Northeast. 

During 1953-60 monthly marriage totals for the United 
States showed some fluctuations when adjusted for seasonal 
variation, but no definite trend was observed. The large 
fluctnations of the seasonal component in the monthly mar- 
riage totals for 1953-60 were shown by an average monthly 
percentage change of 19.3 as compared with an average 
monthly percentage change of only 2.5 in the same totals 
after adjustment for seasonal variation. 

For the 16 States reporting age at marriage and mar- 
riage order for each year since 1951, median age of brides 
at first marriage declined from 21.4 years in 1951 to 20.1 
years in 1960 and for grooms from 23.8 in 1951 to 23.1 in 
1960. Most of this decline resulted from increases in the 
percentages of brides and grooms married at ages under 
20. For the same States the percentage of first marriages 
remained constant during this period for both brides and 
grooms. 

Monthly totals of marriages received from the regis- 
tration areas were highest in June in each region and in 44 
of the 50 States. When compared with couples marrying for 
the first time, according to estimates based on samples of 
marriage records, brides and grooms who remarried did 
so more often in the last quarter of the year and less often 
in June (although June is the peak month for both groups). 

For the United States as a whole, 47 percent of all 
marriages in 1960 occurred on Saturday and 72 percent 
occurred during the 3-day period Friday through Sunday. 

For the marriage-registration area (MRA), 82 percent 
of the first-married brides and’ their partners and of 
first-married grooms and their partners married in their 
States of residence; corresponding percentages for those 
who remarried were 77 percent for brides and 76 percent 
for grooms. Ten percent of the first-married brides and 
grooms were nonresidents marrying nonresident partners, 
as were 16 percent of both brides and grooms who re- 
married. 

Relatively more brides and grooms who marriedwithin 
their counties of residence were under age 25 at marriage, 
while more of those who married outside their States and 
regions of residence were of older ages. 

In the marriage-registration area, 59 percent of all 
married couples resided in the county where the marriage 
was performed, and 14 percent of the brides and 5 percent 

of the grooms were married in their counties of residence 
to nonresident spouses. Nine percent of all couples were 
both residents of the State but not the county in which they 
married; 11 percent were both nom-esidents of the State in 
which they married. 

In the United States, the mean ageatmarriage was 25.4 
for all brides and 281 for all grooms. In the MRA, brides 
20 years of age or under most often married grooms 1 to 3 
years older; those 21 through 54 years of age most fte- 
quently married grooms in the same age group as tbem- 
selves; and those 55 years and over most often married 
grooms older than themselves. 

Among couples marrying for the first time, the median 
ages of grooms who married brides 18-24 were higher by 
approximately 2 to 4 years than those of their spouses; 
median ages of grooms with spouses 25 through 54 years 
were higher than the midpoints of the five age intervals in 
this age span by about the samenumber of years (table 1-N). 
By contrast, the number of years by which ages of grooms 
exceeded the median ages of their brides increased markedly 
from about 1 year for grooms who were 20 years old at 
marriage to 5 years or more for grooms in the oldest age 
intervals. 

The age-specific marriage rates for 1960 per 1,000 
unmarried women in the United States varied from 2.9 for 
those 65 years and over to 284.7 for those 20-24 years; the 
rates per 1,000 unmarried men varied from 16.7 for those 
65 years and over to 218.3 for those 20-24 years. 

The older the age at marriage thegreater the excess of 
the age-specific marriage rate per 1,000 unmarr ied men 
over the corresponding rate per 1,000 unmarried women. 

In the MRA marriage rates per 1,000 unmarried women 
14 years of age and over were 64.1 for all brides, 63.6 for 
white brides, and 63.4 for nonwhite brides. For all grooms 
and for white and nonwhite grooms, the rates were 75.0, 
74.6, and 72.0, respectively. Age-specific rates of brides 
and of grooms at first marriage were lower for nonwhites 
than for whites at ages 18-29, but higher for nonwhites 
than for whites at ages under 18 and 30 years and over. 
Overall, rates for remarriages were higher for nonwhite 
than for white grooms but approximately equal for brides. 
Remarriage rates among both the widowed and divorced 
were higher for grooms than for brides except for the 
divorced group aged 14-24. The higher marriage rates per 
1,000 unmarried women or men 14 years and over in 
several MRA States were accounted for in part by large 
proportions of marriages of nonresident brides andgrooms. 

Distributions of age at marriage of brides and grooms 
varied markedly by previous marital status (single, widowed, 
or divorced). In terms of S-year age groups and with under 20 
years and 65 years and over as the lower and upper limits, 
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l-6 SECTION 1 - MARRIAGXS AND DIVORCES 

the largest number of single brides were under 20 years of 
age and of single grooms were 20-24 years. The greatest 
number of divorced persons of both sexes were 25-29 years, 
and the greatest number of those widowed were brides 
45-49 years and grooms 65 years and over. 

For the reporting States, the percentages of all brides 
(18.1) and of all grooms (17.5) who married for the second 
time were approximately equal as were those of all brides 
(3.9) and of all grooms (3.7) for whom the number of this 
marriage was three or more. 

For the MRA, excluding Ohio, the percents of civil 
ceremonies for first-married brides (16.4) and grooms 
(17.3) were slightly less than one-half of the corresponding 
percents for remarried brides (38.4) and grooms (36.1). 

Sources of data 

The year 1960 was a landmark in the development of 
marriage registration and marriage statistics in theunited 
States. Data were based on a sample of marriage transcripts 
selected according to probability sampling procedures and 
processed in the National Vital Statistics Division. Detailed 
information on the design of the sample, sampling errors, 
and estimates of completeness of data for 1960 as well as 
comparisons of 1960 data collection procedures with those 
of preceding years are shown in Section 7, the Technical 
Appendix. 

The sample was designed to give information on esti- 
mates of total marriages and to give statistical data about 
the marriage, tbe bride, and the groom for the United 
States, each of the four regions, the marriage-registration 
area. and each registration State. Several national and 
regional statistical tabulations are being shown for thefirst 
time. Reports of the numbers of marriages were presented 
for the years preceding 1960 on a monthly and annual basis 
for the Nation as a whole, thenine geographic divisions, and 
each State as well as annual totals for nearly all of the 
counties. Based on sample transcripts, the national and 
regional statistics for 1960 consist of marriages by month, 
by day of week, and by age at marriage of bride and groom. 
Three other variables--marriage order, maritalstatus, and 
color--are also shown for the United States as a whole but 
with larger proportions of incomplete data as indicated in 
tables 7-13 and 7-14 of the Technical Appendix. Marriage 
order (first or remarriage) of bride and of groom was re- 
ported for the United States, with almost 12 percent not 
stated. About 70 percent of thesenot stated cases were from 
reporting areas in which information for classifying first- 
married and remarried persons was not available from any 
of the sample records. Information on the marital status 
of each parmer at the time of marriage was not stated on 
14 percent of all sample records for the United States, and 
color was not statedon 16percent. Items shown for theunited 
States as a whole were more completely reported for the 
marriage-registration area. For all items except color, 
which was 9 percent, less than 5 percent were not stated. 
Among the four regions, reporting was most complete in 
the Northeast. The proportion of not stated6 exceeded 15 
percent for color in the North Central and West, for mar- 
riage order in the South, and for previous marital status in 

the North Central and South. Data on color were not available 
from a few reporting areas in the North Central and West 
Regions; data on marriage order and previous marital 
status were not available from a few areas in every region 
except the Northeast. All estimates of incompleteness are 
presented in tables 7-13 and 7-14, Section 7. 

Each estimate based on sample data has a sampling 
error arising from the fact that the estimate varies some- 
what each time a sample is drawn from all records of 
1960 marriages. These sampling errors are shownintables 
7-8, 7-9, and 7-11. 

Overall, the data are more complete for 1960 than for 
previous years, even though some work remains to be done 
to secure completeness of reporting and uniformity in tbe 
items appearingonmarriage records, chieflyfromareasnow 
outside the MRA. 

Marriage trends 

In 1960 marriages in the United States totaled 1,523,000, 
with a rate per 1,000 population of 8.5. This annual rate, as 
well as those for 1958 and 1959, was among the lowest since 
1920; only the rates for 1931,1932, and 1933 were compara- 
ble in level (table 1-A and fig. l-l). To a marked extent the 
low rates of recent years reflect the low birth rates of the 
1930 decade, the marked increases in birth rates thereafter, 
and the resulting relatively small proportions of young adults 
in the marriageable ages in 1960. When adjusted for under- 
registration, the fertility rate declined from 89.3 in 1929 to 
75.8 in 1936; the 1929 rate was not exceeded until 1942 with a 
rate of 91.5. Men and women bomin1932, when the fertility 
rate was declining markedly, reached the age of 18, the 
youngest of the peak marriage ages (approximately 18-24), 
in 1950; those born in 1941 will reach the oldest of these 
ages, 24, in 1965. Hence throughout the 16-year period 
1950-65, and particularly from about 1955 to 1960, the. 
overall marriage rate is lowered due partly to the earlier 
low hirth rates. The influence of the small number of per- 
sons in these ages on the trend of nonspecific marriage 
rates may also be seen by comparing the rate trend in 
table 1-A with the trend of the rate per 1,000 unmarried 
females 15 years of age and over shown in table 1-B. The 
latter rate (73.5) which was based more precisely on the 
female population eligible for marriage was slightly higher 
than the low of 72.0 in 1958. The level of this rate was 
higher in 1960 than in every year of the 1930 decade ex- 
cept 1936 and 1937.r 

Trends in rates during the S-year period 1956-60 (table 
1-D) show more variation for any one area than do rates 
among these areas for any one year. For example, the rats 
for the West Region varied only from 9.5 to 11.1, but the 
rate among the regions in 1960 varied from 7.0 to 9.8. For 
each year the highest rates were found in the South and 
West Regions. Within the South, the highest rates were for 
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MARRIAGE RATES: UNITED STATES, 1920-60 
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the South Atlantic Division, which includes the high mar- 
riage rate States of Maryland, South Carolina, and Georgia, 
and for the West South Central Division, with above average 
rates in two of its four States for 5 years and in one for 
1959 and 1960. In the West the exmremely high rate for 
Nevada stands out; five of the remaining seven Mountain 
States and Washington had rates above the national average, 
to some extent because of high proportions of their popu- 
lations being in the marriageable ages. Marriage rates 
were low in the Northeast Region, but New Hampshire stands 
out with rates about 40 percent above the national average. 

As a group, States in the marriage-registration area 
have had rates below the national average since the beginning 
of the MRA in 1957 (table I-A). The rates for the United 
States for the years 1957 through 1960 were 8.9, 8.4, 8.5, 
and 8.5, respectively; corresponding rates for the MRA 
were 8.2, 7.7, 7.7, and 7.2. Nevada, South Carolina, Arkan- 
sas, Oklahoma, Texas, New Mexico, and Washington had 
rates above the national average but do not yet participate 
in the marriage-registration area. 

Marriage figures unadjusted for seasonal variation 
included a strong seasonal factor with the largest totals and 
rates in June, secondary peaks in August and September, 
and seasonal lows during the first 3 months of each year 
(table 1-C). When these monthly marriage figures are 
seasonally adjusted (table l-C), the longer-term trends 

become more evident-a decline from 1953 through 1954 
followed by slight increases until early 1957, then a decline 
and levelling off through 1959 followed by some increase 
through 1960. Overall, the seasonally adjusted figures showed 
no pronounced upward or downward trend during these 
years. Figure 1-2 shows these trends of the rate per 1,000 
females 15-44 years of age. 

Trends in marriages classified by certain charac- 
teristics of brides and grooms (for example, age at mar- 
riage and marriage order) are available for an increasing 
number of States. Connecticut, Delaware, Idaho, Iowa, 
Kansas, Maine, Maryland, Michigan, New Hampshire, New 
York (excluding New York City), Oregon, South Dakota, 
Tennessee, Vermont, Virginia, and Wyoming have reported 
both age at marriage and marriage order completely enough 
for the data on these variables to be published for each. 
year beginning with 1951 (tables 1-T and 1-U). These 16 
States are distributed among the four regions-5 of the 
9 States in the Northeast are included but only 4 of 12 
in the North Central, 4 of 17 in the South, and 3 of 13 in the 
West. 

Comparisons of the age distributions for this group of 
States in 1960 with those shown for the United States (table 
2-7 in Section 2) indicate small but probably significant 
excesses in the 16 States of brides under 20 years of age 

and grooms 20-24 along with deficiences of brides aged 
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25-29 years and groom:~ 35-44 years. The comparative percents for all 1960 marriages are as follows: - 
1: 

L6 selected 
states AGE OF GROOM UtIit#t?d 16 selected 

states states 

39.2 under 20 years-------------------- 13.5 13.3 
32.8 20-24 ___--___-___ __________ years - 41.8 44.1 

8.9 25-29 years----------------------- 17.1 17.3 
4.9 30-34 years---------------------- 8.1 7.4 
7.4 3544 years----------------------- 9.2 8.0 
6.9 45 and over----------------- years 10.2 10.0 

FIGURE l-2 

MARRIAGE RATES PER 1,000 FEMALES 15-44 YEARS OF AGE BY MONTH, UNADJUSTED, SEASONALLY ADJUSTED, 

AND ADJUSTED TO SHOW CYCLE-TREND: UNITED STATES, 1953-60 
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SECTION 1 - MARRIAGES AND DIVORCES 1-9 

The outstanding trend ia the percent distributions of 
age at marriage was reward higher percents of marriages 
of teenage brides and grooms. The percent of all brides 
under age 20 increased from 31 in 1951 to 39 in 1960; for 
grooms the increase was from 8 to 13 percent. This trend 
was more marked for first marriages. TJbepercentof first- 
married brides under 20 years of age increased from 39 in 
1951 to 49 in 1960, while that forgrooms increased from 11 
in 1951 to 17 in 1960. Tbetrends in the propurtions of brides 
and grooms in all other age groups were either declining or 
relativelyuaiform. Figore 1-3 shows tbesetrends as changes 
in total age distributions. Influenced by the increases in pro- 

age at marriage, or the age below which 50 percent of all 
brides married, declined from 22.6 years in 1951 to 21.6 
yesrs in 1960; tbe median age of groomsdeclined from 24.9 
to 24.2 years. Median age offirst-marriedbridesdecreased 
from 21.4 years in 1951 to 20.1 years in 1960; for first- 
married grooms the decline was from 23.8 years in 1951 
to 23.1 years in 1960. 

‘Ihe trend in percent of all brides marrying for the 
first time for tbe 16 States from 1951 to 1960 (table 1-U) 
remained almost constant, varying by little more than one 
percentage point throughout the period. Percents of all 
grooms who married for the first time and of all brides 

portions of brides and grooms under age 20, the median and grooms who remarried al&o remained constant. 

FIGURE l-3 

CUMULATIVE PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF AGE AT FIRST MARRIAGE. OF BRIDE AND OF GROOM: 

TOTAL OF 16 SELECTED STATES, 1951- 60 

GROOM 
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Marriages by month and day of occurrence 

Trends by month.-The seasonal variation in monthly 
marriage totals in addition to a discussion of this variation 
in relation to trends may be summarized by a statistic 
termed average monthly amplitude, or average percentage 
change in each monthly figure of a series from the pre- 
ceding monthly figure. A time series analysis of marriage 
totals and rates wascarriedout fortbeperiod January 1953- 
September 1961, yielding estimates of these averageampli- 
Ndes for the original or unadjusted figures, the seasonal 
component or variation, the original figures after adjust- 
ment for seasonal variation, and two components of the 
seasonally adjusted series, the first showing cycles and 
trends of longer than 1 year’s duration and the second 
showing irregular variations of less than 1 year’s duration. 
These monthly percentage changes are: 

I!i?ZM 
vxcage monthly 

amplitude 
(percent) 

Monthly totals 

Unadjusted for seasonal wsiation--------- 
Seasonal component-------------------- 
Adjusted for seasonal variation---..--- 

cycle-trend. conrponent------------- 
Irregular conp‘snent.. -------------- 

19.7 
19.3 

2.5 
0.4 
2.5 

unadjusted for seasonal variation--------- 20.0 
Seasonal component---..---------------- 19.6 
Adjusted for seasondl. variation---l--- 2.4 

mcle-trend 0omp0nent---------l--- 0.4 
Irregular component --------------- 2.4 

Modhly rates per 1,000 female population 
aged XT-44 years 

Unaajusted for seasonal variation- ________ 19.8 
seasonal. component _----.-_-_------_---- 19.4 
Adjusted for seasonal variation------- 2.4 

cycle-trena cosponent- ------------ 0.4 
Irregular component--------------- 2.4 

These summary statistics indicate that the seasonal ampli- 
Nde very nearly equalled the amplitude in the original data 
and that there were almost no c~Llica1 or trend changes 
during these years. 

Monthly totals of marriages (in five States, of mar- 
riage licenses issued) were reported by States and, in a 
few cases, by counties. In general, monthly totals as esti- 
mated from sample manscripts (tables 1-E and l-F, and 
2-3, 2-4, and 2-5 in Section 2) differ somewhat from those 
shown in table 2-l of Section 2 because of differences in 
cutoff dates for reporting records and because of the in- 
clusion in the sample processed in NVSD of those records 
of 1960 marriages which were received with 1961 tran- 
scripts. 

The seasonal distributions of reported monthly totals 
(table 2-1, Section 2) weere, in general, similar to those 
discussed previously under Marriage Trends. In most 

regions and geographic divisions, June had the highest 
monthly totals of marriages and March the lowest. In the 
Northeast Region, September had the second highest totals, 
and in the North Central, south, and West, August was the 
second highest followed closely by December in the South 
and July in the West. In all States except six, June totals 
were highest. In many States March totals were lowest; 
Georgia, Tennessee, and most States in the West were 
exceptions. Highest monthly totals were reportedfor July 
in Nevada and New Hampshire, for August in Alaska and 
Idaho. for September in Rhode Island, and for December 
in South Carolina. 

Demographic characteristics.-The percentage distri- 
butions by age shown for each month in table 1-E had no 
definite pattern. Relatively more of the younger brides and 
grooms and fewer older brides andgroomsmarriedin June. 
However, among June brides and grooms the teenagers were 
underrepresented; brides 20-24 and grooms 20-29 were best 
represented. The oldest ages, 45 years andover, were found 
in highest proportions among brides marrying in October and 
grooms marrying in November. 

Proportionate monthly distributions by marriage order 
and color of brides and grooms (table 1-F and fig. l-4) 
mdicated mat June was a popular month for marriages in 
all categories, but relatively more brides and grooms who 
remarried chose 1 of the last 3 monthsof the year than was 
the case for those who married for the first time. 

Differences in the monthly distributions of marriages 
of whites as compared with nonwhites were not uniform. 
These differences might be less complex, however, if 
regional variations were taken into account. When com- 
pared with white brides and grooms for the United States as 
a whole, nonwhite brides and grooms who married for the 
first time did so more frequently in January and March (and 
May for brides) and less frequently in the summer and early 
auNmn (June through September). Among previously mar- 
ried brides and grooms, relatively morenonwhites remarried 
in February, April, June, November, and December, and 
fewer remarried in January and July through October.Most 
of these comparisons also apply to the entries for the MRA, 
except that percents of first-married brides inMay are about 
equal, and that the order of the percents for the previously 
married is reversed for marriages occurring in June and 
October. 

Weekly variation.-Estimates of the numbers of mar- 
riages performed on each day of the week during 1960 
showed that 46.7 percent of all marriages occurred on 
Saturday. Among the regions these proportions were 62.1 
percent in the Northeast, 55:7 in the North Central, 35.2 in 
the South, and 38.6 in the West. Forthe MRA the proportion 
occurring on Saturday was 52.3 percent, and according to 
the figures for the Nation, tbe MRA, and for each region 
except the Northeast (which had more marriages occurring 
on Sunday) the next most popular day for marriages was 
Friday and then Sunday. Taken as a group, marriages per- 
formed in 1960 on the 3 “weekend” days constituted72.0 
percent of all marriages in the United States and 76.6 per- 
cent in tbe MRA. Statistically, since the number of Saturdays 
(or of Fridays or Sundays) in any month of 29 days or more 
varies between four and five from year to year, the pro- 
nounced weekly cycles are a factor in the variation in totals 
for the same month of different years. 
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PERCENTAGE DlSTRlBUTlON OF FIRST MARRIAGES AND 1 

REMARRIAGES OF BRIDES BY MONTH: UNITED STATES 

AND MARRIAGE-REGISTRATION AREA, 1960 
PERCENT 

United States 

I I I I I I I I I I I 
J F I A M J J A s 0 N 

15 
MElrriage-Registration Area 

0-1 
JFMAMJJA5ON 

Resident status of bride and of groom 

in place of marriage 

Analysis of residence data was limited by problems in 
allocating county of residence when only city or town was 
reported, as was the case for several States. If only city or 
town was reported, allocation was made to the county which 
included all or the largest proportion of the city or town 
population. Though the data on county of residenceshould be 
accepted with some caution, comparisons of theproportions 
of brides and grooms resident and not resident in county of 
marriage in 8 States reporting only city or towa with those 
of other States in the MRA indicate that the variation in 
these distributions among the 8 States closely resembles 
the variation among the other 25 States. 

Variations in the proportions of brides and grooms who 
married witbin or outside their counties and States of resi- 
dence indicate the extent to which couples went into various 
States to marry; they also provide information about 

differences, if any, in the demographic characteristics of 
resident and nonresident brides and grooms. 

Data on resident status were available only for the 
States in the marriage-registration area. Tables 2-8, 2-9, 
2-10, and 2-11 in Section 2 show these data as frequencies; 
in tables l-G, l-H, and 1-J the data are shown as percents. 

About 699,000, or 81 percent, of the 868,000 marriages 
for which residence was reported were those of brides and 
grooms resident iu the State in which they married. Eighty- 
two percent of both first-married brides and grooms were 
residents marrying resident spouses, as was the case for 
77 percent of the brides and 76 percent of the grooms who 
had been previously married. Next in order of numbers and 
proportions were those couples with both spouses non- 
residents-10 percent of the first-married brides and 
grooms and 16 percent of those previously married. 
For first m&ages of either or both partners 7 per- 
cent of all grooms were nonresidents marrying resident 
brides, but only 2 percent of the brides were nonresidents 
marrying resident grooms. Corresponding proportions for 
grooms and brides in couples where one or both had been 
previously married were 5 and 3 percent, respectively. 

Comparison of tbe distributions of age at marriage 
for four resident-status categories of brides and grooms 
(table I-G) indicates no simple relationship of resident 
status and age at marriage. Among brides marrying in their 
county of residence, 39 percent were under 20 years of age; 
but among brides marrying outside their region of resi- 
dence, only 30 percent were under age 20. Corresponding 
percents for grooms were 15 and 10, respectively. Also, 
among the four categories of brides as well as of grooms, 
the percent 25 to 64 years of age was least among those 
resident in the county where they married. Residents in- 
cluded relatively large numbers of young brides andgrooms 
and, correspondingly, somewhat smaller proportions of 
older brides and grooms. 

Among all brides and grooms who had married pre- 
viously, those who married in their county of residence 
included relatively more youths (under 20 for brides and 
under 25 for grooms). On the otherhand, brides and grooms 
who were nonresidents of the counties and States in which 
they married were more often older (20-44 for brides and 
25-64 for grooms). However, the brides and grooms who 
remarried in their counties of residence included more 
brides aged 45 or over and more grooms aged 65 or over 
than did those who remarried outside their counties of 
residence. In other words, brides andgrooms who remarried 
in their home counties included relatively more of those 
in the youngest and oldest ages at marriage, whereas the 
ages in between were overrepresented among the non- 
residents. 

Fifty-nine percent of all couples were both residents 
of the county in which they married (table 1-H and table 2-10 
in Section 2). Of the remainder, 9 percent lived in other 
counties in the same State, while in 11 percent of the cases 
both lived outside the State where married. The proportion 
of couples in which the bride resided in the county of mar- 
riage but the groom did not (14 percent) was about three 
times as large as the proportion in which the groom resided 
in the county of marriage but the bride did not (5 percent). 

The proportion of couples with both parmers residents 
of the State in which they married exceeded 90 percent in 
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Alaska, California, Hawaii,, Louisiana, Michigan, Ohio, and Marriages and marriage rates by age, .color, 
Wisconsin but was less than 50 percent in Idaho, Maryland, 
and New Hampshire (table 1-J and fig. I-S). States in which 

and marriage ozdex of bride and of groom 

the proportion of couples witb both$rtaer~ nonresident was In?xrelatioasbips of these key demographic variables 
more that.? twice the 11 percent for tbeMRA as a whole were are shown as frequency disttibutions in tables Z-6,2-7, and 
Georgia, Idaho, Iowa, Maryland, New Hampshire, South 2-12 tbrougb 2-17 in Section 2 and as derived percents. and 
Dakota, and Virginia. rates in tbe aimlytical tables 1-K through 1-N and 1-P; 

PERCENTAGB DISlRIEUTION OF MARRIAGES BY RESIDENT STATUS OF BRIDE AND OF GROOM 

IN STATE WHERE MARRIED: MARRIAGE-REGISTRATION AREA AND EACH REGISTRATION STATE, 1960 

- 
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The mean age for all bride6 in 1960 was 25.4 years, 
while for grooms it was 28.7 years. Mean ages in each 
region varied only slightly from the nationwidefigures-the 
greatest difference being in the West, where the mean ages 
at marriage were older (26.4 years for brides and 29.4 for 
grooms). For the MRA these age estimates-25.2 for brides 
and 28.4 for grooms-are fractionally lower than those for 
the Nation as a whole. 

When ages of brides were classified by the ages of their 
grooms (table 2-12 in Section 2). relationships werefound to 
bs similar to those of previous years. For the MRA the 
modal age of groom6 with brides uuder 18 years of age was 
18; for those with brides 18-21 it was 21 years. Bride6 22 
and 23 years of age more oftenmarriedgrooms of the same 
ages, and those aged 24 years married grooms who were 
25. For the age6 above 25; partners of approximately the 
same age are characteristic, except that at the oldest age 
intervsls (55 years and over for brides and 65 years and 
over for grooms) bride6 again characterfstically marry 
grooms older than them6elves.a 

At the younger ages the age relationships were sbrdlar 
for whites and for nonwhites in the MRA (table 2-13 in 
Section 2). More brides under 20 year6 married grooms 
20-24 rather than grcom6 under 20, and brides 20-24 and 
25-29 most often married grooms in the same age inttu-val. 
However, more nonwhite brides in the age groups 35-39 
and 45-49 married grooms in older S-year age groups than 
in their own, whereas the most frequent age combinatior~5 
of white couples were .fn the same S-year age groups. These 
data 6upport in part a generalization that at ages 35 and over 
nonwhite brfdes marry older grooms more often than do 
white brides. Differences observed between whites andnon- 
whites may result frcan differences fn economic status or 
educational level rather than in color, but data available for 
these tabulations did not permit multivariate analysis of 
such difkr6nces. The estimated numbers of white-nonwhite 
marriages in the MRA were so small as to be somewhat 
unreliable statistically, but they suggest, as shown below, 
that the age combination6 of brides and grooms in such 
marriages w6re not markedly different from those found 
among marriage partuers of the same color. 

?he most frequent age combinations of brides andgrooms 
at first marriage of both (table 2-14 in Section 2) were, in 
general, similar to those for all marriages. Bride6 and 
grooms were most frequently approximately the same age 
except that brides aged 20 years or under more often 
married grooms 1 to 3 years older. Table 1-N (based on 
table 2-14) includes data which point up variations in mean 
and median ages of one partner as the age of the other varies. 
The analysis brings out the familiar characteristic of these 
combined age distribution6 that (except for the youngest and 
oldest brides) even though the most frequent ormodal com- 
bination6 were those of partners of approrimately the same 
age, many more grooms were older than their brides. For 

the United States, for example, the meanageof grooms with 
bride6 21 years old was24.2,butthemean age of brides wftb 
grooms 21 years old was 19.8 year& At the older age6 
these differences were even greater. The median and mean 
ages of hrfdes with grcoms in me age group6 45-54 and 
55-64 were approxfmately 10 years younger Unm were the 
median and mean ages of grooms with brides in the 
correspondhg age groups. 

iqtJMrEB!E ~=----- 1,893 889 1,002 

m&r 25 J,eGar& -_-_-_--__ --- 1,196 789 407 
25 years and aver ---_-- - ---- 696 llm 595 

AOrt!mD!E mJa.f 

ImITE IlmF,~------- 2,023 928 1,095 

under 25 years----------- 1,172 267 305 
25 y.su-s ad over---..-------- 851 a 790 

btdf3 in&lae age not stati. 

For the Nation as a whole, 75 percent of all brides and 
76 percent of all grooms for whom marriage order was 
reported (i.e., 88 percent of all 1960 marriages) had not 
been previously married (table 1-K and fig. l-6). The pro- 
pxtions were highest in the Northeast Region (84 percent 
for both brides and grooms) and lowest mthe West (65 per- 
cent for brides and 69 for grooms). In the North Central 
and South Regions these proportion6 approximate those for 
the Nation. Among fndividual States in the MRA, most of the 
proportions of all brides and grooms marry@ for the first 
time fell between 70 and 80 percent. only Florida and four 
States in the West Region reported70peacentor less. Dela- 
ware, Nebraska, Utah, Wisconsiu, and six States in the 
Northeaet Region reported 80 percent or more. 

IUnitedSfofes,andre~.-FortheunitedStatesin1960, 
the marriage rate for females varied kom 29 per 1,008 
unmarried female population 65 years and over m284.7 per 
1,000 aged 20-24 years (table 1-L and fig. l-7). Of the 
unmarried female popllation, 81 of every l,ooO aged 14-19 
years married in 1960, 285 of 1.000 aged 20-24,197 of 
I,CKbO aged 25-29, 119 of 1,000 aged 30-34,73 of 1,000 aged 
35-44, and 19 of 1,000 aged 45-64. 

The highest rate per 1,000 unmarried mea fell in the 
same age group (20-24 years) a6 for women, but the peak 
rate (218 per 1,000) was much lower than Uxtt for women. 
Beginning with the age group 25-29 years, however, rates 
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F,G”RE l-6 

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF MARRIAGES BY MARRIAGE ORDER OF BRIDE AND OF GROOM: UNITED STATES, 

EACH REGION, MARRIAGE-REGISTRATION AREA, AND EACH REGISTRATION STATE, 1960 
BRIDE GROOM 
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*or men exceeded those for women by proportionally greater 
amounts until age 65 years and over whenthe rate per 1,000 
unmarried men aged 65 and over (17) was over five times 
as large as that for unmarried women of the same age (3). 

among the regions, the rates were consistently lower 
In the Northeast. Rates for brides under age 25 were 
equally high in the South and West; above that age, however, 
the rates were clearly highest in the West, except for the 
age group 65 years and over, for which rates were equally 

high in the North Central and South Regions. Rates for 
grooms aged 20-24 were eqmlly high in the North Central 
and South Regions; for all other age groups, the highest 
rates were found in the South and West. Age-specific mar- 
riage rates for all brides and grooms for the United States 
(table 1-L) and me MFU% (table 1-M) are compared graphi- 
cally in fimre 1-7. 

Marriage-registration area. -These rates were not 
computed for the united States and each region because in- 
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FIGURE 1-7 

RATE PER MARRIAGE RATES BY AGE OF BRIDE AND OF GROOM: UNITED STATES AND 
LDDD OF 
SPECIFIED AGE MARRIAGE REGISTRATION AREA, 1960 
300 

AGE AT MARRIAGE (in yearsl 

300 

AGE AT MARRIAGE lin years) 
- 

formation on color, marriage order, and previous marital 
status was not available from a few reporting areas outside 
the MRA. However, tie rates computed for the MRA as a 

whole show marked differences behveen the rates for men 
and those for women. For alJ marriages therate for all un- 
married men 14 years of age andover was 17 percent above 
the corresponding rate for unmarried women. Since, of 
course, the numbers of 1960 brides and grooms are equal, 
this difference in rates reflects the ratio of unmarried men 
to unmarried women in the MRA in 1960. The number of 
females in the unmarried population 14 years and over BX- 
ceeded males by 17 percent; the corresponding percents for 
whites and nonwhites were 17 and 12, respectively. (These 
population figures are shown in tables 7-16 through 7-18 of 

the Technical Appendix.) Rates for first marriages of all 
single women 14 years and over exceeded those for single 
men of the same ages by almost 23 percent for whites and 
30 percent for nonwhites. As of 1960, the number of white 
single men 14 years of age andover exceeded the number of 
white single women of these ages by 26 percent; among 
nonwhites the corresponding figure was 30 percent. 

For both first-married brides and grooms, the 1960 
rates were slightly higher for nonwhites than for whites 
14-17 years of age, markedlyhigherforwhitesthan for non- 
whites at the ages from 18 through 29, but showed increasing 
difference in favor of nonwhites at ages 30 and over. These 
data indicate that first marriages occurred over a wider 
range of ages for nomvhite brides andgrooms than for white. 
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Computations based on pOpularion bases for 1960 (table7-18) Remarriage rates for all currently unmarr ied men 14 
indicate that the ratios of single nonwbite men per 100 years of age and over exceeded those for women by 172 
single nonwhite women were 156, 161, and 140 for the older percent. In the cases of widowed and divorced women who 
ages 35-44. 45-64, and 65 years and older, whereas the remarried, the rates for whites were above those for non- 
corresponding ratios for single white men per 100 white whites at all ages except 45 and older. Rates for widowed 
women were 1.28, 97, and 73. If more nonwhite than white and divorced men in 1960 were higher for whites than for 
single men do not many or postpone marriage, it seems nonwhites at ages 25 through 64, with the rates for nou- 
probable that relatively more nonwhite than white single whita exceeding those for whites at ages 14-24 and 65 years 
women would marry widowed or divorced men; this does and over. 
indeed seem to be the case (table 2-21). 

FIGURE I-S 

MARRIAGE RATES BY PRRVIOUS MARITAL STATUS AND AGE OF BRIDE AND OF GRbOM: 
Ra4TE PER 
I.000 OF 

MARRIAGE- REGISTRATION AREA, 1960 

SPEClFlED AGE 

14-24 25-34 35-44 45-64 65 md over 

100 

0 
45-64 65 and over 
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In the light of the overall ratio in 1960 of 35 widowed 
and divorced men 14 years of age and over per 100 women 
in the same category, it seems likely that widowed and 
divorced men have more opportunities to marry than do 
women. Comparisons of age-specific marriage rates for 
single, widowed, and divorced brides and grooms are 
presented in figure 1-8. 

Remarriage rates for grooms were markedly higher 
than those for brides (table 1-O) with the exception that the 
rate for divorced women under 25 years of age (433.4) was 
higher than that for the corresponding group of men (360.4). 
The older the brides and grooms at remarriage, the greater 
the relative excess of the rate for men over that for women. 
Among both the divorced and the widowed, the difference 
between the remarriage rate for nonwhite men and women 
was greater than that between white men and women. The 
remarriage ratefor divorced nonwhite men (180.6) was 60 
percent above the corresponding rate (112.6) for nonwhite 
women; the corresponding rate for white men (164.8) was 
35 percent above the rate for white women (121.9). Among 
the widowed, the remarriage rate for men was about 3% 
times the rate for women for both whites and nonwhites, 
but this difference was slightly larger for nonwhites. 

Registmticm States.-The rates for all marriages per 
1,000 unmarried women 14 years of age and over ranged 
from 47.3 in Pennsylvania to 158.7 in Idaho (table 1-P). 
The rate for Idaho was associated with an unusually high 
percent (45.5) of nonresident couples marrying in the State, 
relative to the 11 percent of couples iu the entire MRA iu 
1960 who were not residents of the States in which their 
ceremonies occurred. In Georgia, Maryland, New Hamp- 
shire, and Wyoming with 31, 43, 38. and 20percentre- 
spectively, of all marriages involving couples not resident 
in the State, the rates for all brides (102, 112, 92, and 108) 
and all grooms (126, 127, 111, and 93) were markedly above 
the MRA rates for all brides (69) and all grooms (77). 
Rates for these four States no doubt would be lower if 
their numerators were the nnmbers of resident brides and 
grooms, irrespective of place of marriage, since the base 
populations are resident in the State. 

A few States with average or smaller proportions of non- 
resident marriages in the State had high marriage rates. 
The rates for alI marriages in Utah (78.4 for women, 85.1 
for men) were among the highest in those States with 
average and below average percents of nonresident mar- 
riages. Alaska and Montana also had high marriage rates 
among States not attracting unusually large proportions of 
marriages involving nonresident couples. 

The age distribution of brides and grooms by marriage 
on.% and color for the MRA and each State shown m 
table 2-17 in Section 2 can be analyzed for a number of 
C~PtiSOnS among two or more States. Since resident 
PoP~aliOnS are available for 1960, rates specific by age 
and Sex can be computed for such analyses, keeping in mind 
that their accuracy is greatest in those States with small 
PrOPmtiOnS of nonresidents marrying in the State and of 
residents leaving the State to marry. 

Previous marital status, age at xnamiage, 

and color of bride and of groom 

While more complete than in earlier periods, the data on 
color and previous marital. status were less’completely re- 
ported than was the case for age, chiefly because information 
was not available from a few States and sample counties. 
(Estimates of incompleteness are shown in tables 7-13 and 
7-14 of the Technical Appendfx.) The data are presented as 
frequencies in tables 2-6 and 2-18 tbrcqh 2-23 in Section 
2. Age distributions for the United States are shown iu table 
2-6. 

In terms of 5-year age groups, the modal ages in the 
MRA for brides were those under 25 years for the single, 
45-49 years for the widowed, and 25-29 years for ‘the 
divorced. lhese modal age groups for brides were the same 
for both whites and nonwhites in the MRA. The modal age 
groups for grooms in the MRA were under 25 years for the 
singIe, 65 years and over for the widowed, and 30-34 years 
for the divorced These age groupe were the same for both 
white and nonwhite single and widowed grooms, but the peak 
age groups for divorced grooms were 30-34 years for 
whites and 35-39 years for nonwhite% 

Numbers of marriages of single, widowed, and di- 
vorced brides and grooms by color (table 2-23) for each 
MRA State, with summary figures for the MRA as a whole, 
can be used in ccmpariug the proporrions of single, 
widowed, and divorced brides and grooms in each color 
category among the States. 

Numbers of marriages fn which single and previously 
married brides married grooms in each marital status are 
shown below for marriages of whites tononwbites.Numbers 
of marriages of white and nonwhite couples are shown in 
table Z-21. 

Am- ~~--- 

SW ------------ ----- 
Pretiously msxiea------ 

ti-EmE pxrDl3=------- 

sip--------------- 
FYreriously marries----- 
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Percent distributions for the MRA of each marital 
status combination of white couples and nonwhite couples 
ZPZ: 

Al.l couples __---_________ 

Single bride 
Single groom -_-_- - - -_-_ ---_ 
Widowed groom ---___-_--__ 
Divorced groom------------ 

Widowed bride 
single groom ___----__-_--__ 
Widowed groom ------------ 
Divorcedgroom------------ 

Divorced bride 
Single groom _______________ 
Widowed groom ----__----__ 
Divorcedgroom------------ 

Whplite Nonwhite 
coufdes col4p1es 

100.0 100.0 

73.2 71.7 
1.0 1.8 
5.0 6.3 

1.3 1.8 
2.5 2.9 
1.7 1.6 

5.9 5.7 
1.4 2.3 
8.1 6.0 

There were relatively more marriages of smgle brides 
and grooms among whites than among nonwhites and also of 
couples in which both partners were divorced. On the other 
hand, the proportions were markedly greater among non- 
white than among white couples for combinations of single 
brides with widowed grooms and somewhat greater for 
those of single brides with divorced grooms, of widowed 
brides with single and with widowed grooms, and divorced 
brides with widowed grooms. Proportions of white and non- 
white couples were almost equal for widowed brides with 
divorced grooms and for divorced brides with singlegrooms. 

Age distributions for brides and grooms of each com- 
bination of previous marital status are shown for the mar- 
riage-registration area in tables 2-18 through 2-20 and 
table Z-22, and age distributions for all brides and grooms 
are found in table 2-12 and for single partners in table 
2-14. Age categories have been varied among the sections 
of each table, particularly at the youngest and oldest ages, 
in order to reduce tbe number of table entries with small 
and unreliable frequencies. 

Distributions of brides and grooms by number of this 
marriage (i.e., first, second, third or more) are presented 
for the MRA and each State in table 2-24. Percentage dis- 
tributions of brides and grooms by number of this marriage 
are shown in table 1-Q. For the MRA (excluding Idaho, 
Kansas, Maryland, and Oregon) 18.1 percent of brides and 
17.5 percent of grooms married for the second time, while 
3.9 percent of brides and 3.7 percent of grooms married 
for the third time or more. For brides and grooms marry- 
ing for the third time or more, percents for the States vary 
from 12.3 and 9.9 (Alaska), 11.2 and 7.8 (Wyoming), and 6.3 
and 8.1 (Mississippi) to less than 1 percent for each in New 
York and Pennsylvania. 

Civil and religious marriage ceremonies 

Seventy-nine percent of the marriages in the marriage- 
registration area for which type of ceremony was indicated 
were solemnized in religious ceremonies; 21 percent were 
solemnized in civil ceremonies. The percents of civil 
ceremonies for first-married brides and grooms (16 and 
17, respectively) were less than half the percents for 
previously married brides (38) and grooms (36). There 
was wide variation among the States in the proportions of 
civil ceremonies for both first-married and previously 
married brides and grooms-for the first-married from 5 
percent to 41 percent, for the previously married from 10 
percent to 67 percent. 

Because all States in the MRA (except Kentucky, where 
only the name of the person performing the ceremony is 
requested, and Ohio) request the title-Reverend, Rabbi, 
Judge, etc.-of the person solemnizing the marriage to be 
shown on the marriage certificate or record form, it is 
possible to determine whether the ceremony was civil or 
religious. In 1960, 57 percent of the sample records from 
Kentucky also showed the title of the officiant. 

Whethex the ceremony was civil or religious was not 
stated for an estimated 11 percent of tbe marriages in the 
MRA. Ohio’s marriages accounted for almost 70 percent 
of these not stated data. 

Data on marriage order and age at marriage of brides 
and grooms married in each type of ceremony are shown in 
tables 1-R and 1-S .and 2-25 and 2-26 in Section 2. Sta- 
tistics in relation to four categories of religious ceremonies 
with data fcom the six States which report the denomination 
of clergymen officiating at religious ceremonies are shown 
in table 2-27. 

Among all brides and all grooms who remarried, the 
proportion of civil ceremonies was slightly more than twice 
as high as among brides and grooms at fist marriage 
(table 1-R). Among first-married grooms, the proportion 
of civil marriages was higher for those married at ages 
35 and older; among brides the data showed no marked 
trend as age increased. Among the brides who remarried, 
this proportion declined as age at marriage increased: but 
among grooms who remarried the proportion rose to a 
peak for tbe age group 35-44 years and then declined 
for ages after 44. 

Among the States in the MRA, most of those that bad 
relatively high proportions of civil ceremonies for first 
marriages also had high proportions for remarriages 
(table 1-S). States with relatively low propDrtioils of civil 
ceremonies include California (especially for remarriages), 
Delaware, Hawaii, Maine, New York (only for first mar- 
riages), Oregon, Utah, Virginia (especially for remarriages), 
and Wisconsin. ‘Ihosewithhigbproportionsinclude Alabama, 
Georgia, and New Hampshire and (especially for remar- 
riages) Alaska, Montana, and Wyoming. Connecticut and 
Nebraska were exceptional in combining low proportions of 
civil ceremonies among firstmarriageswithhighproportion 
among remarriages. 



SECTION 1 - MARRIAGES AND DIVORCES 

The statistics on the distcibution of religious cere- 
monies among the major religious groups-Protestant, 
Roman Catholic, and Jewish (table 2-27)~indicaterelation- 
ships of these distributions to the marriage order of 
brides and grooms. The fourth category of religious cere- 
monies, other and not stated, includes in two States (Cali- 
fornia and Pennsylvania) substantial numbers of cases for 
which the denomination of the officiating clergyman was 
not reported. For those religious ceremonies reported as 
Protestant, Catholic, or Jewish, the percent of first- 
married brides married in Protestant ceremonies varied 
from 27.8 in Rhode Island to 94.0 in Virginia. These pro- 
portions are similar for first-marriedgrooms. Proportions 
of first-married brides wedded in Catholic ceremonies 
varied from 5.7 in Virginia to 70.8 in Rhode Island, with 

corresponding percents of grooms being similar. For 
first-married brides and grooms married in Jewish cere- 
monies, the proportions varied from none in South Dakota to 
almost 6.0 in Pennsylvania. For previously married brides 
and grooms, tbe percent having Protestant ceremonies 
varied fcom about 98 in Virginia to 43 for brides and 50 for 
grooms in Pennsylvania; percents having Catholic cere- 
monies varied from less than 2 in Virgmia to 40 for brides 
and 31 for grooms in Pennsylvania. Exceptfor Pennsylvania 
the proportions of remarried brides and grooms married 
in Jewish ceremonies did not exceed 2.2 percenr; reports 
from Pennsylvania indicated the highest proportions mar- 
ried iu Jewish ceremonies (17 for brides and 19 for 
grooms). 
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Table 1-A. Estimated. Number of Marriages and-Marriage Rates With Percent Changes From 
Preceding Year: United States, 1920-60, and Marriage-Registration Area, 1957-60 

ARpILAmyBAR mer 

lIlm?a S5?P.!mSL-cnl. 
AL-------------------------------- 1,989,WD 
~5--------------------------- 1,s27,mo 
93c-------------------------- 1,?m,wo 
933----------------------------- 1,098,wo 

932------------------------------ 981,935 
931--------------------------------- 1,060,914 
~---------------------------- 1,x26,856 
529----------------------------- 1,252,559 

~B----------------------------- 1,182,49, 
92’1---------------------------- 1,201,053 
~6--------------------------- 1,202,5,4 
925--------------------------- 1,le&334 

92c--------------------------- l,l&p;,514 
US--------------------------- 1,219,184 
922-------------------------------- l,lz%,lsl 
921----------------------------- l,E3,as3 
~------------------------------- 1,21.%,416 

l#AFmmGm-m~ 

9w-------------------------------- 873,224 
959----------------------------- x.3,0,9 
958------------------------------ 748,437 
95,----------------------------- 774,305 

AmAmYEm 

lJrm!mW’ 

1960------.-------- _-_- ----- 
1*9---------.------------------ 
1958-------------------------- 
195,------------------------- 

1956--------------------------- 
1955----------..-------^“------- 
195c--------------------------- 
195J-----------.------------ 

1952---------.-------------. 
1951---------------------------- 
199)--------------------------- 

Table 1-B. Estimated Marriage Rates per 1,000 Unmarried Female Population 15 Years of Age 
and Over and 15 -44 Years of Age: United States, 1940-60 

@aa refer only tomarriages aecurring rviwll the united states. Alaska tihded be-g 1969, and Hawaii, 1960. Rates for 1940,1950, and 1960 based $3” popdation enumerate* 
; Ior au &her pars, estimated as of Jdy 1) 

Rate 
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Table 1-C. Estimated Number of Marriages and Marriage Rates by Month, With and Without 
Seasonal Adjustments: United States, 1953-60 

ii. : 
- 

Oct. 

- 
mm. 



l-22 SECTION 1 - MARRIAGES AND DIVORCES 

Table 1-D. Marriages and Marriage Rates: United States, Each Region, Division, and State, 

East mrth centzal: 
(mio---------------------------------~---- 

west Earth central: 
-e*dB----------------------------------- 

-as--------------------------------------- 

SDuth Atllmtie: 

g$zi _---_______-___________________________ 
M&r%& Of coldly-------------------------- 
VLrg~iar-------------------------------------- 

East sosth centrsl: 
Kent--------------------------------------- 

TdaM------------------------------------------ 
wyaping- ----____---_____ _ --______- - ____--___- 
c*ol-&& 2_______________-___--------------~ 
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Table 1-E. Percentage Distribution of Marriages by Age of Bride and of Groom, by Month 
Marriage Performed: Marriage-Registration Area, 1960 

Table 1-E. Percentage Distribution of Marriages by Age of Bride and of Groom, by Month 
Marriage Performed: Marriage-Registration Area, 1960 

(By place Of oec”rre”ce. Bass on sample uati; for frequencies, see tall.3 2.4. section 2. Totals by age exCl”.ie ‘not statea’) 

Table 1-F. Percentage Distribution of Marriages by Month Marriage Performed, by Marriage 
Order and Color of Bride and of Groom: United States and Marriage-Registration Area, 1960 

(BY ~ldse ol: w~“rrdnce. Based cm ssnwle data; for freweneks. see tabbies 2-2 and 2-3, Section 2. Totals by month exclude T,ot staled.” Fie%lreS !aY marriage older and by 
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Table 1-G. Percentage Distribution of Marriages by Age of Bride and of Groom, by Resident 
Status in Place Where Married and Marriage Order: Marriage-Registration Area, 1960 

Am MAFHAG~ 

Br~de----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

30-34 ~--------------------------------.------------------------------------------ 

35-44 ye--------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

45-61 years------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

65 years and o~=------------------------------------------------------------------ 

we po yoars-----------.-----------------------...----------------------------------- 

m-24 years-----..----------------------------------------------------------------------- 

25-29 ye~~-------.------------------------------------------------------------------- 

SD-34 yeBT‘s------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

G-64 year*----------------------------------------------------------.------------------- 

65 yeus end ~=T----------------------------------------------------------------------- 

FTBST TGmIPss 

Brlde--------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

T&&r 18 ye*~-------------.--------------”--------------------------------------------- 

1s 4 19 y-=----------------------------------------------.------------------------- 

m-24 ye--------------.------------~-----------------------~------------------------- 

25-2s years-------.------------------------------------.------------------------------ 

so-54 p----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

3,-M ~------------------------------------------------------------------~------- 

45-84 years------.---.----------------------------------------------------------------- 

85 years ana o____________.._____------------~.~---------~~-~--------~-~-----------~ 

Grnrm-------.-----------------------..------------------------------------------- 

65 Jreaps aqd ------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

~----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

umw 20 ~--------‘----------------------------------------------------------------- 

2544 ~~~-----------------------------------------------.-----------------------~----- 

35-G -~--------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

45-64 -B-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

65 -- aaa -1______-_______________________________-------------------------------- 

lco.0 lco.0 !! 
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Table 1-H. Percentage Distribution of Marriages by Resident Status of Bride and of Groom in 
Place Where Married- Marriage-Registration Area, 1960 

(By place ce occurrence. Base.3 on sample data; Ior frequencies, see table 2.10, section a. E;relu,kF ‘hat stated”) 
KEjIIJaes~~oFoIQoMmPI‘lcE~- 

Table 1-J. Percentage Distribution of Marriages by Resident Status of Bride and of Groom in 
State Where Married: Marriage-Registration Area and Each Registration State, 1960 

EIL;;*-si~~~r,i--.------------------------------------------------------------------ 
?r,t~~~---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
I,~~~or------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
xc= ~~~hrlr-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

xc%. Jc~~~----------------------------------------------------------------------- 
m.“. Y0l.k (cBEI. n.y.c.)----------------------------------------------------------- 
chlD------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
W” -_-_____-_________-_-------- - _------ - -----------__-- - -__-_---___-_-__-__----- - 

s.s 

::I 
1.9 
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Table 1-K. Percentage Distribution of Marriages by Marriage Order of Bride and of Groom: 
United States, Each Region, Marriage-Registration Area and Each Registration State, 1960 

Table 1-L. Marriage Rates by Age of Bride and of Groom: United States and Each Region, 1960 
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Table 1-N. Specified Age of Bride and of Groom and Median and Mean Age of Spouse at First 
Marriage of Both: United States and Marriage-Regishation Area, 1960 

(By phrr of c1ccu~rcnc~1. Based M snmple data. Com,mt>l from fiyres exccluding age no, st;ltrd, 
r- -r7 

--I- 
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Table 1-O. Marriage Rates by Previous Marital Status, Color, and Age of Bride and of Groom 
Marriage-Registration Area, 1960 

360.4 
941.6 
202.4 

95.5 
y1.0 

Table 1-P. Marriage Rates by Marriage Order of Bride and of Groom: Each Marriage-Registration 
State, 1960 

(begrm --“““““-““““-““~“~“~“““-““~~“~~~”~~ - “_____-_“““““““““_ - “““” -_ 

-~~-~“-“-“--------------------------”””””””””””““-“““““““”””””””” 

26.6 
23.4 
*2.3 
14.1 
90.9 
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Table 1-Q. Percentage Distribution of Marriages by Number of This Marriage of Bride and of 
Groom: Marriage-Registration Area and Each Regisiration State, 1960 

Table 1-R. Percentage Distribution of First Marriages and Remarriages by Type of Ceremony 
Performed, by Age of Bride and of Groom: Marriage-Registration Area, 1960 

(BY pkce cd occurre”ce. Based ora sample data; for tiequmcies, see table 2.25, Section 2. totals by type of ceremony exclude “not stated” ~ipures b type of ceremony ex- 
chuk data for Ohio; reporting cd this item via.7 not required) 

I m :r*IFhlAa; Et- 

BRmc---------------------------------------- 1 100.0 

lhdcr a0 ycars------------------------------------------------------- 

m-24 yenm----------------------------------------------------- Ez:: 
25-x -=---------------------------------------- m.0 
355-M ~~=-------------------------------------------- 

.I54 ~------------------------------------------------------ EZ:: 
55-M ye~2r--------------------------------------------- ICO.0 
65 y,zszc and ----------------------------------------- 1cI).o 

oRMI”--------------------------------------------------- 1mJ.o 

on,kr 20 ~~ycnra----------------------------------------- 

202& years------------------------------------------ z-2: 
25-Y-e------------------.------------------------- K&O 
J5u ALE-------------------------------------- 1m.o 
45-y -~-------------------------------------------- lw.o 
5564 yc~8---^------------------------------------- 1m.o 
65 years ana ovE=----------------------------------- 1co.o 
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Table 1-S. Percentage Distribution of First Marriages and Remarriages of Bride and of Groom, 
by Type of Ceremony Performedz Marriage-Registration Area and Each Registration State, 1960 

tm place Of occurrence. Baaed cm sampie da*, for frequencies, see table 2.46, SecthI 2. lwak by type 0f ec!xmong eXCl”Lle “llnat stated.” Pigwe by type 0f ceremony *or the 
MRA exclude data for ohk; report@! Of this item was 3l.A required) 

BRIDE GROLM 

civil 

T 
Total. 
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Table 1-T. Percentage Distribution of All Marriages and First Marriages of Bride and of Groom 
and Median Age at Marriage: Total of 16 Selected States, 1951-60 

Table 1-U. Percentage Distribution of Marriages by Marriage Order of Bride and of Groom: 
Total of 16 Selected States, 1951-60 
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Sampling Variability of the 1960 Marriage Statistics 

The following statements are essential tounderstanding the limitations and uses 
of the small numbers in those tables in Sections 1 and 2 which are based on 
data from probability samples of marriage records. The beadnote to each such 
table includes “Based on sample data.” 

For natimml, regiomd, ad mmrhge-regis~atimz area statisfcs: Sampling 
errors are shown in tables 7-8,7-9, and 7-11 in the Technical Appendix. In 
order to reflect more clearly general patterns of relationships and to retain 
the convenience of numbers which add to marginal totals, data tables contain 
some individual small numbers whichconveyverylimitedinformation because 
the sampling error is so large. 

For registration State statistics: Sampling errors are shown in table 7-11. In 
order to reflect more clearly general patterns of relationships and to retain 
the convenience of numbers which add to marginal totals, data tables contain 
some individual small numbers which convey very Iimfted information be- 
cause the sampling error is so large. Itis suggested that for any number less 
than those shown in the column “minimum useful statistic” the interpretation 
be simply “small” rather than any more precise value. 

Northeast Region: 
Maine--- __._ _ ____ ___- 
New Hampshire------- 
“ermOnt- - _. - -- -- - ---- 
Rhode Island-------- 
Connecticut--------- 
New York 

(excl. N.P.C.)----- 
New .lersey---------- 
Pennsylvania-------- 

North Central Region: 
Ohio---------------- 
Mi&igan------------ 
Wisconsin----------- 
Iowa------------ 
South Dakota-------- 
Ne,,ra&a--------m-m 
Kansas --_-- -- _--_--- 

Mi?lWUnZ 
useful 

statistic 

100 
100 

1% 
200 

1,000 
200 

1,000 

1,000 
1,000 

,200 
200 
100 
200 
200 

South Region: 
Delaware------- 
Maryland--------- 
Virginia------------ 
gaor~;i------------- 

-----e---D--- 
~ent-cky------ 
Tennessee-------- 
Alabama------- 
fississippi--------- 
L~isiana----------- 

West Region: 
Montana--------- 
I&ho-------- 
Wyoming------------- 
,,tah---l------- 
@fegon---------- 
California---------- 
*faska----------- 
Hawaii-------------- 

201: 
200 

1,000 
200 
200 
200 
200 
200 
200 

100 

2PFl 
100 " 
200 

1,000 

1:: 

The rule for selection of these minimum useful statistics is based on an 
argument that for statistics as small as 1 percent of the total for a State a 
relative error of up to about 60 percent can be tolerated with 95 percent 
confidence. This is a “central tendency rule” and there will, of course, be 
some deviation from it. Further, the figure of 10 observations rather than, 
say, 12 is shown because of somewhat greater convenience in presenting and 
interpreting the minimum useful number. 

2-2 
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Table 2-1. Marriages by Month: United States, Each Region, Division, and State, 1960 
(Data are Elnlnts Of marriages performed, supplied by registration areas except as noted. Figures #ii&r from those shown in other tables in this seetirmwhich are based on sample data. “NR” denotes nonregiswdirm state. AwNal tobls include month Of marriage not stated. For oumller of ‘hot stated” for a specified area, see Techrid 

IO.------- __-_ ~_ 
mi;nm-i” (IQ) --------- 
mru. Da?rot;r (W )--- - ____ -_ 
scuth c*o--.-----------ee 
b.:ebKXii;a- --------- -_- 

- I __--__------------ 
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Table 2-2. Marriages by Marriage Order of Bride and of Groom, by Month Marriage 
Performed for the United States and Each Region; and by Color for the United 

-~~ mt ~~s------------------------------~ 
bus-------------------------------------- 

OmDl 

plrat marrisgeb--.----------------------------- 
US---------------------------------- 

HEST 

Bl?ae 

All -~~--------------------------------- 
ml.& ~B----------------------------------------- 
Remarrisges------------------------------------------ 

All. or.------------------------------------- 
Firs* ~a------------------------------------ 
us-------------------------------------- 
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Table 2-3. Marriages by Marriage Order and Color of Bride and of Groom, by 
Month Marriage Performed: Marriage-Registration Area, 1960 

(BY place of occttrmm. Based on sample data. Totals for each characteristic include -*not stated. ” For sample design, sampling varlabili~, and Iornnmberof “not stated” for 
5fie.d &a,ractertstie, see Technica Appeodix) a spet 

Total 

- 

Iyv. 

EZEE 
w -BEEI-------------___________________ 

mtc-- 
xomlhite- 

First -acEs---------------------------- 
wte---- 
mnYhite-- 

RemnrrinCes---------------------------------- 
mite----- 
mnvbite-- 

GEm 

All aem------------- ___________ 

wt- 
rzztc-- 

m.rst narriaecj--------------------------------- 
lm*c----- 
co-tc-- 

Reo8llieFes---------------------------------- 
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Table 2-4. Marriages by Age of Bride and of Groom, by Month Marriage 
Performed: Marriage-Registration Area, 1960 

(By pk2.x af Occurrerr2e. Based on eample data. Totals for emAl characteristic include “not stated.” For sample &Sign, eampling uariability, and for “umber Of “not Stated” ior 
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T&de 2-5. Marriages by Day of Week Marriage Performed: United States, Each 
Region, Marriage-Reg%4-ration Area, and Each Registration State, 1960 
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Table 2-6. Marriages by Age of Bride and of Groom and Other Specified 
Characteristics: United States, 1960 

(By place of OCCnrreOCe. Based OR sample data. Totals for each characteristic include ““83 *ate* .” For sample design, sampling variability, an* far namber Of “not Stated’ for a specified cbacacterisiic, see Technic~.L @mxEx) 

z1;sss White----------------------- 
61,594 
26,906 

II 

&& u years----- --_--_-----_ 
24,357 m sesrs-------------------------- 
u,1?,9 19 y-~-------------l---------- 
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.- 

,_ 
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Table 2-8. Marriages by Marriage Order and Age of Bride and of Groom, by Resi- 
dent Status of Bride and Groom in State Where Married: Marriage-Registration 
Area, 1960 

(Eased cm sample data. Totals for *a& characteristic hClUde -not Stated.” For Sample Llesigr+ sampling variability, and for n”mber Of “not etateLl” for a specified chaacteristi, 

lr 

A- 

TT 
L - 
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Table 2-9. Marriages by Marriage Order and Age of Bride and of Groom, by Resi- 
dent Status in Place Where Married: Marriage-Registration Area, 1960 

(eased on sample data. Totals Ior each CklanEteriStiC inelude “nclt stated:’ For sample cleai@J, sampling variabilitg, andformmbaof “not Stated for a specified characteris- 

Iinrler 16 years------- 
1.5 years------ 
1, wal.s------ 
g. yrnI ---------- 

----_ 

22 yep.rs---------- 

23 years-------- __--_-__ 
24 years---------- 
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Table 2-10. Marriages by Resident Status of Bride and Groom in Place Where 
Married: Marriage-Registration Area, i 1960 

(eased M sample data. ‘rotal~ by resident status inch& “not stated.” ~a sample design, samplhg wriabilitg, md for mmber of “not stated,” see l’ehnical Appendi? 

Table 2-11. Marriages by Resident Status of Bride and Groom in State Where 
Married: Each Marriage-Registration State, 1960 

Resiaeut Of EtKtf where rnanTi&------ 
Not reaiilenf oi state T&exe msrriet---- 

~--------------------------- 
AeSlaerLt Of mate *o‘e -ied------- 
Nut ~caent Of state - marrid---- 

~~aa-------------------------- 
Resident Of State Ihere nmmFi&------ 
mt resident Of state !daere xauzrlea---- 

-via-------------------------- 
Reaiaent .a* stlrte ldlere -ied;------ 
mt resiaent or state vhere usFrIes---- 

pi---------------------------- 
Eea~dent Of sttde.*ere married------- 
mt redden* Of stnte *lse nan‘iea--- 
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Table 2-12. Marriages by Age of Bride, by Age of Groom: Marriage-Registration 
Area, 1960 
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Table 2-13. Marriages by Age of White Bride and Groom and by Age of Nonwhite 
Bride and Groom: ‘Marriage-Regi.ston Area, 1960 

Table 2-14. First Marriages of Both Bride. and Groom, by Age of Bride, by Age 
of Groom: Marriage-Registration Area, 1960 

. 
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Table 2-15. Marriages by Marriage Order, Age, and Color of Bride and of Groom: 
Marriage-Registration Area, 1960 
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Table 2-16. Marriages by Marriage Order, Age, and Color of Bride and of Groom: 
United States and Marriage-Registration Area, 1960 

(By place of OCCKrrern. Based on sample data. Totals for each eharacte*stic InClUck “not stateh” For sample design, sampling vartiilitg, and for number of “mat *tea* for a .¶ecified characteristic. se.2 Technical *wml 
l- 
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Table 2-11. Marriages by Marriage Order and Age of Bride and of Groom: Each 
Marriage-Registration Staie, 1960 
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Table 2-17. Marriages by Marriage Order and Age of Bride and of Groom: Each 
Marriage-Registration State, 1960-&n. 
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Table 2-17. Marriages by Marriage Order and Age of Bride and of Groom: Each 
Marriage-Registration State, 196thCon 

(By place Of 0cmlTeIlce. Base* on sample chta. TOtaLs for each characteristic incI”de “ml StatecL” For SampIe design. sampling varmility, and *or numiler cd “not stateb’ for a specified &.,rxteritic, see Technical A~endix) 
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Table 2-18. Marriages by Age and Previous Marital Status of Bride, by Age of, 
Groom: Marriage-Registration Area, 1960 
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TabIe 2-19. Marriages by Age and Previous Marital Status of Groom, by Age 
of Bride: Marriage-Registration Area, 1960 

(By place of OcC”rreme. Based on Mmplc data. Totals for ezch chancterkuc inch& “*not state&- For 8ampl.z des*gn, sampung variabilitg. ad *or number of “not skated” for 

Table 2-20. Marriages by Age of Previously Widowed and Divorced Brides, by 
Age of Previously Widowed and Divorced Grooms: Marriage-Registration Area, 
1960 
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Table 2-21. Marriages by Previous Marital Status of White and Nonwhite Brides 
and Grooms: Marriage-Registration Area, 1960 

Table 2-22. Marriages by Age, Previous Marital Status, and Color of Bride and of 
Groom: Marriage-Registration Area, 1960 
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Table 2-23. Marriages by Previous Marital Status and Color of Bride and of 
Groom: Marriage-Registration Area and Each Registration State, 1960 

(By place Of c.ccupPeoce. Based on sample data. Tatah for each characteristicir.cl”de ““Ol Btated.” For sample design, 6aqdirg variamity, an* for number Of “clot state.3 for 
a specified characteristic, see Technical Ap,m3k) 
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Table 2-23. Marriages by Previous Marital Status and Color of Bride and of 
Groom: Marriage-Registration Area and Each Registration State, 1960-&n. 
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Table 2-24. Marriages by Number of This Marriage of Bride and of Groom: 
Marriage-Registration Area and Each Registration State, 1960 

@y plaoe Of cccllr~nce. aaseci on sample data. Totals IJy nvmber ot this mu*e InChde “Ilot &atea.*~ For sample design, sampling-ili~, and for nrrm~* of “not *ted,- 
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Table 2-25. Marriages by Age of Bride and of Groom, by Marriage Order and 
Type of Ceremony Performed, Whether Civil or Religious: Marricge-Registration 
Area, 1960 

(By place of occurrence. Based on sample data. Tofals for each characteristic inelude “not stated.” For sample da&n, sampliog *i*iW. and for number of “not stated” for 
- 

f 
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Table 2-2 6. Marriages by Marriage Order of Bride and of Groom and Type of 
Ceremony Performed, Whether Civil or Religious: Each Marriage-Registration 
State, 1960 

@y place of occ”r..znce. Based OII sample data. Totals Ior each charaeteristi tichde ‘*not stated.” For sam,,k de&r,. sam,,,i,,z xdabfitv. and for m,mber of “not stated” for 
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Table i-26. Marriages by Marriage Order of Bride and of Groom and Type of 
Ceremony Performed, Whether Civil or Religious; Each Marriage-Regititration 
State, 1960~Con. 

(By place d 0cculTence. Eased an samp*e data. Totals for each characteristic inC,“d? *bmt stated:’ x-or sam!Jle desipm, saraellna rariabili~, aId for numkr of *twt stated” for 
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Table 2-27. First Marriages and Remarriages, by Age of Bride and of Groom 
and Specified Type of Ceremony Performed: 6 Reporting Marriage-Registration 
States, 1960 

(By place of occlJrrcnce. Based on sam*le aata. !roms by age and cgpe Of ceremony performed, whether civil or religious, Include “not syted: For sample cksip, .sampIiug 
variability. and br number of “not stated” for a specified cBm.cteristLc. see Teetical Appenti - - 1 r + 
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Table 2-27. First Marriages and Remarriages, by Age of Bride and of Groom 
and Specified Type of Ceremony Performed: 6 Reporting Marriage-Registration 
States, 1960 -Con. 
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SECTION 3: DIVORCES-ANALYSIS AND SUMMARY 
Alexander A. Broel-Plateris, Ph. D. 

Highlights 

Divorce and annulment statistics for 1960 are based on 
a nationwide sample of divorce transcripts, with estimates 
available for the United States, each region, the divorce- 
registration area (DRA), and each of the 18 divorce-regis- 
tration States. 

The number of divorce and annulment decrees granted 
in 1960 was 393,000, or 2.2 per 1,000 total population. This 
rate was the same as that for 1957 and 1959 and lower than 
that for any other year since 1941 except 1958. One married 
female out of every 109 was divorced in 1960. The divorce 
rate for the geographic regionsvariedconsiderably-0.9for 
the Northeast, 2.1 for the North Central. 2.8 for the South, 
and 3.4 for the West. 

Data for the divorce-registration area indicate that 
there is a relationship between the number of divorces and 
age of husband and wife at time of decree. The divorce 
rate per 1,000 married women was 8.7, but the rate 
where the wife was under age 20 was 27.7. Correspond- 
ing divorce rates for husbands were 8.8 per 1,000 married 
males and 24.5 per 1,000 males under 25 years of age. 

The median duration of marriage at divorce was 7.2 
years for the United States as a whole. but differences were 
marked among the four regions-the median was 9.0 years 
for the Northeast. 7.4 for the West, and 6.9 for the North 
Central and the South. ‘Die duration of marriagewas slightly 
longer for cases in which the husband was the plaintiff than 
for those in which the wife was tbe plaintiff. Duration of 
marriage at time of decree is associated with the number 
of children reported and with the divorce laws of the 
individual States. 

Children were reported in 56.7 percent of all divorce 
cases. This is a considerable increase from tbe45.5 percent 
in 1953. In 23.0 percent of the divorce cases one child was 
reported, two cb.iIdren in 17.4 percent, three children in 
9.7 percent, four children in 4.0 percent, and five children 
or more in 2.6 percent of the cases. 

The estimated number of children involved in divorce 
cases was 463,000 for 1960 as compared with 330,000 
children for 1953~an increase of 40 percent. This increase 
took place despite the comparative stability of the annual 
number of divorces granted. 

Sources of data 

Divorce and annulment data for 1960 were obtained for 
the first time from a nationwide sample of transcripts 
received from the 18 States participating in the divorce- 
registration area-Alabama, Alaska, Georgia, Hawaii, Idaho, 
Iowa, Kansas, Maryland, Montana, Nebraska, Oregon, Penn- 
sylvania, South Dakota, Tennessee, Utah, Virginia, Wis- 
consin, and Wyoming-from 4 States and the District of 
Columbia not participating in theregistration area, andfrom 
selected local areas in the remaining 28 States. The Virgin 
Islands are also included intheDRA, butdata from this area 
are published in Section 6. The sample design made it 
possible to compute estimates for theUnited States, the four 
regions (Northeast, North Central, South, and West), the 
divorce-registration area, and each State included in the 
[DRA (fig. 3-l). Information about personal characteristics, 
‘of husband and wife, particularly age and the number 
of this marriage, was not stated on a large proportion of the 
sample transcripts. The reporting of the duration of mar- 
riage, number of children involved, and legal variables was 
much more complete. Detailed information on the sample 
design, sampling variability, and data completeness is 
given in the Technical Appendix (Section 7). 

The sample made it possible to obtain selected data 
that were not available previously-age ofhusbandand wife 
at marriage; residence of the defendant and of plaintiffl month 
of marriage; duration of marriage by number of children, by 
plaintiff, and by legal grounds; and color of husband by color 
of wife. The following statistical items are not being 
published due either to high sampling vsriabiliq or to in- 
completeness of data: month of decree; cross -tabulations of 
age at time of decree with other variables; data on age by 
single years; data on the second, third, andfourtb marriage 
of husband and of wife (these are collapsedinto one category, 
“remarriage”); and detailed data on State where marriage 
was performed. 

In addition to data based on sample transcripts, annual 
State and county totals were obtained in pretabulated form 
from State or local officials. These totals wereused in con- 
sistency checks for estimates obtained from the samples. 
The type and completeness of State and county totals are 
discussed in the Technical Appendix. 
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DIVORCE-REGISTRATION AREA: UNITED STATES, 1960 

- 

National divorce totals and rates 

The estimated total number of divorces and annnlments 
granted in the United Stares during 1960 was 393,000, a 
decline of 0.5 percent from the previous year and an in- 
crease of 6.8percentoverthe 1958 totaland 3.1 percent over 
that for 1957. Zhe crude divorce rate was 2.2 per 1,000 total 
population, the same as for 1959 and 1957 and slightly higher 
man the 1958 rateof2.L’Ihedivorcerate per 1,000 married 
females 15 years of age and older was 9.2 for 1960 as com- 
pared with 9.3 for 1959, 8.9 for 1958, and 9.2 for 1957 
(table 3-A). 

Since two persons are involved in each divorce case, 
786,000 persons were divorced in 1960, or 4.4 per 1,000 
total population, and one divorce or annulment decree was 
granted per 456 persons or per 109 married women. 

Trend of the divorce rate 

The present divorcetrenddiffersconsiderablyfromthat 
prevailing before the end of World War II. Prior to the all- 
time peak in 1946, the trend showed a general tendency to- 

,ward increase, which was acceIerated by wars andreversed 
by economic depressions. After 1946, the rate declined and 
gradually leveled off at about 2.2 per 1,000 population. 
Hence, the popular belief in a continuing increase of the 
divorce rate does not describe the situationduring the years 
following 1946. 

Rates shown in table 3-A and figure 3-2iillustrate the 
situation prevailing during the past four decades. From the 
1920 level of 1.6, the divorce rate declined to 1.4 per 1,000 
population in 1922 and then rose to 1.7 for the years 1928 
and 1929. ‘During the depression years, however, the rate 
declined to 1.3 for 1932 and1933 andthereafter increased to 
the level of 4.3 for 1946. Subsequently, the rate declined to 
2.8 in 1948 and to 2.2 in 1957.Except for the rate of 2.1 per 
1,000 population for 1958, the level of 2.2 continued through 
1960. 

Divorces by region and State 

The divorce rates per 1,000 population varied widely 
among the regions-O.9 for the Northeast, 2.1 for the North 
Central, 2.8 for the South, and 3.4 for the West-with the 
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DIVORCE RATES: UNITED STATES, 1960 

I 

rate for the West belng almost four times as high as that for 
me Northeast. These rates are affected by migration and 
age dismibution of the population (table 3-B and fig. 3-3). 

Annual totals of divorces and annulments for 1960 are 
available from all States and the District of Columbia even 
though some State figures are incomplete. The totals shown 
in table 3-B and in table 5-1 in Section 5 are based on com- 
plete counts of events reported from State andlocal offices, 
and for some States they may differ slightly from totals 
based on the sample shown in other tables. 

Divorce rates computed for 47 States and the Dlsaict 
of Columbia for 1960 were higher than those for 1959 in 14 
areas, lower in 22, and me same in 10. In spite of me con- 
sistent decrease in the divorce rate for Nevada-from 36.6 
per 1,000 population in 1956 to 29.6 in 1960-this State had 
me highest rate of any State for the S-year period. For 1960 
it was over 13 times as high as the national divorce rate. 
The second highest divorce rate of 5.3 was reported for 
Alabama. The lowest rates for 1960 (betweenO.land 0.9 per 
1,000 population) were reported for New York, New Jersey, 
North Dakota, and Wisconsin. In Illinois, Kansas, and 
Maine the divorce rate was the same as me national 
rate. Due to incomplete reports, no State rates were 

computed for three States-Arkansas, Kentucky. and 
Louisiana. 

The number of annulments granted in 1960 in 45 States 
and the District of Columbia was 11.181 (table 3-C). In the 
remaining five States (Arkansas, Massachusetts, Penn- 
sylvania, Texas, and Utah) annulment figures were included 
in the divorce and annulment totals but were not reported 
separately. The largest annulment figures were reported 
from two States-California, where 5,466 annulments were 
granted in 1960, and New York with 2,569 annulments. The 
8,035 annulments granted by these two States constituted 
almost three-fourths of all reported annulments. The re- 
ported annulments constituted 3.4 percent of all divorces 
and annulments granted in the 45 reporting States and the 
District of Columbia. However, inCalifomiathis percentage 
was 11.1, and the incomplete annulment figure from New 
York was 35.5 percent. The smallest percentages (lessthan 
0.5 percent) were obtained from Georgia, Indiana, Missis- 
sippi, Nevada, Ohio, and Vermont; no annulments were 
granted in Rhode Island. These variations were due in part 
to the difference among the legal regulations in individual 
States. 
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FIGURE 3-3 

DIVORCE RATES PER 1,000 POPULATION: UNITED STATES AND EACH REGION, 1960 

Table 5-l in Section 5 shows the numbers of divorces “be numbers declined consistently with each subsequent 
and annulments by county and the completeness of reporting 
of divorces and annulments by county fc$ each State, and 
table 6-2, Section 6, gives similar data for Puerto Rico and 
the Virgin Islands. 

Age at divorce 

For the divorce-registration area, there is a marked 
concentration of divorce6 in certsin age groups. About one 
husband out of every five was in the age group 25-29 years, 
+nd +boo~ 0% wife out of every four was in the group 20-24. 

S-year age group (tihle 4-3 in Section 4). Similar distri- 
butions by age have been observed for younger age groups. 

When the age distribution of persons divorced in 1960 
is compared with the distribution of the totalmarried popu- 
lation in the registration States, it can be seen that the modal 
&year age groups for married men and women are older than 
the modal age at divorce. 

In the 18 registration States combined, there were 
1,037,289 married men in the age group 25-29, where the 
largest number of divorces occurred, lp54.387 in the age 
group 30-34, and 1,345,349 in the group 35-39. Far married 
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women’& comparable figures were 979,275 m’the group 
20-24, 1,204,397 in the group 25-29, and 1,357,409 persons 
30-34 years of age.l This indicates that tie proportion of 
persons obtaining divorces is higher among married men 
under 30 years of age and among married women under 25 
than among those of older ages. Age-specific divorce rates 
computed from 1950 census data also show a consistent 
decline with age. a 

Further evidence of the higher incidence of divorces at 
the younger ages may he seen in the rates computed from 
the 1960 data. Divorce cases with age not stated (41 percent 
of the total figure for the DRA) were distributed pro- 
portionally among the age groups, and then divorce rates 
by age were computed. For the DRA the rates for the 
youngest age groups were markedly higher than those for 
the total married population-8.8 per 1,OOOmarriedmenand 
8.7 per 1,000 married women as compared with 24.5 for 
married men under age 25 and 27.7 for married women 
under age 20. The value of these rates depends on the 
accuracy of the assumption that the age distribution in the 
age not stated category is similar to the available age 
distribution. Rates were computed for States that had a 
satisfactory reporting of age at divorce. For Hawaii the rate 
was 9.4 per 1,000 married men and 9.8 per 1,000 married 
women, but for the two youngest age groups it was 16.9 for 
men and 15.8 for women; for Iowa, therate was 6.8 for both 
married men and married women, hut 20.8 and27.2 for men 
and women in the two youngest groups; for Tennessee they 
were 10.8, 10.6, 35.3,and40.5,andWisconsin,4.0. 4.0, 11.0. 
and 14.0, respectively. State rates are less reliable than 
rates for larger geographical areas, but for each State the 
younger age groups had higher rates. 

In the 18 registration States combined, median age at 
divorce was 34.1 years for men and 30.9 years for women 
(table 3-D). Similar medians were obtained for smaller 
groups of States in earlier years-in 1959 with 12 States 
reporting, the medians were 34.2 and 30.9, and in 1958 with 
8 States reporting, 33.7 and 30.4. For 1960 the highest median 
ages at divorce were found In Wisconsin (36.7 for husbands 
and 33.5 for wives), South Dakota (36.4 and33.1). and Penn- 
sylvania (36.2 and 32.9). The lowest median ages were 27.5 
and 23.6 in Alabama and 31.8 and 28.2 in Utah. 

Age at marriage 

Information on age at marriage of husbands and wives 
who were divorced during 1960 is given in table 4-4 of 
Section 4. This information is shown for about 58 percent 
of the divorces in the DRA; it is also shown for each regis- 
tration State. The modal age at marriage was 20-24 for 
divorced husbands and under age 20 for divorced wives. 
Forty percent of the divorces for which information about 

age at marriage is available occurred tohusbands who were 
‘married at ages ftom 20 through 24, and45 percent OCCUIT~~ 

to wives married under the age of 20. lhe same modal age 
groups were found in all registration States, except for wives 
in Hawaii, where the largest number were married between 
20 and 24 years of age. Fifty-six percent of the divorced 
husbands and 73 percent of the wives were married under 
age 25, and of those married under age 30 the percentages 

‘were 74 and 84, respectively. 
Median ages at marriage for the DRA were 24.2 years 

for husbands and 20.9 years for wives (table 3-D); these 
ages were 10 years lower than the median ages at divorce 
(34.1 and 30.9, respectively). For individual registration 
States, the median age at marriage for husbands was lowest 
for Alabama (21.9) and Virginia and Tennessee (23.5) and 
highest for South Dakota (26.3) and Alaska (27.3). For di- 
vorced wives, the lowest median ages at marriage were 
18.4 years for Alabama and 20.1 for Tennessee and Nebraska; 
the highest median ages were 22.0 for Wisconsin, 22.8 for 
Hawaii, and 23.3 for Alaska. Differencesbetweenthemedian 
age at marriage of divorced persons and median age at dI- 
vorce were less than 6 years for bothhusbands and wives in 
Alabama and Alaska; they were over 11 years for husbands 
and wives in Pennsylvania and Wisconsin and forwives only 
in Maryland and South Dakota. 

Some indication of the relationship between ageat mar- 
riage and probability of divorce is obtained by comparing 
the percentages of divorced husbands andwives whomarried 
at a given age with the percentage of the same age among 
brides and grooms married in earlier years. This will indi- 
cate whether a given age at marriage isoverrepresented or 
underrepresented among the divorced population. Thus, ina 
group of 15 registration States from which data are available, 
men under 20 years of ageatmarriageconstituted 16.4 per- 
cent of husbands divorced in 1960, while men of this age 
represented 13.2 percent of grooms married in 1959, 12.9 
percent of those married in 1958, and 12.0 percent of those 
married in 1957. For females, the group under age 20 at 
marriage represented 46.0percentofwivesdivorcedin 1960, 
39.1 percent of brides marriedin 1959,39.0 of those married 
in 1958, and 37.8 percent of those married in 1957. These 
data indicate that the very young marriages are somewhat 
overrepresented among the 1960 pivorces. 

Divorce rates by age at marriage were not computed 
for this report. Age at marriage refers not to the year when 
divorce was granted but to the year when the divorce couple 
was married. Persons who had the same age at marriage 
were married in various calendar years; the base populations 
for the komputation of rates by age at marriage were not 
available. 

Divorces by color of husband and of wife 

In the divorce-registration area color was reported in 
almost 70 percent of alI cases. About 89 percent of the di- 
vorced hushands and wives reporting color were white and 
11 percent members of various nonwhite races (table 4-5 in 
Section 4). The color distribution of divorced persons in 
individual States depended in part on the distribution of the 
tot91 population and on family life norms prevailing in various __ - 
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groups. Very few diiorces’were granted to nonwhites in the 
reporting North Central and Mpuntaiu States; the smallest 
percentage (1.3) was in Idaho, where 1.5 percentof.the total 
populaiion was nonwhite. Hawaii had the highest @*centage 
of nonwhite divorces-54 percent of divorced husbands and 
59 percent of wives-while the total populatidn of the State 
was 68 percent nonwhite. In the continental United States, 
the largest proportions of divorces grauted to nonwhite6 
were found in the reporting Southern States-Virginia had 
22 percent of divorces granted to nonwhites and 21 percent 
of nonwhites inthepopulation, Georgia 16 and29 percent, and 
Tennessee 12 and 17 percent, respectively. 

The relationship between color and divorce was not 
uniform in all States. For example. the divorce rate per 
1,000 married males was higher for whites than for non- 
whites in Hawaii (11.9 per 1,000 as-compared with 8.1) and 
in Tennessee (10.6 per 1,000 as comparedwitb9.7). but this 
proportion was higher for nonwhites than for whites in 
Virginia (10.3 per 1,000 comparedwitb7.5) andin Wisconsin 
(16.5 compared with 3.7).. Rates per 1,000 married females 
showed similar variation. 

The information on thz color of both husband and wife is 
available for 64,413 couples divorced in 1960, or for 68.5 
percent of all divorces in the registration States. In 63,921 
cases, or 99.2 percent, both husband and wife were of tbe 
same colorl-either both white or both nonwhite even though 
tie nonwhite spouses may have belonged to differentraces. ln 
492 cases 1 spouse was ‘white and the other nonwhite. Di-. 
vorces of white husbands married to nonwhite wives were 
slightly more numerous than divorces of nonwhite husbands 
married to white wives (275 and 217 divorces). 

The number of divorces and annuhnenrs for 1961) by 
color of husband and of wife for the divorce-registration 
area ‘are given below: 

COLOR OF SPOLJSE 

All divorces and arululments--------------- 

@iti husband----------------------------------- 
T&if,e wife------------------------------------ 
~onJ$lit,c+ wife--------------------------------- 

Nonwhite h~band-------------------------------- 
ma&i* wife-------------------------------- 
mite wife------------------------------------ 

Color not stated for either or both husband 
ad me-------------------------------------- 

More than one-half of all interracial divorces that oc- 
curred in DRA States were granted in Hawaii (270 decrees, 
or 55 percent), 41 such decrees were granted in Alaska 
(8 percent), 74 decrees in the 5 reporting continental Western 
States (15 percent) 67 in the 6 reporting Northeastern and 
North Central States (14 percent), and 40 in the reporting 
Southern States (8 percent). No interracial divorces were 
reported from A&bama or Tennessee. 

Divorces by marriage order 

of husband and of wife 

Information about the number of marriages cif the di- 
vorced husbands and wives is available for 51 pm-cent of 
husbands and wives who were divorcedintbedivorce-regis- 
tration area. TworegistrationStates (Nebraska andvirginia) 
did not report this information, andthereporteddata are in- 
complete for several other States. Hence, thedetailedinfor- 
mation ahut second, third, and higher order marriages was 
not tabulated, and the available statistics were consolidated 
into two categories-husbands and wives married once and 
those married more than once. 

For the reporting States in thedivorce-registration area 
there was marked variation among the States in the pro- 
portion of divorces that terminated a first marriage or a 
remarriage (table 4-6 in Section 4). Ingeneral, slightly less 
than three of four divorced husbands and wives had been 
married once, and about 27 percent of the husbands and 28 
percent of thewives had been married more than once. There 
is a marked regional pattern in this regard with a smaller 
proportion of remarried persons divorced in States east of 
tbe Mississippi than west of it. 

Beginning with data for the year 1958 there has been a 
slight decline in the proportion of reported divorces 
terminating a remarriage. In that year 31 percent of the 
divorcing husbands and 32 percent of the wives in six re- 
porting States were terminating a remarriage. In 1959tbese 
percents were 29 and 30. and thenumber of reporting States 
was 10; in 1960, as indicated, the percents were 27 for hus- 
bands and 28 for wives. 

In 1960 24 percent of the grooms and 25 percent of the 
brides were remarrying after one or more previous mar- 
riages. Corresponding percentages for 1959 were 22 and23, 
and for 1958 they were 21 and22percent. Thus divorces for 
the reporting States had a higher proportion following re- 
marriage than was true of all msrriages occurring in 1960 
and the 2 immediately preceding years, However, the 
differences are too slight to be significant. 

Residence of the defendant 

To what extent does the defendant iu a divorce action 
reside in the same State as the plaintiff? Some light is thrown 
on this question by the tabulation for 1960 of place of resi- 
dence of defendants for theStatesofthe&vorce-registration 
area (table 4- 2 in Section 4). Information about the residence 
of the defendant is available for 71.6 percent of the decrees 
granted in the registration States combined. The not stated 
category includes all decrees granted in Kansas, where the 
question on residence is not requested on the divorce record 
form. A divorce suit can be filed only in the State where the 
plaintiff has his legal residence, even though occasionally 
residence is established in a State with permissivelaws for 
the purpose of obtaining a divorce. Hence, the State where 
the decree was granted is always the State of residence of 
tbe plaintiff, 

A higher proportion of defendant husbands than of de- 
fendant wives resided in the same State as the plaintiff- 
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ki.9 percent compared with 73.7 percent. The remaining 
defendants were approximately evenly divided between the 
two other categories-resident of other Stateinsameregion 
and not resident of any State in region-about 8 percent of 
defendant husbands and about 13 percent of defendant wives 
belonged to each of these two categories. 

Differences between the States are marked. Defendant 
husbands residing in the same State as their wives ranged 
from 89 percent and over in Iowa, Mamma, Nebraska, 
Wisconsin, and Wyoming to ahout 73 percent in Maryland 
and Viiginii. Resident defendant wives ranged from 79.5 
percent for Nebraska to 53.1 percent for Idaho. 

The percentages of defendants residing in other States 
of the same region andof thoseresidingoutside of the region 
vary markedly between the individual registration States.br 
Idaho the former group was more than twiceas large as the 
latter, 16.3 and 6.7 percent for husbands and 34.3 and 12.6 
percent for wives. In Nebraska the situation was reversed, 
and residents of a different region were about three times 
as numerous asresidentsofother Statesofthe North Central 
Region-6.8 and 2.6 percent for husbands and 16.0 and 4.6 
percent for wives. 

Duratio? of marriage 

Data on duration of marriage to time of decree is 
available for 96.2 percent of all divorces granted in the 
United States. Cross-tabulations of divorces with other 
variables had the following levels of completeness-national 
data on duration by number of children reported were 92.3 
percent complete; DRA data on duration by plaintiff were 
94.5 percent complete. 

National and regional statistics on durationof marriage 
at divorce for 1960 are given in table4-7 in Section 4. Most 
marriages ending in divorce are of relatively short duration. 
Over one-third of all divorces were granted after a duration 
of less than 5 years and close to two-thirds after less than 
10 years (table 3-E). On the otherhand, some of these mar- 
riages had continued for many years. Nearly one-eighthhad 
lasted for 20 years or longer (fig. 3-4). The highest per- 
centage of divorces for any single year of duration was 8.1 
for both 1 year and 2 years. Percentages declined with each 
additional year of duration, and divorces granted after 9 
years of marriage comprised 3.9 percent of all decrees. 

The percentage distribution of divorces by duration of 
marriage varied considerably between regions and regls- 
tration States. The largest number of cases in any single 
year of duration was 3 years intheNortheast, 2 years in the 
North Cenaal, 1 year in the South, and 4 years in the West 
(table 3-E). The modal duration was 1 year in nine States, 
2 years in five States, and 3 years in four States. In the 
Northeast only 1.7 percent of thedecrees weregranted after 
less than 1 year of marriage, but in the South this percentage 
was over four times higher. In Idaho and Wyoming more than 
10 percent of the divorceshadaduraticmof less than 1 year, 
while in Pennsylvania this percentage was only 1.5. In the 
Northeast 14 percent of the marriages lasted 20 years or 
more, in the North Central and South about 12 percent, and 

in the West less than II percent. In Maryland and Penn- 
sylvania more than 15 percent of marriages lasted20 years 
or longer, but in Alaska onIy 6.7 percent hasted that Iong. 

FIGURE 3-4 

CUMULATIVE DISTRIBUTION OF DIVORCES AND 

ANNULMENTS BY DURATION OF MARRIAGE IN 

YEARS: UNITED STATES, 1960 

NUMBEk 
8 thmsondsl 

374 100 

304 80 

22.5 60 

152 40 

76 20 

I I I I I 0 
0 IO 20 30 40+ 

DURATION OF MARRIAGE IN YEARS 

The median duration of marriage at divorce for the 
United States as a whole was 7.2 years, but differences 
were marked among the four regions (fig. 3-S). For 
the Northeast it was 9.0 years, for the West 7.4years, 
and for both the North Central and the South 6.9 years 
(table 3-F). For individual registrationStatesthesemedians 
range between 4.7 years (Utah) and9.2years (Pennsylvania). 
When the husband was the plaintiff, marriages lasted on the 
average slightly longer than in cases where the wife was 
the plaintiff (table 4-12 in Section 4); median durations for 
the two categories were 7.7 and 7.3 years, respectively. 
These medians are computed from grouped data and differ 
slightly from medians computed Tom single-year data. 

As one would anticipate, median duration of marriage 
at divorce is associated with the number of children re- 
ported (table 3-F and table 4-9 in Section 4). In general, 
duration increased with the increasing number of children. 
For the United States, themediandurationofmarriages with 
no children under 18 years of age was 4.8 years, with one 
child 5.9 years, with two chiIdren 9.3 years, and with three 
children *or more 12.7 years. A similar pattern may be ob- 
served in most reporting areas. However, in Maryland, 
Pennsylvania, and Virginia, the duration of childless mar- 
riages is equal to or longer than that of marriages with on 
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MEDIAN DURATION OF MARRIAGE PRIOR TO DIVORCE: UNITED STATES, EACH REGION, 

.DIVORCE - REGISTRATION AREA, AND EACH REGISTRATION STATE, 1960 
0 2 4 6 6 IO 
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or two dtiklrm reported. !i%is may :be due to a high per- 
centqge .of .o~uples ,with &i&en already .over 18 years of 
age who are mt reported on the divorce records. 

.Median duration of marriage at dfxsree also de- 
pen& npm State divorce laws. Legal procedures determlne 
&I part :the tie between i&e dateLepetition is filed and the 
da& the decree Ps granted. Sncb ,gnonuds as desertion and 
insanity become legal g?+mxle for divorce wafter varying 
periods of thne. In all repxting States. &eme&an duration 
of marriage varies depending on the ground for which the 
decree was granted. Unpublished data i&icate that for the 
DRA the longest duration of mar-rage is for decrees granted 
for desertion (9.1 years); this du&.ion is S-2 years when 

the decree is granted for adultery, 6.7 years when it is 
granted for cruelty, 5.9 years for nonsupport, and5.4 years 
for all other grounds combined. Medians for many individual 
reporting States differ considerably from these figures. 

Month when marriage was performed 

The month of marriage of divorced couples is of 
Mere% in view of tie marked seasonal ,trend of mar; 
riagea. A relatively lerge number of marriages ocour 
in June and much smaller numbers in January, February, 
and March. When examin ed by the date of marriage of 
the divorcing couple, one may inquire whether the divorces 
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granted in 1960 show the familiar seasonal pattern of 
marriage or a different one. As may be expected, the month 
of marriage of divorcing couples is not inconsistent with the 
seasonal pattern of the month of marriage of the general 
population. However, there are many minor variations. ‘Ibe 
number of divorces and annulments for 1960 are shown 
below by month of marriage for the United States and each 
region. 

MOl'iTi 

Janusry ------- -- 

February -------- 

~&------ 

*pril----------- 

blay-- -- ---- -- --- 

June ------------ 

July ----- ---- --- 

*-t ---- ----- - 

S&dEP------ 
Oct&ep---- 

ppJv&er -------- 
~ec,&)er---- 

II IlEGION 

38,998 105,999 152,826 95,565 

26,888 
II 

2,561 
20,423 2,336 

7,436 9,896 6,995 

26;675 2;443 
7,235 U,228 7,564 
6,U5 lD,894 7,217 

31,014 2,957 8,891 12,266 6,SOO 
29,073 3&2 7,070 l&666 7,225 
42Jl.5 4,381 14,200 14,672 8,862 
34,068 2,872 loJ.31 13,750 7,315 
31,353 3,295 7,859 I.&562 8,637 
34,oca 3,690 9,242 l2,OEO 9,009 
29,326 2,7l.l 8,969 10,572 7,174 
29,343 3,783 8,036 10,070 7,464 
32,484 2,716 9,179 12,142 9,448 

The largest number of divorces in 1960 was granted 
to couples married in June. For the United States they 
represented 11.2 percent of all divorces as compared 
with 12.0 percent of marriages performed in June of the 
same year and for the reporting States with 12.9 percent 
of those performed in June 1959 and 12.9 of those per- 
formed in June 1958. The percentages of divorced couples 
married in January, February, March, April, andDecember 
were larger than the percentages of marriages performed 
during each of these months in 1960, 1959. and 1958; 38.8 
percent of the divorced couples were married during these 
5 months combined as compared with 34.5 percent of the 
couples married during these months in 1960, 34.0 per- 
cent in 19.59. and 34.2 percent in 1958. The percentages were 
reversed for May, June, August, andoctober. Only35.2 per- 
cent of the divorced couples were married during these 4 
months combined, while the percentages of marriages per- 
formed were 39.0 in 1960,40.5 in 1959, and 40.7 in 1958. For 
marriages performed in July. September, andNovember, the 
situation varied from year to year. 

The peak month of marriage for divorced couples 
was June in three regions and eight States, September 
in the West Region. and December in three States- 
Alabama, Alaska, and Georgia. The. peak was July in 
two States-Tennessee and Virginia-and May, August, 
and October in one State each-Kansas; Utah, and Idaho, 
respectively. Two States-Hawaii and Oregon-had no 
single peak month. 

For the &tited States, in 3 regions (Northeast. North 
Central, and South) and in 12 registration Statesthe number 

of divorced couples married in January, February, or March 
was smaller than the number married during other months. 
In the West Region the lowest monthly figure was for 
marriages performed in April. 

Place where marriage was performed 

The place where the marriage was performed is of 
interest in the analysis of divorce statistics in that it re- 
flects the extent of migration from one State to another 
between the two events. Citizens of the United States are 
highly migratory, especially young adults, and it is probable 
that most of the movement between States is the usual type 
connected with such factors as job opportunities. Some minor 
portion of the interstate migration is for the purpose of 
obtaining a divorce under State laws considered more 
favorable than those of the State of marriage. What per- 
centage of the total migration this represents is unknown. 

More than half (57.5 percent) of all divorces granted 
in the United States in 1960 occurred in the State where 
the couple was married (table 4-l in Section 4). Because of 
sampling variability, however, data showing the detailed 
distribution of divorces by State where marriage was per- 
formed were not prepared for 1960. For 42.5 percent of the 
cases the hvo events took place in different States. The 
Northeast had the highest proportion of divorces granted in 
the State where the marriage was performed (67.6percent), 
and the West had the lowest proportion (45.5 percent). For 
both the North Central and the South Regions this percentage 
was approsimately 61. 

For the divorce-registration area, 56.9 percent of the 
divorces were granted in the State where marriage took 
place (fig. 3-6). The 13 States reportingthis information for 
1959 and the 9 States reporting for 1958 had 54.8 and 53.9 
percent. respectively. 

Georgia had the highest percentage of decrees granted 
to couples married in the State (74.6 percent). This pro- 
portion was only slightly lower in Maryland (72.0 percent) 
and Hawaii (70.1). On the other hand, five States had less 
than one-half of all divorces granted to couples married 
in the State-Oregon 35.8 percent, Tennessee42.4, Wyoming 
42.3, Alaska 44.7, and Utah 47.6. 

Children of divorced couples 

Information on the number of children reported is 
available for 93.4 percent of all divorces. Data from 
all areas except eight States in the DRA refer to children 
under IS years of age; definitions of childrenreported from 
the eight States are shown in table 3-G.NationaI data on the 
distribution of divorces by number of children reported 
(table 3-G and tables 4-8 and 4-9 in Section 4) indicate that 
56.7 percent of the divorced couples reported children and 
43.3 reported no children; the latter percentage includes 
both the childless couples and those that had children over 
the age of 18 who were not reported on divorce records. 
Two out of three divorced couples reported either one child 
or no children. In theremainb~gcases~ twocbildren or more 
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PERCENT OF DIVORCES AND ANNULMENTS OCCURRING IN STATE WHERE ‘MARRIAGE/WAS PERFORMED: 

UNITED :STATES, EACH ‘REGION, DIVORCE - REGISTRATION AREA,, AND EACH REGISTRATION STATE: 1960 
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were reported; Families with five children or more repre- 
sented 2.4 percent of all divorces (fig. 3-7). 

The percentages of couples reporting no children were 
approximately equal in the North Central, South, and West 
Regions (43.3, 45.6, and 44.2 percent, respectively), but this 
percentage was considerably lower in the Northeast (31.2). 
Divorces of couples with five children or more occurred 
most frequently in the Northeast (3.3 percent) and least 
frequently in the West (2.1). 

In 2 registration States (Pennsylvania and Hawaii) chil- 
dren were reported in more than 70 percent of all divorce 
cases; in 6 States between 60 and 70 percent of divorced 
couples reported children, and in the remaining 10 States 
less tfian 60 percent. The lowest percentage was found in 

Tennessee (51.0). Couples with many children were most 
numerous among those divorced in Hawaii (7.3 percent of 
couples reported five children or more) and inSouth Dakota 
(4.9 percent); this percentage was lowestinOregon(l.7) and 
Maryland (1.8). 

The distribution of couples divorced in 1960 by the num, 
ber of children under 18 years of agereported may be com- 
pared with a similar distribution of all families with married 
heads enumerated in the 1960 census.” This comparison 
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“CURE 3-7 

DIVORCES AND ANNULMENTS BY NUMBER, OF 
CHILDREN REPORTED: UNITED STATES, 1960 
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indicates that families with no children and those with one 
child are slightly overrepresented in divorce cases. The 
percentage of childless couples was 43.3 among divorced 
couples and 40.7 among all families; it should be noted, how- 
ever, that childless married couples living in separate house- 
holds are not counted as a family in the census, but if such 
couples divorce, they will he included among those with no 
children reported. Hence the slightly lower percentage of 
childless couples among tbe enumerated families does not 
necessarily indicate that the proportion is higher among 
those who divorce than among the total married population. 
One child was reported by 23.0 percent of the divorced 
couples and lS.6 of all families with marriedheads. Couples 
with two children or more were underrepresented among the 
population that divorced in 1960; two childrenwerereported 
by 17.4 percent of the divorced couples and by 19.0 percent 
of all families; three children by 9.7 and 11.5 percent, and 
four children or more by 6.6 and 10.2 percent, respectively. 

The percentage distributions for the four regions refer 
to all families irrespective of the marital staNs of the 
head? In comparison with allfamiliesreportingnochildren, 
the childless divorced couples were overrepresented inthe 
South (45.6 as compared with 42.5 percent) and in the West 

(44.2 and 40.9 percent) but strongly underrepresented inthe 
Northeast (31.2 and 45.0 percent). This percentage was the 
same for both groups in the North Cenmal Region (43.3 
percent). Jn the four regions, a higher proportionof couples 
divorced in 1960 than of all families bad oue child. For 
couples with two children or more, the reverse was true 
in all regions except tbe Northeast. In this region couples 
reporting two and three children were overrepresented 
among those divorced, while couples with four children or 
more included the same percentage of both populations. 

The definitions given by the U.S. Bureau of the Census 
for “family” and “children” are as follows: “A family con- 
sists of two or more persons in the same household who are 
related to each other by blood, marriage, or adoption; all 
persons living together in one household who are related to 
each other are regarded as one family.” “‘Own’ children in 
a household, family, or subfamily comprise the head’s sons 
and daughters, including stepchildren and adopted children, 
living in the home. The count of own children under 18 years 
old is limited to single (never married) children. . . .‘I Thus 
the Census tabulation of own children of married family heads 
excludes families with a widowed, divorced, or single head 
who was not subject to theprobabilityof divorce and parent- 
child groups living in the same household with other rela- 
tives, where the head is a person otber than the parent of the 
child. 

An estimated 463,000 children were involved indivorce 
cases in 1960, 1.18 children per decree. Of the 64,202,OlO 
children under IS years of age enumerated in the United 
States during 19605, 7.2 per 1,000 were involved in divorce 
cases. ‘Ibis rate was 7.5 in 1959, 6.5 in 1958, 6.4 in 1957, 
6.3 in 1956, 6.3 in 1955, 6.4 in1954, and 6.4 in 1953. (Popu- 
lation bases for these rates are the estimates of the number 
of childrenunder IS years ofageprepared blr the U.S. Bureau 
of the Census and published in Czcvmzt Population Reports, 
Series P-25, No. 265.) A more accurate measure, however. 
is the rate per 1,000 children under 1s years of age of 
married persons, which was 7.8 for 1960-a _ 

For the 1960 data year, the numbers of children in- 
volved were estimated for the first time for each region and 
registration State (table 3-H). The largest number of children 
(170.000, or 37 percent of the total) was reported from the 
South Region, 28 percent from the NorthCentral, 23 percent 
from the West, and 12 percent from the Northeast. Tbe 
average number of children per divorce was highest in the 
Northeast (1.40), followed by tb.eNorthCentral(l.22) and the 
West (1.14). Itwaslowest intbeSouthwitb an average of 1.11 
children per divorce. 

The total number of children varied widely among 
individual reporting States. The largest numbers of children 
were estimated for Alabama (21,300) and Pennsylvania 
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(18.900); the smallest numbers were reported by Alaska 
(900) and South Dakota (1,200). Tbehighestratios of children 
per divorce were found in Hawaii (1.89) and South Dakota 
(1.51) and the lowest ratios in Georgia (1.02), Virginia 

; (1.03), and Tennessee (1.04). 
As shown in table 3-J. the estimated national total of 

children involved in divorce cases increased by 40 percent 
i between 1953 (330,000 children reported) and 1960 (463,000). 

This increase occurred despite the relative stability of 
divorce totals in recent years because there was a decline 
in the proportion of divorces with no children reported and 
an increase in the average number of children per divorce. 
The ratio of children per divorce increased from 0.85 for 
1953 to 1.18 for 1959 and1960, andthe proportion of divorce 
and annulment decrees with children involved inqeased 
during these years from 45.5 in 1953 to 56.7 in 1960. 

The percent of divorces and annulments with children 
involved by reporting States for 1953-60 areas follows: 

Percent Of 

iWME3R OF STAT.%3 AIVJ EAR decrees 
Kith children 

i!JVOlVed 

50 *tatis (1960)----------------------------- 
1lj p,+,ates (1959)----------------------------- 
12 St&es (1958)----------------------------- 
23 *tates (1957)------------------------------ 
22 Eta-& (1956) -------------------- _ -------- 
22 states (1955)----------------------------- 
22 states (1954)----------------------------- 
82 states (1953)---------------------------- 

56.7 
59.1 
55.1 
50.9 
48.9 
48.1 
47.8 
45.5 

The proportion of divorces with five children or more re- 
ported also increased, from 1.8 for 1956 to 2.6 percent for 
1960. 

Legal grounds for decree 

A distinction must be made between legal grounds for a 
decree and the underlying causes of the divorce or annulment. 
In some cases decrees are obtained on the ground that is 
least unpleasant to claim and easiest to establish in legal 
proceedings. Legal grounds for divorce and annulment are 
specified in the statutes of each State, andthere are marked 
differences in the grounds available and in tbe’definitions of 
individual grounds (table 4-10 in Section 4). 

Almost two out of three divorces granted in the regis- 
mation States were granted on the ground of cruelty, in- 
cluding indignities and mental suffering. This ground was 
alleged in the majority of divorces granted in 14 of the 
registration States, excluding Alaska, Kansas, Maryland, 
and Virginia. In the 14 States where it was the principal 
ground, the percentage of decrees granted for cruelty and 
related grounds ranged from 51.5 in Alabama to 93.8 in 
Iowa. 

Desertion-including abandonment, absence, and com- 
binations of desertion with other grounds-was alleged in 

about one out of four cases in the registration States and 
represented the majority of decrees granted in two States, 
Maryland (65.6 percat) and Virginia (92.8 percent), and 
more than 20 percent of decrees granted in three States, 
Alabama (44.2 percent), Tennessee (23.5 percent), and 
Georgia (20.9 percent). 

Only about 6 percent of all decrees were granted for 
nonsupport or nonsupport combinedwith cruelty, but divorces 
granted on this ground represented almost 80 percent of 
those that occurred in Kansas. 

Less than 2 percent of all divorces were granted for 
adultery, including infidelity and adultery combined with 
other grounds, and in only one State (Maryland) did these 
divorces represent more than 10 percent of tbe State total. 

All the remaining legal grounds are listed in the tables 
under “other grounds” and were alleged in only 4 percent 
of the cases. The situation was unusual in Alaska, where 
incompatibility was given as the ground in more than 90 per- 
cent of the divorces. 

In a few cases, differences may be observed in the 
distribution of legal grounds between the 1960 data and 
corresponding figures for earlier years. In general, these 
differences are due to coding procedures. Divorce data for 
1959 and earlier years were coded in the reporting States, 
and each State office used its own coding rules. Beginning 
with tb.e 1960 data, uniform coding rules were applied to all 
divorce transcripts, and some shifts in the statistics were 
unavoidable. This was especially true for decrees granted 
on multiple legal grounds and those granted on grounds that 
are in force in only a small number of States. The following 
general principles were used in setting up the coding rules: 
(a) if the ground of adultery was given in combination with 
other grounds, the decree was coded to adultery; (b) if 
desertion was given in combination with other grounds except 
adultery, the decree was coded to desertion; (c) if nonsupport 
was given in combination with cruelty, thedecreewas coded 
to nonsupport; (d) the grounds of indignities, inhumantxeat- 
ment, intolerable severities, andgrieviousmentalsufferbqs 
were coded to cruelty; (e) the ground of abandonment was 
coded to desertion. In cases of multiple legal grounds, a 
more specific and more structured ground is coded in 
preference to one that is more general and more subject 
to varying interpretations; legal grounds in force in only 
one State or in a small number of States are coded, when- 
ever possible, to a similar legal ground available in a large 
number of States. 

Plaintiff and the party to whom 

decree was granted 

Divorce data for 1960 include information about pIair+ 
tiffs in suits of divorce or annulment. In the divorce-regis- 
tration area, the plaintiff was the wife inmore than hvo out 
of three divorces, in almost one third of the cases the 
husband, and in only six cases was it another person, iq- 
eluding parent or guardian (table 4-11 in Section 4). The 
1960 percentage distribution of divorces and annulments by- 
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plaintiff and by party to whom granted for the registration 
area are shown below. 

Plm’ntiff 

Total _____ --I ______ _______- 100.0 

Husha& ____-_--____________---- 29.6 
Wife--- _____c-_---_-__-____----- 70.3 
Orher party _____________________ 0.0 

Party to 
whom 

ffvanted 

100.0 

27.3 
67.8 
4.9 

A comparatively small ‘percentage of decrees was 
granted by the court to someone other than the plaintiff. The 
decree was granted to the wife iu about 6 percent of the 
divorces where the husband was plaintiff, and iu about 1 
percent of cases where the plaintiff was the wife the decree 
was granted to the husband. Moreover, more than 4,300 
decrees, or 4.9 percent of the total, were granted to a 
person other thsn husband or wife, or to husband and wife 
jointly; all except 18 such decrees were granted iu two 
States, Alabama and Georgia. 

There is some variation among States iu theproportion 
of decrees where the wife is plaintiff: thehighest proportion 
of plaintiff wives (80 percent) was in Utah, and the lowest 
(63 percent) occurred in Alaska. 
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Table 3-A Estimated Number of Divorces and Annulments and Rates, With Percent Changes 

FFOIII Preceding Year: United States, 1920-60 
(Dab refer only to events -ring tithln the unite* states. Enchdes Alaska be-g 1959, +d Eawaii. 1950, 

I I I t 

+2.6 1.5 
+3.5 1.5 

r-10.9 1.5 
-6.7 
-5.1 ::: 

+20.5 1.6 

tm.0 
+9 .I. 
ts.9 
+1.4 
i6.8 

MS 
Cl.2 
-3.4 
+4.8 
t6.4 

___ 
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Table 3-B. Reported Number of Divorces and Annulments and Rates: United States, Each 

Region, Division, and State, 1956-60 

Palone: I 
liortheast- -I------- --_-- 
mrth central-------------------- 
south---~------- _______-_ 
ue.t=-------._.-___--------------- 

I 
Ne.d ~~-------------------------------- 
Inddle *tlaotic------------------------- 

?h+A. central: 
Eara N0i-m central--------------------- 
meat worth cent*------------------- 

smtb: 
sonth *~tlontle------------------------- 
East srmth central------------- 
went sauth ~ntlnl ---I-------- --_--_- 

west: 
Mountain------.----- ______ 
pacific------------------------------ 

Be” lx36s3a.l: 
tai&- ____ --- ___-____ 
Aw aamp~rc-.-------------------. 
velsmt-- -------I- ---__-_---_ 
Hnsmlchusct.t3 ---- --_- -___ ----- 
mode Is---------------------- 
Coonccticut------.------------- 

KcntxlQ.-- --I---- --I-------- 
~~EjeEb----------------------- 
-nmS------------------------- 
Misd~5~p~------------ -------_- 

LMIDhema------------------------------- 
------------------------------ 

7GalJnmn: 
wwtana------------------------------ 

-,lyming --------I --- ____ - ____-_____-__ 
COlrnadO------------------------ 
mw Hexlc~------------------~-------- 
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Table 3-C. Reported Annulments: United States, Each Region, Division, and state, 1956-60 
(By place Of occ”rre”.x) 

I 

--. 

__. 
11.1 

--. 
8.5 

0.E 
2.1 
0.t 
2.2 
_-. 
0.E 

_-. 
3.E 
0.1 

0.2 
--. 

East nn-tll central.: 
Ohio-------------------------------------- 

1.3 
3.5 

1.2 
1.c 

‘0.E 

::: 
3.4 
0.s 

I.6 
2.c 

2: 
__. 

South C~Olina---------------------------------- 
Deorgla----------------------------------------- 
Flarida----------------------------------------- 

Ba* south Central: 
I[en----------------------------------------- 
T-s---------------------------------------- 
~*--....--..-..----------------------~------ 
Nleaiasr~i--..----.---------------------------- 

vest Eaum central: 
AMansa*---------------------------------------- 
louiBiBnB--------------------------------------- 
BLOB-------------------------------------- 

muntsm: 
( ~---.-------------------------------------- 
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Table 3-D. Median Ages of Divorced Husband and Wife at Time of Decree and at Time 

of Marriage: Divorce-Registration Area and Each Registration State, 1960 

Table 3-E. Percentage Distribution of Divorces and Annulments by Duration of Marriage: 

United States, Each Region, Divorce-Registration Area, and Each Registration Stat@, 1960 
(BY @We of oC=“r=CncCe. Based on srmple data; for frequencies, SEC table 4-7, Section 4. Totals by duration cd marriage exclude “not stated”) 
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Table 3-F. Median I)luration of Marriage (in Years)‘Prior to Divorce or Annulment, by Number 

of ChildrenlReportedz United States, Each Region, Divorce-Regisiration Area, and Each Regis- 

Table 3-G.. Percentage Distribution of Divorces and Annulments by Number of Children 

Reported: United States, Each Region, DivorceRegistration Area; and Each Registration State, 

1960 

AREA 

m-mm so-------------------------------------- 

- r 
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Table 3-H. Estimated Number of Children 
Involved in Divorces .and AnnulmentszUnited 
States, Each Region, Divorce-Registration 

Area,, and Each- Registration State, 1960 
(By place of occIyrence. Data relate tochildren under 18 years Ofage exeeptas noted. 

EStirnmxi *mm frellueocies based on s3mpte, shown in table 4-8, SecttDn 4. For 
method Of estimatim see Technical ADDendix~ 

Fegi*nz: 
CDlthc3st-------.------------ 
ml.* centl.ti~~---------~ 

Table 3-J. Estimated Number of Children 
Involved ‘in Divorces and Annulments: United 

YEkR 

1983-- ____----- 
1s9-------- 
Icw------ 
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Table 4-1. Divorces and Annulments in State Where Decree Was Granted Distrib- 
uted by Place Where Marriage Was Performed: United States, Each Region, 
Divorce-Registration Area, and Each Registration State, 1960 

Table 4-2. Divorces and Annulments by Resident Status of Defendant Husband 
and Wife in State Where Decree Was Granted: Divorce-Registration Area and 
Each Resistration State, 1960 
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Table 4-3. Divorces and Annulments by Age of Husband and of Wife at Time of 
Decree: Divorce-Registration Area and Each Registration State, 1960 
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Table 4-4. Divorces and Annulments by Age of Husband and of Wife at Marriage: 
Divorce-Registration Area and Each Registration State, 1960 

Ellltn pin+r------------------------------------- 
T_!.,,Lr.2 ______________-________________I________-- 
u~~-------~-----------------.-------------------------- 
‘lIDlnir-------------------------------------- 
~i”c;El*.--------------------------------------- 
ii,c,i,, ---____--_--__-___ - __------ - ---- - __-__--__--- 

Table 4-5. Divorces and Annulments by Color of Husband and of Wife: Divorce- 
Registratio? Area and Each Registration State, 1960 

DT’Io.,Jxdc’im~~~~ :JL -----_______-___ - ____ -__-___ 

~~~~------------------------------------------------- 
.Il~!~.c--------------------------------------- 



SECTION 4 - MARRIAGES AND DIVORCES 

Table 4-6. Divorces and Annulments by Marriage Order of Husband and of Wife 
at Time of Decree: Divorce-Registration Area and Each Registration State, 1960 

(By place cd oecrlrrelwe. Ease.3 on sample data. For almple design and sampling vuiabuitg, see Technical Appe.ti) 
I All -ORDHloF-mLTamm~ -mmYIm*TTmwDBCRBE 

Table 4-1. Divorces and Annulments by Duration of Marriage: United States,,Each 
Region, Divorce-Registration Area, and Each Registration State, 1960 

HlryLaod------------------.------------- 
Ip~------------------------------ 
~~nrsra----....------------------.-..- 
Oregon.-------------------------------. 
pennSU~“aniS.-.---------------------. 

south Dakota------------------------ 
~~rs~ee.----------------------------- 
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Table 4-8. Divorces and Annulments by Number of Children Reported:United States, 
Each Region, Divorce-Registration Area, and Each Registration State, 1960 

(By place Of occurrence. eased on SPlnPk data. Data retat* to children under 18 years cd age except as notd. For Surmk desim rmd sam1Im variabsiti. and for list ot states 
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Table 4-9. Divorces and Annulments by Duration of Marriage and Number of 
Children Reported: United States, Each Region, Divorce-Registratiq Area, and 
Each Registration State, 1960 

- 

J 

ir r lr 
l---j-T 

- c 
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Table 4-9. Divorces and Annulments by Duration of Marriage and Number of 
Children Reported: United States, Each Region, Divorce-Registration Area, and 
Each Registration State, 1960 -Con. 

(By p,aee Of occurre”ce. Based 0” sample data. Data relate to children under 18 years Of age except as noted. For Sample design and sampling vadabiaty, an* for List af St&es 

Table 4-10. Divorces and Annulments by Legal Grounds for Decree: Divorce- 
Registration Area and Each Registration State, 1960 

IBY place Of occurrence. Based an sample data. For sample d&g” an* sampling wriamily, SW Technical &.ppmdi-i) 
:A K.?L zrz;:32 m: iLL;= 

:K?n rLI:r,zr ~ _. 1 -: .,I? -r; .XLLT‘.:‘ ..liL. Le.:.-di‘. : A.. .>p:” CL,,>l rot ;iTLx 
DIVOECCrnI~rn mm-- -___-_-__ -_--__ . ..+??i 1,Sil .‘,L z:,x: l,b :,Ea *,8911 

*~---------------------------------- X,,SZ a’1 c,7ia i~.~--..--------------------------- 3,5”0 723 1: 83 .z ; d.iO 32” +a3 ~~r~~--------------------------- R,%S 5 5.26 ItuFjli----.--.-.---------------------- l,l7(l I ij 2% 1,323 123 1;;;’ Sd rdaco -------- ---~------~--~-----~ 2,532 .1 -.,3&z 3.l.: :; 1.i; mm ----I---- ----_---_-_---__-__-_ ,L,SBO so d 262 > 33 L 23 
I~~----------------------. *,La0 2.a !~~~-------------.-------------------- ~~n~~--------------------------------- 5,1,&i” ,-: 2,:; b,EiU z,.y 23 I.41 1,a’: :d I.76 ,!~~brsln---------.------------------- I$% 1,5x 1,X.I 1: 1,LP 125 118 31) ii Oar------------------------------------- PC$LUSy1,.- ---------------------- ---- _______ -_ 5,123 h L5 323 lm lJ.3 1: ,c40 53 LI:ce> 2,762 40 cJ(o 
soutn ~~otir----------------------------- 7x -OSCAR..----------------------------- 3,G:u d a iz w 1 “,I2 62 2:: utzh.-------.--.---------------------- C,I‘C L8 75: yir~r~~---.--.------------------------ Wirc;l~icln-------..----------------------- 

I 
1.310 L,Er. &JJ 8,-I 2:: 33 1,56V 2 G Pi6 ;; lm SC wyatir< -----_ -- -________ -__-_------_--__ 1,3x3 11 22 i: 

4aclurics N clccames m-1 on ~ra!Ias or inccLLp3tlblll~. “TnCl”em sm dCEraes pz.!liBd nftcr c p”tid or s,:p”tio”. 
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Table 411. Divorces and Annulments by Party to Whom Decree Was Granted, 
Whether Plaintiff or Other: Divorce-Registration Area and Each Registratioi 

-----------ew-- 

I==== 
Husband----------------------- 
tn*e ____-__-; -____- - ____-_-___ 
Plaintin mt stat&----- 

Wl~~------------------------- 
PLBmtltT not sm.ea=------.--- 

/I 

‘ibtlrL-----.-------- ~~----------------------- _ yLfe----------------------- plaintiff llot r;taheL.---.--- 
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Table4-12. Divorces and Annulments by Plaintiff and Duration of Marriage: Divorce- 
Registration Area and Each Registration State, 1960 

W%U 

TJtll------------ 
WrA. I ysLL------------- 
I and z yearz-------------- 
3 xm5 r. ~ccus----~~----- 
59 yc~---~---~~---~~ 
Ial* ,312------------- 
I.5 yclm * owz---------- 
i?o* Dtz+xa----------------- 

IJmtecr 1 yc’“l----------- 
I End z yc3.re.------------ 
.3 alI* 4 yca,m----~---~--- 
Sal .vcZJX---------- ____ 
Ial* ycIuB- ----___ --_-_ 
15 ycm omd 0Yer ----- ------ 
at Sag------------------ 
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Table 4-12. Divorces and Annulments by Plaintiff and Duration of Marriage: Divorce- 
Registration Area and ‘Each Registration State, 196O-Con. 

(BY I 

t 
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Table Page 

5-1. Marriages and divorces and annulments: United States, each 
State and county, 1960--------------------------------- 5-3 

SYMBOLS USED IN TABLES 

Class or item not applicable---------------------- . . . 
Dam not alvailable _________________ - ______________ _-_ 
Quantity zero in kequency tables------------------ - 
Quantity zero in rate or percent tables------------- 0 
Rate or percent more than 0 but less than O-05------ 0.0 
Botb frequency and population base zero in rate or 

percent tables---------------------------------- _ 
Figures within parentheses not included in totals---- ( ) 

5-l 
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Table 5-l. Marriages and Divorces and Annulments: United States, Each State and 
county, 1960 

6% 
991 
142 
22 

13, 
189 

/I 
IjleM---- --_________ --. 
Blrmbol$.t----m----- ___---. 
I,&,erl* -----I -----_-- ____ -_. 
mya---...---~--~~-~--. 
-- ----- ------- ----. 
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Table 5-l. Marriages and Divorces and Annulments: United States, Each State and 
County, 1960 -con. 

~--~.------------------- 

Brwar(L--------------------- 

&.m&l.a -_____ - ____ - ____ -___- 

Calhoun----------------------- 

Charlotte-------------------- 

Citra4----------------------- 

me------.-..---.----------- He---------------------------- z 
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Table 5-1. Marriages and Divorces and Annulments: United States, Each State and 
County, 1960 -Con. 



5 -6 SECTION 5 - MARRIAGES AND DIVORCES 

Table 5-l. Marriages and Divorces and Annulments: United States, Each State and 
COUIlty, 1960 -Con. 

(Ey place of aenurence. see Technical Appendix far sources Of data) 
Divorcea Dlvonxa mvorces JLRBli mrr1BgeL aL.3 APEA IsurisgeE id ARUL -=-iasee -,JLTB*tS CLQUvlmeOtS annz*. 

I I II I II I 

Go.----.-.--------------- 
HanFlton-----.----------------- 
Marc&--------------------- 
~------------------------- 
Gabon----------------------- 
Hpnry-----.---------------- 
~------.------------------ 
Hunb~~---.------------------- 
Ida--.-.--------.------------- 

I-.--.---.-.-.-..-.----------- 
Mach----------------------- 
Jasper---------------------- 
JB~~Z6oa-------------------- 
~obnSrm------------------------- 
JooeS-------------------------- 
KeaM------.----.-------------- 
Kossuth.---.-.-.-.------------- 
lee..-..-.-.-.--.-.-------------- 
------.-.--.-.-.------------ 

Iauioa----.-.-.---.------------- 
-a------.-----...----------- 
Lyon _-_----- --- __--- ----- 
Madisrm--------------------- 
Mahadm ______- - -___-___ - _______ 
Ilui-- -_-__- -_-_- ___-_ -___ 
~-l---.-.--..------------- 
MFllS-----------.----------- 
etches--,------------------ 
Mcmrms-- __-_- -_____- _-_-_______ 

w(oroe-.-----.----------------- 
-g-ni----.--..-----------~ 
MllleOt~-------------------. 
O’Bl?~--------------------- 
Oseeala-..-.-.---------------~ 

2 -r-----..--.-.----------- 
n ------------------------- 

linde28----------------------- 
68 ~-.--.---.------------ 
5 -n.-----.-------------------- 

50 Bath------.----------------- 
17 Beg-------------------------- 
72 Boare------------------------ 
9 Bourbon-- ____ -___-_- _-________ 
7 Boyd-------.----.-------------- 

3~~~~---.-.- -___ ---_-_I 
25 cartcc-...-------.-.------- 

45 Dlaot-.---.-----.----------~ 
31 G~~*---.-.---------------~ 

II 
8 c~rsoa--.-.----..----------~ 

I.6 GTeeil-----------------------~ 

16 
58 

I( me------- --______ - _---_- _ _---- 1 
Leslie ______-________ -- __---- 
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Table 5-1. Marriages and Divorces and Annulments: United States, Each State and 
Comfy, 1960 -Con. 

I II 

ils;rc---- ------ ---__--__ 559 I 2 ilevfma-- ---- ----_---_ T,W 
’ 3/z 361 4 :~SWDlLL.-- -------- - -__. 

15 I I ~=.:-----.....---.---------------I ,” i&i< --------- ----- -_-_ -_- 
17 II Berrien-.-----.-- ___- 
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Table 5-1. Marriages and Divorces and Annulments: United States, Each State and 
Co~ty, 1960 -Con. 

II 
MsS*m~al. 

ZE Isncoln--.....-...-.------------ 

49 

-II 

~SSna(TS-----.---.------ 7 . Ilda~~-----.----.-.----------- 25 lul&wd.--..- ------- -_-_- -_____ _ 3.4 A*hlaao-.------.-.------------~ . 
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Table 5-l. Marriages and Divorces and Annulments: United States, Each State and 
County, 1960 -Con. 

I.44 _ ~ fL ~‘man---- _--- ----------. 
lcI il.raa --I- - -I-- --_-----_. 

51~W ------- ---- -__-___ -__. 
,; Bmw-----m.--m--ss-m. 

Tho)-cr------- ____ - __-_ -_. 
Ii *US------------------. 

9 mur;ton------ ____ - ____ --. 
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Table 5-l. Marriages and Divorces and Annulments: United States, Each State and 
I Cody, 1960 -Con. 

-11 u&@-.--I---_---__--_-_-----_ 1 
18 ~-h--.-.-l----------------- 

43 Che-e.-.-.---.-.------------ 
426 ch-~--.----..---------- 

187 
cw.-- _--I - -_-_-- - --__-- _ 

88 
II 

clew------.---.----------~ 
173 E& __--__---__ - :.-. -_---__ 
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Table 5-1. Marriages and Divorces and Annulments: United States, Each State and 
COUnty, 1960 -Con. 

ARUL 

-on. 

cczanche---- -___ -__--- --I- 

CUjtEF----------- _--__. 
De-R--------------------~ 
hrey----- --__ - ____-__--. 

Dra4v-------------------------- 
Dnurt-.-------------------- 
OrrEr---------------------- 
~----------.ww-msb- 
-7 __-- ----- -____ -_- -_-- 
Bstill-- ----- --- -__- - ---. 
auphes--.--------------.. 
a.ckmn--------- _--- -. 
Jemrer,n- -I_--- I-- 
Johnston----------.----------- 

m+-------- ___L---_ - 
Kfqrmkh -------- ;-- ---- -. 
xi--------------.-----~ 
latinc=----------------~ 
Ic Fhrc-----~-- ___--__-. 
linEO~---------.----------- 
Icgon-- -------_- - ______-- -- 

~(cc-.-----------------. 
l&z- ---- -- ---_---- - ----. 

L(clntO~---------.-----------. 
~aJor--.-----------------~ 
~.rrbsll.---.---.-----------~ 
I(aycs _-_-- - -_-- - ____ -__-- ---. 
lalrmy _-I---------- ---_---. 
~~Cf---.---------------- 
Aoblr----------.------------. 
Ran.---------------------- 
~*slue.----------------~ 
~-------------------~ 

vagemr -_----- --- _--I-. 
va~~~----------.-----~ 
warhi%.------.-.- ---. 

Ye---.-------.------- 

CEci?L-----------. 

enscr----- -----_ --- -_-I 

-* 

60 .Iyliatk----------- 
xi, 

/I 

I,lciaieon~~-- _-_---_ --__ 
I22 LPncozxcr ---I-- - -II--- 
la InYrr=~c--------------- 
1s IfmL~------ ___-- --_--_ 
49 IA,%%------------- 

-ii sctfra c&mm.------ 
19 

320 Amevil& ----___ -_- ---I--- 
9 in--..-------..-------- 

z,m. Auc.s~~--.----~~---- 
81 Anderson------------.---------- 
I ECU------.---------_ 
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Table 5-l. Marriages and Divorces and Annulments: United States, Each State and 
County, 1960 -Con. 

~-.-.-------.-------- 

AnacpB~----------------------- 
Bedlord-------.------------------ t 

II 

Be-.-.----.------------------ 
3.4 Blanco-----.-.--.------------- 
1B Balden-.--...-----..------------ 
68 B0.4Ue------------------------- 

48 Dn-.--.-.----.--------------- 
124 Ddl.e.e -------_ - _-______________ 

3 DB~m------------------------~ 

-/I 
24 Deai s*~---.--------------~- 
51 Dclta---------.---------------~ 
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Table 5-l. Marriages and Divorces and Annulments: United States, Each State and 
County, 1960 -con. - H 

F 
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Table 5-P. Marriages and Divorces and Annulments: United States, Each State and 
County, 1960 -Con. 

(BY place Of occurrence. see Technical Appendix for G-Ees Of data) 

mvorces 
AQSA 

m-ea 
-E- 

z3nrzeni. 
AkIm 

DLporce* 
mrrlagerr aI3 BW. -US- 

-UhSntS CUS.LS 
,I 
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NOTES 

Reporting areas 

Marria.ge data are shown for both Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands. 
Divorce data are shown for the Virgin Islands only. 

Geographic classification 

.Data are shown by place of occurrence. Totals are shown for the local 
areas St. Croix Island and St. John and St. Thomas Islands (the latter two 
combined) in the Virgin Islands and for the primary geographic subdivisions, 
“municipios,” in Puerto Rico. 

Race and color 

For 1960, brides and grooms are not shown by color for either Puerto 
Rico or the Virgin Islands. Husbands and wives divorced in 1960 are classified 
as white or nonwhite for the Virgin Islands. 

Sample data 

Since the sampling rate for the Virgin Islands for both marriage and 
divorce records was 100 percent, there is no sampling error in the statistics 
for this area. The marriage estimates for Puerto Rico are based on a 5-&r- 
cent sample; sampling errors for estimated frequencies which are specified 
percents of the total marriages are as follows: 

Frequency 
expressed 
as percent 

1 or 99 ----_---- 61 
2 or 98 -_____--- 86 
3 or 97 --_-___-- 104 
4 or 96 _________ 120 
5 o,i-- 95 -_______- 133 
7 or 93 -________ 156 

Frequency 
expressed 
as percent 

10 or 90 --_----- 183 
15 or 85 ________ 218 
20 or 80 ________ 244 
25 or 75 -_____-- 265 
50 ------------- 306 

Section 7-the Technical Appendix-discusses 
other factors concerning these marriage and 
divorce statistics. 
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Table 6-l. Marriages, Divorces, and Rates : Puerto Rico and Virgin Islands, 1940-60 

Table 6-2. Marriages and Divorces and Annulments: Puerto Rico, Virgm Islands, 
and Court& Equivalents: 1960 
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Table 6-3. Marriages by Month Marriage Performed, Puerto Rico and Virgin 
Islands, 1960 

Table 6-4. Marriages by Day of Week Marriage Performed: Puerto Rico ,and Virgin 
Islands, 1960 

Table 6-5. Resident stat+ of Bride and of Groom: .Puerto Rico ‘and Virgin Islands, 
1960. 
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Table 6-6. Marriages by Marriage Order and Age of Bride and of Groom: Puerto 
Rico and Virgin Islands, 1960 
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Table 6-1. Marriages by Age of Bride, by Age of Groom: Puerto Rico and Virgin 
Islands, 1960 
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Table 6-8. First Marriages of Both Brideand Groom, by Age of Bride, by Age of 
Groom: Puerto Rico and Virgin Islands, 1960 
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of “not stated’ for a specified chirracteristk, see Technical A~~%dixl 
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Table 6-9. Marriages by Age and Previous Marital Status of Bride and of Groom: 
Puerto Rico and Virgin Islands, 1960 
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Table 6-10. Marriages by Previous Marital Status of Bride, by Previous Marital 
Status of Groom: Puerto Rico and Virgin Islands, 1960 
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Table 6-11. Marriages by Number of This Marriage of Bride and of Groom: 
Puerto Rico and Virgin Islands, 1960 
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Table F-12. Divorces and Annulments, 
by Specified Characteristics: Virgin 
Islands, 1960 
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Table 6-14. Divorces and Annulments by 

Table 6-13. Divorces and Annulments 
by Specified -Characteristics of Hus- 
band and of Wife’: Virgin Islands, 1960 

Resident Status of Defendant Husband 
and Wife: Virgin Islands, 1960 
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Table 6-15. Divorces and Annulments by Duration of Marriage and Number of 
Children Under 18 Years of Age: Virgin Islands, 1960 

Table 6-16. Divorces and Annulments by Party to Whom Decree Granted 
Whether Plaintiff or Other: Virgin Islands, 1960 

Table 6-12 Divorces and Annulments by Duration of Marriage and Plaintiff: Virgin 
Islands, 1960 
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SECTION 7. TECHNICAL APPENDIX 

INTRODUCTION 

Improvements in marriage and 
divorce statistics 

In 1960 new programs for collecting marriage and 
divorce statistics were initiated. Instead of compiling the 
data from predesigned tables submitted by the States, 
data were processed from nationwide probability samples 
of marriage records and divorce records submitted by 
State and local registration officials. Four principal im- 
provements have resulted from this major change in data 
collection procedures. 
1. Probability samples of the records facilitate making 

statistical estimates for the United States and each of the 
four geographic regions (Northeast, North Central, 
South, and West) in addition to statistics for the mar- 
riage- and divorce-registration areas and States in 
these areas. 

2. Progress has been made toward greater uniformity in 
definitions of concepts and in coding procedures be- 
cause the data from the sample records were processed 
in one operation at the National Vital Statistics Di- 
vision (NVSD). 

3. Improvements resulted from several checks on the 
consistency of data, on whether or not the events re- 
corded on the records occurred in the data year. and on 
completeness of reporting for each variable coded from 
the records. In particular, detailed comparisons were 
n ‘de of annual marriage and divorce totals as reported 
by the States and counties cooperating in the sample 
and as estimated from the samples sent in. When these 
totals differed, intensive followup querying procedures 
were carried out to determine the correct total. 

4. In preparing for and securing the samples, NVSD has 
gained much additional information about registration 
procedures, about adapting sampling instructions to 
State and local variations in the filing of records, and 
about time and costs involved in securing samples of 
records. 

concerned.” This was indeed the case, for the only in- 
formation shown about marriages was the number performed 
in about two-thirds of the counties in the United States, and 
no national statistics or estimates were available. Di- 
vorces, on the other hand, were shownforthe United States, 
all States. and all counties. In addition, detailed statistics 
showing the legal grounds for divorce, the party to whom 
the decree was granted, and the duration of marriage were 
presented by State and year. 

The next Federal report dealt primarily with the ZO- 
year period 1887-1906 and also summarized the earlier 
reporx2 It contained data on the number of marriages for 
more than 90 percent of the counties in the United States 
but no figures of national scope. In 1946 national marriage 
totals for tbe years 1867-1906 were estimated from these 
incomplete collections.a The divorce data were morevaried 
and complete, including not only the number of decrees for 
almost all counties but also detailed statistics on legal 
grounds, libelant, time from marriage to separation, place 
of marriage, and whether children were affected by the 
decree. 

Plans for compiling statistics and publishing a report 
to cover the lo-year period 1907-16 were curtailed by the 
Nation’s entry into World War I. The resulting report * con- 
tained a statement of the number of marriages performed 
during the single year 1916 for almost all counties in tbe 
United States. The collection of divorce statistics was 
likewise very nearly complete. Unlike the earlier collections 
made by agents working directly with county officials and 
court clerks, the 1916 data were secured entirely by mail 
from State and local files. 

The program was resumed with a report for 1922, and 
for 11 years collections were made and reports published 
annually.5 Statistics shown in these reports were chiefly 
continuations of the series published for earlier periods. 
Increasing reliance was placed on collecting information 
by mail. In the 1926 annual report estimates of national 
totals and rates per 1,000 population were published for 
the years 1907-15 and 1917-21 to partly close thegaps 
in the series. 

Sources of data and kinds available 

Historical d&z-The first Federal report on mar- 
riages and divorces in the United States covered the years 
1867-86 and was devoted primarily to detailed divorce 
statistics.’ The introduction states “while this report is 
practically complete as regards divorces, it is thoroughly 
incomplete and unsatisfactory so far as marriages are 
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The annual reports ended in 1933, and no national 
statistics v?ere collected again until 1940, when a new 
program of marriage and divorce statistics was initiated. 
Data continued to be available, however, from those States 
in which central files of the records had been established. 
On the basis of figures collected from these States and 
the District of Columbia, estimates of the number of mar- 
riages and of divorces for the United States and rates for 
the years 1933-37 were prepared by Stouffer and Spencer.” 
Their report contains a discussion of the possible sources 
and magnitude of errors in the estimates. 

The program initiated in 1940 was based cm estab- 
lishing a marriage and a divorce collection area comprised 
of those States maintaining central files of records from 
which detailed data could be obtained. The project was 
discontinued during World War II, but figures collected 
for the 1937-40 period led to estimates of State and national 
totals and corresponding rates. In addition, detailed mar- 
riage statistics were published for the collection area for 
1939 and 1940 and derailed divorce statistics for 1939.’ 
This was the first attempt to present detailed data about 
marriages-the 1940 statistics covering up to 28 reporting 
States. Detailed divorce data were obtained for 1939 from 
up to 12 States. 

In 1944 a limited program of marriage and divorce 
statistics was resumed and some figures for the years 
1941-43 were estimated by making use of State, Census, 
and Federal Home Loan Bank Board data. Reports were 
published in three series: monthly marriage licensefigures 
for major city areas;* monthly marriage or marriage 
license figures for States and for the Nation;’ annual totals 
of marriages (substituting marriage licenses for some 
States) and of divorces for as many States as possible and 
an estimated national divorce total.” Estimates of the 
national number of marriages for the period 1867-1946 and 
the rates were published in an annual report for 1946.rr 

In 1948 a cooperative Federal-State program to pro- 
vide some detailed statistics was begun. The vital sta- 
tistics officials of several States furnished detailed tables 
which were consolidated and published. Tabulations for 
varying numbers of reporting States on marriage bmluded 
those by month, by age of bride and groom, by first mar- 
riage and remarriage, by age and race, and by residence 
status of bride and groom.“- Divorce data were shown for 
reporting States by month, State and county, legal grounds, 
party to whom granted, and duration of marriage.ra 

Until 1960 detailed marriage and divorce statistics 
continued to be collected by means of pretabulatad reports 
from, on the whole, an increasing number of States 
Data collection procedures used during the previous years 
are summarized in table 7-l. In tables 7-2 and7-3 the 
overall growth, albeit irregular, in the number of States 
for which key items of data are published is shown. These 
statistics have appeared in the annual volumes tided 
Vital Statistics of the l&ted States or in the series vital 
Statistics-Special Reports. County totals of marriages or 
of licenses issued have been secured for counties in 90 
percent or more of the States for the years shown in table 
7-2. Among the other items, only month of marriage has 
been consistently available from more than half the States. 
Reporting of age at marriage has been more complete than 
other personal characteristics of brides and grooms. The 
trend in reporting all these variables, including race or 
color, has been toward greater completeness. This is most 
marked in 1960 with the centralized tabulating of these 
data from the records. 

For divorces, data on month and county of occurrence 
have been most completely reported (table7-3). Other items 
reported with considerable completeness are legal items 
usually obtained as part of the official transcripts-date 
and place of the marriage, children of the couple, legal 
grounds for the decree, and the identity of the person 
granted the decree. Personal characteristics of husbands 
and wives. even when requested on the statistical record 
form, are very often missing on records in most States. 

In order to promote regular, timely, and complete 
reporting,marriage- anddivorce-registrationareascompa- 
rable to those developed for the collection of nasality 
and mortality statistics were established in 1957 and 1958, 
respectively. The areas are made up of those States which 
meet the following criteria: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

To have established central files of marriage or of 
divorce records 
To have adopted a statistical report form whichincludes 
required items of information that appear on the Stand- 
ard Record of Marriage (fig. 1) or the Standard Record 
of Divorce or Annulment (fig. 2) 
To maintain regular (and timely) reporting by all local 
aEZZ3 
To carry out, in cooperation with NVSD, tests of mar- 
riage or divorce registration completeness and accuracy 



The marriage-registration area (MRA) began to function of records, special surveys were conducted. This was 
in January 1957 with 29 States and 5 other reporting areas done by State officiaIs in Arizona, Illinois, Nevada, New 
participating. By 1960 Alaska and Hawaii had become Mexico, Oklahoma, Texas, and Washington; county officials 
States, and Kentucky and Nebraska had joined the MRA, reported totals on a monthly basis from Colorado and 
bringing the total to 33 States and 3 independent areas North Carolina; the ci+q clerk provided the figures for 
(Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, and New Orleans, Loui- 
siana). In addition, 8 States and de District of Columbia 

the five boroughs in New York City. 
The number of marriages performed was reported for 

outside the MRA had central files of marriage records. 45 States. The number of marriage licenses issued was 
The comparable divorce-regisa-atlon area (DRA) was begun reported for the District of Columbia and for five States- 
in 1958 with 14 States, Alaska, Hawaii, and the Virgin 
Islands participating. By 1960 this total had risen to 18 

Colorado, Kentucky, Nevada, North Csrolina, and Wash- 
ington. The number of marriage licenses issued is usually 

States including Alaska and Hawaii. Three other States and larger by 1 or 2 percent than the number of marriages 
the District of Columbia maintained central files complete performed (based on findings for 1959 from 10 States 
enough for selecting probability samples in 1960. Sta- reporling both totals, as ‘shown on page 2-1, Section 2, 
tistics about the growth of both the MRA and the DRA are Volume I of Vita2 Statistics of We United states, 19591. 
shown in table 7-4. The following list shows the States and County totals of marriages performed were estimated for 
independent areas which were participating by 1960 and the Kentucky by reducing each reported total of marriage 
areas not participating. licenses by 1 percent. 

Northeast Region South Region-Con. 
In 43 of the 45 States reporting marriages performed, 

a vital records or statistics agency in the State health 

Connecticut MRA Georgia MRA, DRA 
department collected and reported the county totals. In 

Maine MRA Kentucky MRA 
Massachusetts, this agency is in the Office of the Secretary 

Massachusetts Louisiana MRA 
of the Commonwealth. County totals for Utah weretabulated 

New Hampshire MRA Maryland MRA, DRA 
in the National Vital Statistics Division from marriage 

New Jersey MRA Mississippi MRA records which were submitted by the Bureau of Vital 

NewYork(excl.N.Y.C.)MRA North Carolina 
Statistics, State Department of Health. 

Pennsylvania MU, DRA Oklahoma In five States county totals of marriage licenses were 

Rhode Island MRA south caroJina reported. The State registrar in the department of hesltb 

Vermont MRA Tennessee MRA, DRA made special collections of county tot& in Nevada and 

Texas Washington: these totals were reported in Kentucky by the 

Vir@nia MRA, DRA department of revenue and in Colorado and North Carolina 

No&h Central Region West Virginia by county officials who reported directly to the National 
Vital Statistics Division. Reports for the District of Colum- 

Illinois West Region bia were received from the U.S. district court. 

Indisna Data on divorces and annulments are presented for 50 

Iowa MRA, DRA Alaska MRA, DRA States and the District of Columbia. Statistics were re- 

Kansas MRA, DRA Arizona ceived from State officials of 48 States-from the health 

Michigan MRA California MRA departments of 46 States, the Office of the Secretary of 

Minnesota Colorado the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, andtbe Administrative 

Missouri Hawaii MRA, DRA 
Office of the Courts in New Jersey. ln 14 States (~ri- 

Nebraska MRA, DRA Idaho MRA, DRA zona, California, Illinois, Indiana, Minnesota, Nevada, New 

North Dakota Montana MRA, DRA Mexico, New York, Oklahoma, Rhode Island, South Car- 

Ohio MRA Nevada olina, Texas, Washington, and West Virginia) where central 

South Dakota MRA, DRA New Mexico files of divorce records were not required by law, the 

Wisconsin MRA, DRA Oregon MRA, DRA State registrars of vital smtistlcs conducted special sur- 

Utah MRA, DRA veys to obtain statistics. One State, Utah, submitted only 

washington ihe annual State total and transcripts of about two-thirds 

South Region Wyoming MRA, DRA of all divorce and ammlment decrees. The county totals 
obtained from the transcripts were adjusted to conform 

Alabama MRA, DRA to more complete information received from Utah sub- 

Arkansas 
Indkpemiant&eus sequently. Data for two States (Colorgdo and Kentucky), as 

Delaware MRA New Orleans. La., MRA welI as data for some counties of Missouri and New Mexico 

District of Columbia PuertoRiWMRA and for some parishes of Louisiana, were obtained from 

Florida MRA virgin Islands MRA, DRA a survey of local officials conducted by tbe National Vital 
Statistics Division. Divorce records are administered and 
reported by the District of Columbia municipal court. 

Data fog 1960.-TomIs of maniages tabulated in Tables 7-5 and 7-6 present information about the 
counties and States were reported from 41 States and the items on the marriage and the divorce record forms of 
District of Colmnbi.a, all with cemralfiles0frec0rds. In the each State sampled from central files. All the forms 
nine StatesandNew YorkCitywbichdldnot have central files had space for data on the month of marriage or divorce 
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FIGURE 7-l 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH 
(dt.*=) 
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APPLICATION FOR MARRIAGE LICENSE GROOM 
I. “ME *. (““St) b. (Miiddk) C. (IA.t) 2. DME omnth) WY> otar, 

OF 

and all but one on the place. However, only 30 of the 
marriage forms specified the county in which the mar- 
riage occurred while 37 specified the city or town. Minne- 
sota and Missouri had neither of these items on their 
forms, but Missouri provided space for reporting place of 
marriage. Items to be coded for divorces were found on 
State record forms with only a few exceptions-Kansas 
secured no data on residence of husband andwife: Nebraska 
and Virginia, no data on number of times parties to the 
divorce had been married; and Ohio, none on race or 
color. For marriages, estimates of civil and religious 
ceremonies were made chiefly by distinguishing between 
officiants who were clergymen and those who were civil 
officials. Kese data were not requested on the forms of 

Ohio and Kentucky (though often available from Kentucky 
since the name of the person performing the ceremony 
was given). This variable was not tabulated for areas out- 
side the MRA. Among items of data about the bride and 
groom, age at marriage or date of birth and State of 
residence were available from the record forms of all 
States with central files. Some data about the marital 
history of the bride and groom were available from all 
MRA States. However, the record forms of Ohio and 
Michigan included only information about number of pre- 
vious marriages of each person and not about marital 
status before marriage. On the other hand, the number of 
this marriage did not appear on the forms of four MRA 
States (Idaho, Kansas, Maryland, and Oregon). Despitethese 
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FIGURE 7-Z 
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variations in the records, marriage order (first marriage 
or remarriage) could be determined for all MRA States. 
Among central file States, no items related to marital 
history were found in the record forms of Arkansas, 
Minnesota, South Carolina, and West Virginia. 

DESIGN OF THE SAMPLES 

Information about the structure of the samples is shown 
in table 7-7 and maps of the reporting areas in each of the 
two samples in figures 7-3 and 7-4. 

The marriage sample was designed to yield estimates of 
area totals as well as frequency distributions and esti- 
mates of their parameters. These estimates were to be 
made for the United States, for each of the four regions, 
for the marriage-registration area, and for each State in 
the registration area. 

Several additional items of information are found on 
the marriage and the divorce forms of a number of States. 
These include birthplace, occupation, residential address, 
and last grade of school completed. A few marriage forms 
include one or two items of demographic information about 
the parents of the bride and the groom. Several divorce 
reporting forms include added data about such legal matters 
as the contesting of the initial action, custody of children, 
aud arrangements for financial support. 

The sampling rate selected for each State was such 
that the resuhing sample would be at least 400 records, 
the number required to secure estimates having less than 
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AREAS PARTICIPATING IN THE MARRIAGE TRANSCRIPT SAMPLE; 
UNITED STATES, 1960 

predesignated maximum sampling errors. Only four dif- counties in the States without adequate files) to be sub- 
ferent sampling rates were designated for the States in sampled for records. Prom a cumulative array of the ex- 
the marriage-registration area-all records, l/10; l/20, petted totals, a random start and successive additions of 
and l/100, the States sampled at the same rate constituted the sampling interval were made. These sampling intervals 
a stratum. While each State’s records were sampled iu- were 2,500 in the Northeast and North Central Regions, 
dependently (i.e., with a randomly selected number desiguat- 
ing the first record to be selected in each sate), in com- 
puting sampling errors, each of the four groups of States 
with a uniform sampling rate was treated as a stratum. 
Sampling errors computed using these four groups as 
strata are likely to be somewhat larger than those that 
might have been computed using each State as a stratum; 
hence the former very probably have an exua safety 
margin as estimates of variation in any statistic arising 
from its being hased only on sample data. 

Primary sampling units outside the marriage-regis- 
tration area were eight States sampled from central files, 
the District of Columbia, and all counties in the other 
States. These units were selected with probabilities pro- 
portionate to size, i.e., the expected annual totals Jf msr- 
riages, expected totals being the totals reported mr 1958. 

The first stage in selecting the sample consisted of a 
selection of the reporting areas (central file States and 

4.000 in the South, and 1,500 in the West. The reporting 
area which iucluded the raudom start in its expected total 
and each added reporting area which included one or more 
of the numbers resulting from successive additions of the 
sampling interval were included iu tie sample. AR the 8 
States with central files aud 25 counties in other States had 
expected rot& equal to or greater thau the first-stage 
sampljpg intervals for their regious. These areas, coming 
into the sample with certainy,’ constituted Stratum 5. 

In the second stage, individual records were sub- 
sampled frmn each’reporting area with a sampling interval 
one-fifth that of the first-stage interval. All counties 
selected with less than cenainty in the first stage were 
included in Stratum 6. Within each of these, a second-stage 
sampling interval for sekction of iudividual records was 
arrived at by dividing the area’s expected total by 10. The 
sampling rates shown for Stratum 6 iu table 7 -7 are overall 
rates. ‘Ihis rate, in each case, is the product of the prob- 
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AREAS PARTICIPATING IN THE DIVORCE TRANSCRIPT SAMPLE: 
UNITED STATES, 1960 

ability (sampling rate) with which the county was selected 
and the probsbility with which records were selected from 
the county’s files. The sampling rates are over twice as 
large in Stratum 6 as the rates in Stratum 5 to offset the 
added sampling error arising because the small counties in 
Stratum 6 were not selected with cerminty. The District 
of Columbia marriage records 0fEicevoluntarilycontributed 
records at the same sampling rate as that in effect in MRA 
States with approximately equal annual totals e*en though 
it did not participate in the MRA. AU areas outside the MRA 
except the District of Columbfa were sampled at rates too 
low for individual State esGmams. In addition the methods 
used in selecting the counties do not insure that they will 
be representative of their States. ?he returns were used 
only to supplement the larger returns B-om MRA States in 
order to make regional and nationwide estimates. 

Sampling procedures in the divorce sample paralleled 
those for the marriage sample except that the sampling 
rates in each stratum were much larger thancorresponding 
rates in the marriage sample. A mfnimum of 400 sample 
records was secured from each State in the DRA. Sampling 
intervals (reciprocals of rates) for first-stage sampling 
of reporting areas outside the DRA were 200 in the North- 

east Region, 400 in the North Central and West, and 800 in 
the South. The entire divorce sample was selected from 18 
States in the DRA, 3 States and the District of Columbia 
sampled from central files and 97 counties selected with 
certainty (Stratum 5). and 189 other counties (Stratum 6). 

COLLECTING AND PROCESSING 
THE SAMPLE DATA 

Agreements specifying procedures for selecting sample 
records and payments to be made by NVSD were arranged 
for each reporting area. Materisls sent to States included 
manuals describing the importance of the special 1960 
samples and defining the items of information needed along 
with instruction sheets describing methods of sample 
selection. The Public Health Service regional represent- 
atives and many State registrars explained the programs 
and secured the cooperation of most of the local county and 
court officials in charge of the records. Complex problems 
arose in assembling the records which were to be sampled. 
In the case of marriages the population consisted of all 
msrriages which had been performed during 1960, but 
several of the files were arranged by date of issue or 
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date of filing of the license; consequently licenses issued 
for marriages solemnized more recently than 1960 and 

some licenses of marriages solemnized in 1959 rather 
than 1960 were sampled. For divorces the population to be 
sampled consisted of all annulments and absolute decrees 
of divorce which became final during 1960. However, court 
files usually include many actions in addition to divorces, 
and if the divorce cases are filed by date of petition, 
they may be found scattered throughout several years’ 
cases. A number of sociologists and other persons familiar 
with local files of records cooperated in securing the samples 
of marriage and divorce records in a number of cotmties.14 

The basic variables tabulated from the returns of 
sample marriage records were month of the marriage 
and, for the bride and groom, age at marriage, color, and 
marital status prior to marriage. Figure 7-S shows the 
form and definitions used in securing the data from sample 
counties. For States in the MRA, the tabulations also 
included county and State of residence of bride and groom 
and number of civil and religious ceremonies. For di- 
vorces, the basic items tabulated were the date and place 
of the marriage, number of children in the family being 
dissolved, and age, color, and number of times married 
for husband and wife. These items are shown and defmed 
in figure 7-6, the form used in securing data from courts 
in sample counties. Legal items showing the identity of 
the plaintiff and the person to whom the decree was granted 
and the legal grounds for the decree were also tabulated. 

FIGURE 7-6 

!EPORTlNG FORM FOR DIVORCE DATA FROM SAMPLE COUNTIE! 
1960 DIVORCE SAMPLE TRANSCRIPT PROGRAM 
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Early in the sequence of procedures, table plans were 
drawn up prescribing the detailed tabulations to be pre- 
pared. After these tabulations were completed and re- 
viewed, however, the final tables shown in Section 2 were 
prepared in much less detail in order to reduce the num- 
ber of published frequencies with large sampling errors. 
Since these data are estimates based on samples which 
were small, especially from non-MRA and non-DRA States, 
several of the tabulations are less detailed than those pre- 
pared from pretabulated reports from the States in 1959 
and preceding years. Because of high proportions of 
missing responses for the personal items on divorce 
records, it is impossible to publish the divorce statistics 
in Section 4 in as great detail as those in Section 2 for 
marriages. In both sections the statistical coverageextends 
to the regions and the Nation, but noticeable sacrifices of 
detail were made in these estimates. 

In the analytical text and tables for marriages (Sections 
1 and 2) a major emphasis is that of comparing age at mar- 
riage variations for the marriage-registration area and 
the United States, as well as for regions and individual 
States. Age at marriage distributions are presented for 
such subpopulations as whites and nonwhites and single, 
widowed, and divorced brides and grooms. These com- 
parisons are made in terms of specific rates, based on 
populations of those areas which reported the necessary 
data, and in terms of percents based only on data re- 
ported. Frequencies with which data were not stated are 
shown in tables 7-13 and 7-14. 

The analytical tables for divorces feature relatively 
complete analyses of variations in durations of the mar- 
riages dissolved and in numbers of childreninvolved. These 
are critical variables-the first as an index of marital 
and family stabiity, the second as part of an estimate of 
the number of persons affected by the dissolutions of these 
marriages. 

ESTIMATING PROCEDURES 

Area totals 

Before data were tabulated and statistics estimated, 
adjustments were made in order to reconcile totals esti- 
mated from samples received with pretabulated counts for 
each reporting area. A description of the compilation of 
totals tabulated iu counties and States along with adjustment 
of these totals and those estimated from ssrnples of 
records follows. 

&famiages.-The total of marriages for the United 
States is based on reported data on marriages or marriage 
licenses as tabulated in counties and States and includes 
estimates for missing counties in two States (Colorado and 
North Carolina) and Incomplete data from three States 
(Arkansas, Missouri, and Texas). The totals for Colorado 
and North Carolina, for which the county figures are based 
on monthly reports of marriage licenses from local clerks, 
include estimates for areas for whichreports had not been 
received for 1 or 2 months. These estimates are made each 
month by assigning to each area for which a report is lack- 
ing the same proportion of the month’s total as the area 
represented in de preceding 11-month period. 

No adjustments were made of totals estimated from 
samples and pretabulated totals for those reporting areas 
in which this pair of totals differed by one sampling in- 
terval or less. 

Arbitrary adjustments were made of each pair of 
totals differing by more than one but not more than two 
sampling intervals. In each of these cases, the weighted 
sample total was adjusted to within one sampling interval 
of the pretabulated total by selecting one sample record at 
random to be tabulated twice if the total estimated from the 
sample was the lesser of the two totals or by selecting one 
sample record at random and excluding it froni the tabu- 
lations if the total estimated &om the sample was the greater 
of the two. Among the MRA States single records were 
selected and excluded for two and selected and duplicated 
for three. Only one exception occurred-in one State two 
records were selected and duplicated at random, since two 
unused licenses discovered at a later date were excluded 
andcouldnot be replaced from the Statefiles. For the MRA, 
the weighted total of records excluded is 30; of records 
added by duplication it is 170. The net addition to the 
weighted total for the MRA is 140. 

Outside the MRA single sample records were selected 
at random and excluded from samples in each of 11 counties; 
single records were selected, and duplicated in each of 3 
central file States and 26 counties. For the States outside 
the MRA the weighted total of records excluded is 4,136; 
the corresponding total of records thus duplicatedis 10,857. 
The net addition to the weighted total for the non-MRA States 
is 6,721. Net increases in total marriages for the United 
States and each region are as follows: 

Increase 

T&&ed States ________-______________ 6,861 

Northeast----------------------------- 10 
Noti Central ---_-____--__-____------- 2,755 
south--------------------------------- 3,450 
West--------------------------------- 646 

Punchcards with all items coded as ‘not stated’! ex- 
cept State and year of marriage were prepared for a 
small number of sample records not received. The weighted 
totals of such marriages are 3,480 in the entire l+RA, none 
in the Northeast or the West Region, 1,105 in the North 
Central, 7,594 in the South, and 8,699 in the entire United 
States. 

Divorces.--The total number of divorces and annul- 
ments granted in the United States based on county and 
State tabulations is estimated on the basis of the assumption 
that in each State where estimates were made for non- 
reporting counties (Arkansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, and 
New Mexico) the divorce rate for the nonreporting areas 
was identical with that for the reporting areas of the same 
State. The totals for eight counties iu Indiana and two 
counties in Washington are noted as estimates. These esti- 
mates were made in the State offices. 

Adjustments were made if the pretabulated count for a 
reporting State or county differed from the estimated total 
based on the sample by more than one sample interval used 
for the selection of the sample ln a given area. When it was 
known that the pretabulated rather than the sample total 
was correct, the sample was adjusted; in case of doubt, the 
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estimate based on the sample size was used in preference 
to the pretabulated figure. Totals based on sample esti- 
mates were used in lieu of pretabulated totals for 12 DRA 
States, 2 States reporting Tom central files, and 99 
local areas. .Punch&rds with all items except area and 
year coded as “‘not stated” were added to the sample in 
all cases when the sample was short. A total of 304 cards 
representing 696 events were added to the sample of 2 
DRA States where, as a matter of policy, incomplete di- 
vorce records were not filed by the State vital statistics 
offices; a total of 124 blank cards were added to the samples 
received from 24 local areas. Twenty-eight transcripts 
selected at random were deleted from the samples of 14 
local areas. 

Frequencies 
Estimating procedures of frequencies were essentialIy 

similar for both samples. Frequency distributions were 
estimated first and from these percents, rates, and means 
or medians were computed. Frequencies were estimated 
in two steus: 
1. 

2. 

Each sample case, and all items tabulated for that case, 
was assigned a weight which was the reciprocal of the 
probability with which the case was selected. Thus, if 
a marriage record was selected from a county witb a 
probability of l/500, each item on that record carried 
a weight of 500, whereas if 100 percent of the records 
were processed from an MRA State, each item on each 
such record carried a weight of 1. 
Frequencies were estimated by summing the weights 
instead of tabulating the number of sample cases. Thus, 
each frequency distribution, such as age at marriage 
of fast-married brides, is a sum of the weights of the 
sample cases included. 

It should be noted that, within each regisaation-area 
State, the weights of all sample records are identical. 
However, as shown in table 7-7, the records in adistri- 
bution of all MRA States vary in weights from 1 to 100 and 
of the United States from 1 to 800. Divorce sample records 
for the DRA vary from 1 to 20 and for the United States 
from 1 to 160. Variation between two or more equal sub- 
totals in the relative proportions of cases with various 
weights results in each such subtotal’s having its distinctive 
sampling error. 

Percents and rates 

Percents in the analytical tables were computed using 
data which excluded estimated numbers of not stated cakes. 

All rates appearing in the analytical tables were 
based on populations from the U.S. Bureau of the Census. 
These are populations present in the area on April 1, 
1960, including Armed Forces stationed in the area but 
excluding Armed Forces abroad. In the computation of mar- 
riage rates specific for color, marriage order, and pre- 
vious marital status for the MRA, Ohio and Michigan were 
excluded from both the estimates of marriages and the 
base populations because Ohio did not supply information 
for rates for white and nonwhite persons or rates for single, 
widowed, and divorced persons and Michigan for the latter 
rates _ 

Since age-at- marriage data were available from all 
reporting areas in the sample, none are excluded Ii-om the 

age-specific rates for aB brides and alI grooms. It should 
also be noted that aII data used in the rates were completely 
reportable for the Northeast Region and that data on color 
were completely reportable for the South and dam on mar- 
riage order for the MRA. 

The base popubations usedincomputiug the marriage and 
divorce rams iu the analytical tables are shown in tables 
7-16, 7-17, and 7-18 and tables in Section 5 of Volume I. 

Children involved in divcrces 

The total number of chUdren involved in divorces of 
their parents was emimared from national, regional, and 
State data on divorces and aquulmenm classified by number 
of children reported. The following steps were used for 
each area (Dnited Stares, each region, divorce-registration 
area. and each registration state): 
1. 

2. 

3. 

tie decrees with chilh not stated were distcibuted 
proportionally to those decrees for which number of 
children was repxted. 
For each group of divorces having an equal number of 
children affected by each divorce, the number of such 
children was multiplied by the number of such decrees 
(i.e., the number of decrees reporting one child was 
multiplied by one; the number reporting two children by 
two, and so on, endingwithtbosereportingfive children). 
A corresponding e&matewasmadefor decrees for which 
six or more children were reported. In this category 
the factor 6.7, an estimate of the average number of 
children per decree, was multiplied by the number of 
such decrees. ‘Ibis factor was computed from compa- 
rable data for earlier years, when Sgures were avail- 
able for numbers of children higher than sir. 
The six products obtained in step two were summed to 
secure the estimate of number of children affected by 
divorces for each area. 

SAMPLING ERRORS OF 

THE ESTIMATES 

Each estimate computed from the samples has a 
variability termed its sampling error, since it is not based 
on a complete count of marriages or of divorces occurring 
in 1960. Since all cases in thesesamples were selected with 
known probabiIities, this sampling error can be computed 
for each estimate. Each sampling error &own in tables 
7-8 through 7-12 is the amount wbicb, when added to and 
subtracted from the estimated frequency or percent, gives 
the interval within which the actual quantity being esti- 
mated lies in approximatelytwoontoftbree similar samples. 
For example, the sample estimate of the number of 
wives under 20 years of age at the time of the divorce 
in 1960 is 100,000, which has a sampling error of 2,700, 
the chance is 2/3 that the result of a complete count 
of wives under 20 years at divorce in 1960 wiIl lie be- 
tween 97,300 and 102,700. If one lengthens the interval to 
two sampling errors above and below the estimate (m this 
example, 94.600 to 105,400) me chance of including the 
actual quantity becomes 95/100. 
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The sampling errors (one n) for a range of percents by the use of the formula 
are shown in table 7-8 for the United States and each region. 
As is true generally for estimates of percents, the ratio 
of the sampling error to its estimate (relative sampling 
error) declines as the percents estimated increase. 

Tables 7-9 through 7-12 present the sampling errors 
for arrays of frequencies for the United States and each 
region and for the registration areas and participating 
States. 

It will be observed that marriage frequencies of 1,000 
for the United States have relative sampling errors of 45 
percent and frequencies of 5,000 have relative sampling 
errors of about 20 percent. Since these sampling errors 
aye high-much higher than frequencies of the same 
magnitude for the MRA-it is well to note that figures of 
4,000 or less may be viewed as part of a larger distribution, 
as, for example, age at marriage for widowed females, but 
their value as individual frequencies is doubtful. Their 
chief use in this regard is in indicating that the frequency 
being estimated is likely to be less than some specified 
relatively small figure. For example, the chances are only 
Z.S/lOO.O or less that an estimated 1,000 marriages in the 
United States of brides aged under 15 years could he 
1,900 or more. (Estimate of 1,000 plus 2 sampling errors. 
or 900, equals 1,900.) 

In general the sampling errors for frequencies of 
equal magnitudes are relatively smaller for the divorce than 
for the marriage sample, particularly for the regional 
estimates. Among the regions, estimated figures of 4,OCXl 
or less are most precise for the South. Figures of 5,000 
to 6,000 are equally precise for the South and the West. 
Figures of 7,000 or more are most precise for the West. 
For divorces, estimates for the Northeast have markedly 
greater precision than those of equal magnitude for any 
other region. 

pu is the proportion that the denominator is of the total 

marriages of the State. PX is the proportion the numerator 

is of the State total. sYl is the standard error of the 

denominator, and &I is the standard error of the numer- 

ator. Nis the total number of marriages for the State. Use 
of this equation can be best illustrated by an example. 
Suppose for the State of Alabama that 45 percent of the 
marriages of nonwhite brides i?om the sample fell into the 
age group IS-19 years and we want to approximate the 
standard error of this proportion. Suppose also that the 
estimated number of nonwhite marriages for the entire 
State was 8,000 and the number falling into the 15-19 years 
age group was 3,600. Eight thousand marriages is close to 

25 percent (Py) , and 3,600 is close to 10 percent (P,) of 

the 31,910 U~)marriages in Alabama during 1960. From 
table 7-11 we find for Alabama the standard error fS,ll of 

the 8,000 to be 336 and (.S,l) of the 3,600 to be 234. Sub- 

stituting the preceding values into the formula we obtain 

S,S L.25)2 (234)‘- (.lOI* (336I* 
- .024. 

(.25? (31.910) 

In order to facilitate comparisons of sampling errors 
among registration States with widely varying totals of 
marriages or divorces, the sampling. errors for the regis- 
tration areas and participating States are shown for fte- 
quencies expressed as percents of State or registration 
area totals. The sampling error for the estimated per- 
cent corresponding to each frequency can be estimated 
by dividing the sampling error shown for the frequency 
by the total number of 1960 events reported for the area. 
As an example of the procedures described above for the 
States and registration areas, suppose the number ot non- 
white marriages in California to be 10,500, approximately 
10 percent of the total for the State. The error shown in 
table 7-11 for this frequency is 969. By adding and sub- 
tracting 969 from 10,500, one secures the interval 9,531 to 
11,469; the chances are about 68 out of 100 that the actual 
number of nonwhite marriages is in this interval. In order 
to obtain the sampling error for 10 percent itself, divide 
969 by the State total, 105,352, with a resulting sampling 
error of 0.9 percent. Thus, the chances are about 68 out of 
100 that the actual percent of nonwhite marriages in CaIi- 
forma falls between 9.1 and 10.9. 

Therefore, the chances are about 68 out of 100 that the 
true proportion would be between .426 and .474. 

To determine if two proportions are significantly 
different, divide the difference by the square root of the 
sum of the squares of their standard errors. If the quotient 
of this division is greater than 2, then the probability that 
the difference is due to chance is less than 1 in 20.i5 (The 
figure 2 is the value (rounded) of “Student’s” f, at the 5 
percent level of significance, for the hypothesis that the 
difference between the two estimates is zero, when samples 
are large, 60 or more.) To illustrate, suppose we wish to 
compare the proportion of nonwhite marriages in the 15-19 
age group for the twoStates, Alabama andlouisiana. Assume 
that the proportions were 45 percent with standard error 
.024 for Alabama and 49 percent with standard error .027 
for Louisiana. Division of the difference by the square root 
of the sum of the squares of the standard errors gives us 

L49- -45) 
- 1.1. 

@Yiimiz 

This value is less than 2; therefore the difference between 
the two proportions may well have been due to chance. 

Estimation of the standard error of a proportion in a 
subgroup of a subtotal-say, the proportion of nonwhite 
marriages in the age group 20-24 years-is accomplished 

7-13 
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COMPLETENESS OF THE DATA 

Marriage totals tabulated in counties and States were 
reported to be incomplete for two counties in Arkansas. No 
figures were received from one county in Missouri, from 
five in North Carolina, and from two in Texas. Special sur- 
veys of counties which delayed in reporting were conducted 
by the National Vital Statistics Division, with the permission 
of State officials, in Arkansas, Missouri, and New Mexico. 

Sfmilarily, totals of divorces and annulments were re- 
ported for all counties except 18 in Arkansas, 21 in Kentucky, 
12 parishes in Louisiana, 1 county in Missouri, 3 in New 
Mexico, and 2 in Texas. 

Among the various factors in 1960 data from marriage 
and divorce records which produce nonsampling errors, 
incompleteness of reporting is one of the most important. 
It is the one factor for which detailed and complete esti- 
mates are available. Tables 7-13 and 7-14 for marriages 
and 7-15 for divorces and annulments summarize the in- 
completeness of returns of sample records, of items 
appearing on State record forms, and of data not reported 
on individual sample records. 

An important quality check was introduced to improve 
accuracy of record count. Estimates of the number of rec- 
ords which constituted complete reporting were developed 
for comparing, for each State and county reporting area 
in each sample, the total number of 1960 marriages or 
divorces as estimated from sample records received with 
the annual total as reported for the areas at the end of the 
year. Whenever these two totals differed by more than one 
sample interval (reciprocal of the sampling rate), investi- 
gation to reconcile this difference was undertaken. Jn most 
instances this involved querying county or State officials, 
but in several cases it was found thatsome records such as 
unused marriage licenses, duplicates, divorce decrees 
which were not final, and marriages or divorces which did 
not occur during the data year had been included in tbe 
samples or in the reported totals. This querying was a 
marked aid in improving the accuracy of the pretabulated 
totals and in varying sampling procedures to fit variations 
in local policies, especially in local filing practices. An 
intensive effort was also made to secure samples of ret-. 
ords from those counties which delayed reporting, as well 
as from counties in a few States which delayed sending 
records to the offices of the State registrars. The services 
of 32 social scientists and 13 other persons famfliar with 
local registration practices were secured to arrange for 
the sampling or to sample the files of records according 
to NVSD specifications. In most instances these persons 
also secured or checked annual totals of the records being 
sampled. 

Tbe final outcome was totals of marriages anddivorces 
more thoroughly checked than those used when only pre- 
tabulated data were secured. In terms of these totals it is 
estimated that marriage records were not received for 0.6 
percent of all marriages for the Nation, 0.4 percent for the 
MRA, 0.3 percent for the North Central Region, 1.4 percent 
for the South, and only trivial amounts for the other two 
regions (table 7-13). Among the States in the sample, the 
largest proportion of records not secured was in Kentucky, 

where an estimated 13 percent of all records werenot 
received. No records were secured from 1 of the 94 
counties in the marriage sample. Corresponding percents 
of area totals for divorces are 1.9 for the United States, 
0.7 for the DRA, and 3.6, 0.7, 2.1, and 2.5 for the North- 
east, North Central, South, and West Regions, respectively. 
No records were secured from 7 of the 289 counties in 
the divorce sample. 

Principal sources of incompleteness differed for the 
two samples. For marriages, the lack of an item on the 
record forms of a few reporting areas was the chief source 
of incompleteness. Thus, for the United States, the fact 
that the item color of bride and groom was not on the 
record forms of States and counties accounted for an esti- 
mated 200,806 marriages with color not stated, 13 per- 
cent of the national total, whereas the noncompletion of 
this item on forms on which race or color was included 
accounted for only about one-fourth as many not stated 
responses. For the MRA, the lack of this item in Ohio with 
68,000 marriages with color not stated accountedfor almost 
8 percent of the MRA marriage total, whereas incomplete- 
ness of this item on records of all 32 other registration 
States accounted for less than one-fifth as many not stated 
responses. Analysis of the data on items not stated shows 
parallel situations for the reporting of marriage order, 
previous marital status, and type of ceremony. The not 
stated cases are concentrated in particular regions-in the 
case of color in the North Central, where 35 percent of the 
regional total is found in areas not reporting color on any 
of their records; in the caseofmarriageorder and previous 
marital status in the South, where 17 percent of the regional 
total is found in areas not reporting these items. 

Responses to most of these items are relatively com- 
plete in areas where they are requested on the marriage 
record forms, and the items to be requested on the record 
forms of each reporting area should be standardized. 

The principal source of incompleteness in the 1960 
divorce statistics arises from failure to secure key items 
of personal and demographic data in several States even in 
cases where these items appear on the record forms. The 
proportion of records not stating age at decree varies 
among the 18 DRA States from less than 1 to 97 percent; 
for race or color the corresponding range is from 0 to 
77 percent; for marriage order the analogous range among 
DRA States having this item is from less than 1 to 97 
percent; for duration of marriage the range, aside from 
records not received for Maryland and Utah, is 0 to 17 
percent; and for number of children the range, excluding 
States with many records outstanding, is from less than 1 
to 28 percent. 

For the United States, an estimated 7,630 divorce and 
annulment records (of a total of 393,000) were not re- 
ceived in the National Vital Statistics Division. By region, 
1,417 of these were in the Northeast, 700 in theNorth 
Central, 3,152 in the South, and 2361 in the West. For 
the divorce-registration area, collections of sample tran- 
scripts were incomplete in two States. Samples were not 
received for 110 divorce records in Maryland and 586 in 
Utah; hence, the total of such divorces for the DRA was 
only 696 of the 94,074 divorces granted in 1960. 
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IMPROVEMENTS IN REGISTRATION 
AND STATISTICAL PROCEDURES 

The tests of completeness applied to the data were 
much more detailed and exacting than any ever applied, so 
far as is known, to marriage and divorce statistics in the 
past. Over the approximately 5-year course of planning 
these sampling procedures and collecting and processing 
these data, many improvements have occurred in regis- 
tration and statistical procedures. These improvements 
have been formulated and carried out in all of the various 
groups involved-judges, attorneys, and court clerks con- 
cerned with accurate data about divorce; county clerks and 
other local registrars many of whom gathered “ezra” 
data for the marriage records sample; State registrars 
and their staffs whose concern that all records be collected 
resulted in an unusually complete picture of the incomplete- 
ness of reporting of the statistical items; and Federal spe- 
cialists in vital statistics who sharpened and clarified con- 
cepts and collecting and processing procedures as well as 
inspecting the data in minute detail for inconsistencies, 
ambiguities, and errors. Specific gains are as follows: 

1. 

2. 

Statistical estimates 

Marriage statistics for the United States and the four 
regions have not been published previously except for the 
monthly and annual totals. These new statistics include 
month of marriage and age at marriage and, with less 
completeness, as previously noted, marriage order, 
previous marital status, and color. Similar gains were 
achieved for divorce statistics, except that these gains 
were chiefly confined to items on which information is 
usually secured during legal proceedings-duration of 
marriage, number of children affected by divorce, and 
date and place of the marriage ending in divorce. 

Uniformity in definitions of concepts and in coding pro- 
cedures 

Several specific advances were made in both marriage 
and divorce statistics. For esample: date of birth was 
used to compute age for all areas reporting this date; 
designations of race or color groups were uniform; 
ambiguities in coding counties of residence were noted 
and subsequently evaluated, particularly for States re- 
porting only city or town and not county; when coding 
of occupations of grooms by Bureau of the Census pro- 
cedures indicated that substantial proportions of the 

3. 

4. 

responses were incomplete, the coding was stopped. In 
addition, awareness of needs for more careful studies 
of comparability in the items on divorce records “number 
of children” and “grounds for decree” increased. 

Checks on consistency of totals and on completeness of 
item reporting 

A major shortage was found in the number of marriage 
records submitted to one State office by a number of 
local offices; the extent to which duplicate marriage 
records were being received in another State office was 
more exactly estimated when checking consistency of 
totals; minor discrepancies were found in totals for more 
than a third of the reporting areas in the marriage 
sample. 

Major shortages in reporting of divorce records by 
local officials were found intwo States; several instances 
were found in which local courts or State offices included 
decrees of separation or other limited decrees in addition 
to the absolute decrees and annulments which were being 
sampled; several files not organized to yield accurate 
counts by data year were identified. 

Incompleteness of reporting of items on marriage 
records was due chiefly to lack of uniformity in kinds 
of information requested on several record forms; in- 
completeness of information on divorce records arose 
mainly from failure to report personal and demographic 
data. 

Information about registration 

In brief, information consisted of (a) more detailed 
descriptions of several State and local registration 
problems, (b) procedures which resulted in delays in 
reporting, and (c) variations in the items on the forms 
and in completeness of item reporting. 

SYMBOLS USED IN TABLES 

Class or item not applicable------------------------ . . . 
oata not available __________----------------------- --- 
Quantity zero in frequency tables------------------- - 
Quantity zero in rate or percent tables-------------- 0 
Rate or percent more than 0 but less than O-05------ 0.0 
Both frequency and population base zero in rate or 

percent tables----------------------------------- - 
Figures within parentheses not included in totals----- ( ) 
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Table 7-1. Sources of Marriage and Divorce Data: United States, 1867-1960 

i 
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Table 7-2. Marriage Statist& Fkblished in Annual Reports of the National Vital Statistics Division and 
Number of States Reporting Specified Items: 1940 and 1948-60 
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Table 7-3. Divorce and Annulment Statistics Published in Annual Reports of the National Vital 
Statistics Division and Number of States Reporting Specified Items: 1949-60 

d 

Table 7-4. Growth of the Marriage- and Divorce-Registration Areas: United States, 1957-60 
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Table 7-5. Selected Items of Statistical Information on Marriage Records of States Sampled From 
Central Files: 1960 

wcbim I x I x I x I x I x I Ix Ix Ix 

xew nams- I x Ix I x I x I II lx I x Ix Ix 

Cal0 I x I x I I I x I I x I I x 

mode IElena I x I (‘1 I x I x I I I x I x I x I x 
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Table 7-6. Selected Items of Statistical Information on Divorce or Annulment Records of States 
Sampled From Central Files: 1960 
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Table 7-7. Marriage and Divorce Samples-Number of Primary !ihnpling Areas, SampIing Rates, 
Number of Sample Records, and Estimated Number of Events, by Sample .Slratar United 
States, 1960 

(Reiers mlh to events occurrir,z *it&n a .DL?Cuia.3 ared 

strntlnn L.--L.-..-.--...----------- 
stlam z-------.-------.-.-------- 
stl;ltmn ~------.----.---.-.------ 
stmtvm ~---..--.----..--.---------- 
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. . . 
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. . . 
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3.0 . . . 
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Table 7-8. Marriage and Divorce Samples- Table 7-10. Divorce Sample-Sampling Error of 
Sampling Errors in Percentage Points for Estimated Frequency: United States and Each 
Es&at4 of Specified Percentages of Area Region, 1960 
Totak United States and Each Region, 1960 (&timates have distla”tiOns ois 

of cases from each strahlm. 

TabIe 7-9. Maniage Sample-Sampling Error of 
Estimated Frequency: United States and Each 
Region, 1960 
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Table 7-U. Marriage Sample-Sampling Error of Estimated Frequency Expressed as Percentage of Area 
Total: Marriage-Registration Area and Each Registration State, 1960 

(Estimates for the entire MBA have distritluti- Of sampling errors generatedby changes In contributions Of cases from each stratum. mar sampling errora in this table for the 
entire MYRA. it is assumed that these contributions are proportionate to StPatum **Is. Figures for Alas!+ Delaware, Vermont, and Wyoming have no sampling errors be- 

- 

T 
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Table 7-13. Number of Marriages “Not Stated” for Swcified Characteristics According to Whether 
Item Was Not Reportable or ItemWas Not Completed on Record Form United States, Marriage-Regis- 
iration Area, and Each Region of the United States, 1960 

(ay place Of OEcurrenCe. Based on sample liata. Data not repmtabte nIlen an item was not on the records Of an entire reporting state or eainple county. Data not completed when 

R-t 

1.7 

2.6 

1.8 
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_-- 
-- 

___ 
--- 

--- 
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1.1 

2.6 
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3.3 
3.2 

34 
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_-- 
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-- 
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-_- 
-- -- 

aSe: 
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GramI -__-_--_---- --_- 

color:= 
Bride- _____-__ -__--- ___. 
cJa.zqn ___________ --- ___. 

Marilsge order:= 
--.--,---------.. 

E%,M& lo.4 58,xa 157,514 10.9 59,933 
-- ___ _-- -- --- -_- 

IL 
-- -- --- __- _- ___ 
-_ -- --_ 

PrevlO”S marital status:’ 
Bride----------- 
Drum _________ --_-_--__ 

Ember Of X-As nalaiw:~ 
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Tfpe m cerermy km.l 
or religious): __-_---_-_ 

t T 

Month o* marriage------ 

Day ox we& Of ~----- 

ape: 
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1. 

0. 
0. 

ca1or:~ 
Ell.l& __________ --_-- 
@Ecm‘------------- 

lbnia&e older:= 
mlde------------- 

Previous nsrrtal status:~ BlidB------------------ 
I 
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Table 7-13. Number of Marriages “Not Stated” for Specified Characteristics According to Whether 
Item WasNot Reportable or Item Was Not Completed on Record Form: United States,Marriage-Regis 
tration Area, and Each Region of the United States, MO-Con. 

lrnnlnge onlcz? 
Briac----------------- x33,622 25.0 9z,u* 
brnOrn------------------ l35,525 25.1 se,ur 

- nvvltsl6tc.~~ 
-~------------------- 25.8 92 UI 
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Table 7-14. Number of Marriages “Not Stated” for Specified Characteristics: Each Marriage-Regisbation 
State, Puerto Rico, and Virgin Islands, 1960 

lace Of OCCYlTer,Ce. Based on sample data. Tat stated” includes not reportable and not completed as defined ti table 7-13) 

- 300 
_ - 

ii 

- 420 
16 

_ - 
_ - 
_ - 

20 --- 
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Table 7-15. Number of Divorces and Annulments “Not Stated” for Specified Characteristiics. United 
States, Each Reaion, Divorce-Registration Area, Each Registration State, and Virgin Islands, 1960 

I I , 
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Table 7-17. Unmarried Resident Population 14 Years of Age and Over, by Previous Marital Status, 
Age, Color, and Sex for the Marriage-Registration Area; and by Previous Marital Status and Sex for 
Each Registmtion State: 1960 

(lnCl”&S *!a* ana mwaii. Basea on a 2%percent sample en”merated as Of **La 1,1960. Figures include members Of the Armed FOmeS stationed in each registratio” state 
and exc,“de members Of the Armed Farces stationed abmad. Figures are bases for computing rates Shwm in tables 1-Y and I-P, section 1. Populations by color for tie 
MRA rrrlud2 those ku- Ohio beCms2 the CoLor item was not OR the marriage record Of this state, 
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SECTION 8. SUBJECT INDEX 

The various subjects covered in the text portions of Volume III and the principal 
variables of the tables and charts are listed in this index in three major groups- 
Marriages, Divorces and Annulments, andTechnical Appendix. For a comprehensive 
listing of the contents of the individual tables, the reader is referred to the “Guides 
to Tables” for Sections 1 through 7. These guides show the specific variables 
covered in each table, the geographic coverage, and the rype of entry (frequencies, 
rates, ratios, percentages). Specific cross-classifications are not shown in the 
“Guides to Tables.” 

The page numbers of the volumes are two-part numbers separated by hyphens; 
the first part refers to the section and the second refers to the page within the 
section; for example, l-15 means page 15 of Section 1. 

MARRIAGES 

AGE AT MARRIAGE 
By age of partner, 1-5, l-13. l-18 
By color, 1-5, l-13. l-15f., 1-17 
By marriage order, 1-5, 1-13, l-15f.. I-17, 1-18 
By month of marriage, l-10 
By previous marital status, 1-6, I-17f.; fig. 1-8 
By resident: status, l-5, I-llf. 
By type of ceremony (civil or religious), l-6, l-18 
First marriages, 1-5, 1-9, l-13, l-15f., 1-18; fig. l-3 
Frequency distribution, 1-13; see guide to Section 2 
Mean age, 1-5, l-13 
Median age, 1-5, 1-13 
Percentage distribution, I-5, l-9, l-10, l-11, I-13; fig. 

l-3: see guide to Section 1 
Races, 1-5, l-13ff.; figs. 1-7 and 1-8; see guide co 

Section 1 
Trends, 1-5, I-6f., I-8f., l-10 

COLOR 
Age at marriage by, l-5, 1-13, l-15f., 1-17 
Availability of data, l-6, 1-17 
Completeness of reporting, 1-6, 1-17 
Frequency distribution, l-12f., l-17f.; see guide to 

Section 2 
Marriage order by, l-5, l-10, l-13. l-15f. 
Modal age groups by, 1-17 
Month of marriage by, l-10 
Percentage distribution, see guide to Section 1 
Previous marital status by, I-15f., I-17f. 
Rates, l-5, l-15f., I-17; see guide to Section 1 
Remarriages by, 1-5, l-10, 1-13, l-16f. 

DIVORCED, see also Previous marital status 
Age at remarriage, l-5f., l-16, 1-17, l-18; fig. 1-8 
Color, 1-5, l-16, 1-17, l-18 
Modal age atremarriage, 1-17 
Percentage distribution, 1-18; see guide to Section 1 
Rates of remarriage, l-5, 1-16, 1-17: fig. l-8; see 

guide to Sectlon 1 

FIRST MARRIAGES, see also Marriage order, Previous 
marital status, and Single 

Age at, 1-5, I-13, I-18; fig. l-3 
Color, l-5, l-10. l-15ff. 
Mean and median and modal age at, l-5,1-9, 1-13 
Percentage distribution, 1-5, l-9, l-10, l-11, I-13; 

figs. l-3, I-4, and l-6; see guide to Section 1 
Rates, l-5, I-15f. 
Trends, l-9; fig. l-3 

MARRIAGE ORDER 
Availabiity of data, 1-6 
By age, 1-5, I-11, I-13, l-17. 1-18 
By color, 1-5, l-10, 1-16, I-17, l-18 
By month of marriage, l-5, l-10; fig. l-4. 
By resident status, l-5, 1-11 
By type of ceremony, l-6, l-18f. 
Completeness of reporting, l-6 
Frequency distribution, see guide to Section 2 
Percentage distribution. l-11, l-13; figs. 1-4 and 1-6; 

see guide to Section 1 
Rates, l-5, I-13f., 1-15, I-18; see guide to Section 1 
Trends, 1-5, l-7, l-9 

MONTH OF MARRIAGE 
Demographic characteristics, l-10 

By age, l-10 
By color, I-10 
Marriage order, l-5, l-10; fig. l-4 

Rates by, 1-7, l-10: fig. l-2 
Seasonal variation, 1-7, l-10; fig. 1-2 
Totals, l-5, l-10 

NUMBER OF THIS MARRIAGE 
Frequency distribution, l-18; see guide to Section 2 
Percentage distribution, l-6, l-18; see guide toSection 

8-3 
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PREVIOUS MARITAL STATUS 
Availability of data, 1-6 
By age, l-5f., l-15ff., 1-18 
By color, l-14ff., l-17f. 
By previous marital status of partner, l-17f. 
Completeness of reporting, 1-6, 1-17 
Frequency distribution, I-17; see guide to Section 2 
Modal age, 1-17 
Rates, l-5, l-15f.; fig. l-8 

PUERTO RICO 
Marriages 

By age, tables 6-6 through 6-9 
By day of week, table 6-4 
By marriage order, table 6-6 
By month, table 6-3 
By number of this marriage, table 6-11 
By previous marital status, tables 6-9 and 6-10 
By resident status, table 6-5 
First marriages, table 6-8 
Geographic classification, 6-2 
Race and color, 6-2 
Rates, table 6-l 
Sample data, 6-2 

REMARRIAGES, see also Marriage order 
Age at, l-11, l-16f. 
Color, l-5, l-10, 1-16, 1-17 
Modal age at, 1-17 
Percentage distribution, l-5f.. 1-9, l-10, l-11, 1-18f.; 

figs. l-4 and l-6 
Previous marital status at, l-16f. 
RateS, 1-5, l-16f. 
Trends, l-9 

RESIDENT STATUS 
Allocating county of residence-problems, 1-11 
By age, 1-5, l-11 
By marriage order, l-5, l-11 
By resident status of partner, l-5, l-11 
Frequency distribution, l-11 
In county of marriage. 1-5, l-11 
In State of marriage, 1-5, l-11; fig. l-5 
Percentage distribution. 1-5, 1-llf.; fig. 1-5; see guide 

to Section 1 

SINGLE, see also First marriages, Marriage order, and 
Previous marital statos 

Age at marriage, l-5f., l-15f., 1-17; fig. l-8 
Color, l-15f., 1-17 
Modal age l-5f., 1-17 
Percentage distribution, 1-18; see guide to Section 1 
Rates, 1-15, 1-17; fig. l-8; see guide to Section 1 

SOURCES OF DATA, l-6 

TRENDS 
Age at f&St marriage, 1-5, 1-9; fig. l-3 
By age, l-5, l-9 
Annual rates, l-6f.; fig. l-l 
Annual totals, l-7, l-10 
Cycle-trends (component of time series), l-10; fig. l-2 
Marriage order, 1-5, 1-7, l-9 
Median age, l-5, l-9 
Monthly rates 

By color, l-10 
Seasonally adjusted, 1-7, l-10; fig. l-2 

Monthly totals, 1-5, l-7, l-10 

TYPE OF CEREMONY (civil or religious) 
Availability of data, 1-18 
By age at marriage, 1-18 
By marriage order, 1-6, 1-18, l-19 
Completeness of reporting, 1-18 
Percentage distribution, 1-6, l-18, l-19 
Religious ceremony by denomination (Catholic, Jewish, 

Protestant, other), 1-18, 1-19 

VIRGIN ISLANDS 
Marriages 

By age, tables 6-6 through 6-9 
By day of week, table 6-4 
By marriage order, table 6-6 
By month, table 6-3 
By nmnbex of this marriage, table 6-11 
By previous marital status, tables 6-9 and 6-10 
By resident status, table 6-5 
First marriages, table 6-8 
Geographic classification, 6-2 
Race and coIor, 6-2 
Rates, table 6-l 
Sample data. 6-2 

WIDOWED, see also Previous marital status 
Age, l-6, 1-16, 1-17; fig. 1-8 
Color, 1-16, 1-17 
Modal age, l-6, 1-17 
Percentage distribution, 1-18; see guide to Section 1 
Rates, l-5, 1-16, 1-17; fig. l-8; see guide to Section 1 
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DIVORCES AND ANNULMENTS 

8-5 

AGE 
At divorce, 3-6f.; table 4-3 

Availability of data, 3-7 
Distribution of divorced persons compared with dis- 

tribution of married population, 3-6f. 
DRA, 3-6f. 
Frequency distribution, 3-6f. 
Median age, 3-7; table 3-D 

DRA, 3-7 
Registration States, 3-7 

Modal age, 3-6 
Of husband, 3-6f.; table 4-3 
Of wife, 3-6f; table 4-3 
Rates, 3-7 . 
Registration States, 3-6f. 

At marriage, 3-7; table 4-4 
And probability of divorce, 3-7 
Availabili~ of divorce, 3-7 
DRA, 3-7; table 4-4 
Median age, 3-7; table 3-D 

DRA. 3-7 
Registration States. 3-7 

Modal age, 3-7 
Of husband, 3-6f.: table 4-4 
Of wife, 3-6f.; table 4-4 
Over-represented age groups, 3-7 
Registration States, 3-7; table 4-4 
Underrepresented age groups, 3-7 

ANNULMENTS. 3-5; table 3-C 

CHILDREN REPORTED IN DIVORCE CASES 
Availability of data, 3-11 
Definitions of children, 3-13; table 3-G 
Median duration of marriage by, 3-9f.; tables 3-F and 

4-9 
National data, 3-llf.; tables 3-f tbrough 3-G, 3-J, 4-8, 

and 
Number of, per divorce (U.S., regions, States), 3-13f. 
Percentage distribution, 3-llff.; table 3-G 

Childless couples, 3-12f. 
Couples reporting children, 3-llff. 
Distribution of all married couples by number of, 3-12f. 
Distribution of divorced couples by number of, 3-llff. 
Regions, 3-12f.; table 3-G 
Registration States, 3-12; table 3-G 
United States, 3-13; table 3-G 

Rate of children per divorce, 3-13 
Ratio of children per divorce, 3-13f.; tables 3-H and 3-J 
Total number of, 3-9, 3-13f. 
Trends, 3-13 

COLORORRACE 
Availability of information on, 3-8 
DRA, 3-7f. 
Interracial divorces, 3-8 
Number of divorces by, 3-8 
Of husband, 3-7f.; table 4-5 
Of wife, 3-7f.; table 4-5 

COLOR OR RACE-Con. 
Percentage distribution by, 3-7f. 
Rates by, 3-8 
Registration States, 3-7f. 
Relationship between color and divorce, 3-8 

DURATION OF MARRIAGE AT TIME OF DECREE 
Availability of data, 3-9 
DRA, 3-9f. 
Legal grounds for decree, duration by, 3-10 
Legal procedures, 3-10 
Median duration, 3-9f.; fig. 3-5; tables 3-F and4-9 

By legal grounds, 3-10 
’ By plaintiff, 3-9 

By region, 3-9 
By State, 3-9 

Modal duration, 3-9 
National and regional statistics, 3-9f.; figs. 3-4 and 3-5; 

tables 3-E and 4-7 
Number of children, duration by, 3-9f.; tables 4-9 and 

3-F 
Percentage distribution, 3-9 
Plaintiff, duration by, 3-9; 3-14f.; table 4-12 
Regions, 3-9f.; fig. 3-5; tables 3-E and 3-F 
Registration States, 3-9f.; table 4-12 
Single years of, 3-9 
State divorce laws, 3-10 
Unpublished data, 3-10 

LEGALGROUNDSFORDECREE 
Adultery, 3-14 
Coding procedures, 3-14 
Cruelty, 3-14 
Definitions, 3-14; table 4-10 
Desertion, 3-14 
Incompatibility, 3 - 14 
Legal grounds and underlying cause, 3-14; table 4-10 
Nonsupport, 3-14 
Other grounds, 3-14 
Percentage distribution, 3-14 
Registration States, 3-14 
Separation; 3-14 

MARRIAGE ENDED BY DIVORCE 
Month marriage performed, 3-1Of. 

Number of divorces by, 3-11 
Peak month, 3-11 
Percentage distribution, 3-11 
Regions, 3-11 
Seasonal distribution compared with that of all mar- 

riages performed, 3-llf. 
States, 3-11 
United States, 3-11 

Place marriage performed 
DRA, 3-11; fig. 3-6 
Migration for the purpose of obtaining divorce, 3-11 
National data, 3-11; table 4-1 
Regions, 3-11 
States, 3-11 

” 
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MARRIAGE ORDER 
Availability of data, 3-8 
Comparison with preceding years, 3-8 
DRA, 3-8; table 4-6 
First marriages, 3-8 
Of husband, 3-8 
Of wife, 3-8 
Percentage distribution, 3-8 
Registration States, 3-8 
Remarriages, 3-8 
Regional pattern, 3-8 

PARTY TO WHOM DECREE GRANTED 
DRA, 3-14f. 
Granted to husband and wife jointly, 3-15 
Husband plaintiff, 3-14f.; table 4-11 
Other party, 3-15 
Percentage distribution, 3-14f. 
Registration States, 3-15 
Wife plaintiff, 3-14f.; table 4-11 

PLAINTIFF, see also Party to whom decree granted 
Distribution by, 3-4 
Residence of, 3-8 

PUERTO RICO 
Divorces 

By county, table 6-2 
Frequencies, table 6-2 
Geographic classification, 6-2 
Race and color, 6-2 
Rates, table 6-1 
Sample data, 6-2 

RATES 
By region, 3-4f.; table 3-B; fig. 3-3 
By State and D.C., 3-5; table 3-B 
Crude, 3-4 
Per 1,000 married females, 3-4; table 3-6; fig. 3-2 

RESIDENCE OF DEFENDANT 
Availability of data, 3-8 
By residence of plaintiff, 3-8 
DRA, 3-8; table 4-2 
Husband defendant, 3-8f. 

RESIDENT OF DEFENDENT-Con. 
Percentage distribution, 3-8f. 

Residence in the region, 3-9 
Residence in the State, 3-8 
Residence out of region, 3-9 

State differences, 3-9 
Wife defendant, 3-8f. 

SOURCES OF DATA, 3-3 

TOTALS 
Completeness of data, table 5-l 
County, table 5-l 
National, 3-4f.; tables 3-B and 5-l 
Number of children involved, 3-13f.; table 3-J 
Regional, 3-4f. 
State, 3-5f.; table 3-C 

TREND 
Divorce rates, 3-4; table 3-A; fig. 3-2 
Divorce totals, 3-4; table 3-A 
Of number of children involved in divorce cases, 3-13 

VIRGIN ISLANDS 
Divorces 

By age at time of decree, table 6-13 
By age at time of marriage, table 6-13 
By color, table 6-13 
By county, table 6-2 
By duration of marriage, tables 6-12: 6-15, and 6-17 
By legal grounds, table 6-12 
By marriage order at time of decree, table 6-13 
By number of children under 18 years of age, tables 

6-12 and 6-15 
By party to whom decree granted, table 6-16 
By place where marriage performed, table 6-12 
By plaintiff, tables 6-16 and 6-17 
By resident status, table 6-14 
By specified characteristics, tables 6-12 and 6-13 
Frequencies, table 6-2 ’ 
Geographic classification, 6-2 
Race and color, 6-2 
Rates, table 6-l 
Sample data, 6-2 
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TECHNICAL APPENDIX 

COMPLETENESS OF THE DATA 
county totals, 7-4,7-s, 7-11.7-14 
Estimating procedures, 7-11.7-14 
Items and variables, 7-3, 7-4, 7-14,7-15 

Age at decree (divorce), 7-14 
Age at marriage, 7-4 
Children in divorce, 7-4. 7-14 
Color, 7-14 
Date and place of marriage ended by divorce, 7-4 
Duration of marriage to divorce, 7-14 
Legal grounds for decree, 7-4 
Marriage ceremony (civil or religious), 7-14 
Marriage order, 7-14 
Month of marriage, 7-4 
Occupation, 7-15 
Person granted decree, 7-4 
Previous marital status, 7-14 

Nonsampling error, 7-14 
Sources of incompleteness 

Divorce data, 7-14 
Marriage data, 7-14 

Tables 7-2,7-3, and 7-13 through 7-15 on, 

DATA COLLECTION 
Delayed reports, 7-14 
Filing arrangements. 7-9f. 
Historical, 7-3ff.; tables 7-l and 7-4 
Instruction materials, 7-9; figs. 7-5 and 7-6 
Populations sampled, 7-9f. 
Problems in, 7-9f. 
Querying, 7-3, 7-14 
Registration procedures, 7-3,7-4, 7-9f., 7-15 
Variables tabulated, 7-10; tables 7-5 and 7-6 

DATA PREPARATION 
Analyses of data, 7-11 
Limitations of small samples, 7-11 
Table plans, 7-11 
Tabulations, 7-10 

ESTJMATING PROCEDURES 
Area totals, 7-3, 7-5, 7-7, 7-11, 7-12 

Adjustment of pretabulated with sample estimates, 
7-3,7-llf. 

Estimates from sample records, 7-11,7-12 
Pretabulated, 7-llf. 

Children involved in divorce, 7-12 
Frequencies, 7-12 
Percents, 7-12 
Rates, 7-12; tables 7-16, 7-17, and 7-18 
Sample records not received, 7-11, 7-12,7-15 
Weights, use of, 7-12 

IMPROVEMENTS RESULTING FROM 1960 PROGRAMS 
Consistency checks in preparation of data, 7-3, 7-15 
Registration problems, information about. 7-15 
Statistical, 7-3.7-15 
Tables 7-2 and 7-3 on, 
Uniformity of concepts and codes, 7-3.7-15 
United States estimates, 7-3,7-15 

SAMPLE DESIGN 
Counties, figs. 7-3 and 7-4 

other, 7-8, 7-9 
Sampled witb certainty, 7-8,7-9 

Minimum sizes of samples, 7-7f. 
Probability, 7-3.7-8, 7-9 
Rates, 7-8, 7-9 
Registration areas, 7-7, 7-8, 7-9; figs. 7-3 and 7-4 
Sampling outside registration areas 

First stage, 7-8 
Second stage, 7-8f. 

States with central files (not in MRA), 7-8, 7-9; figs. 
7-3 and 7-4 

Strata, 7-8, 7-9 
Tables on, 7-7 

SAMPLING ERRORS OF ESTIMATES 
Definition of sampling error, 7-12 
Differences between two estimates, 7-13 
Divorce and marriage compared, 7-13 
Frequencies, 7-12,7-13: tables 7-9 through 7-12 
Percents and proportions, table 7-8 

Of an ares total, 7-13 
Of a subtotal, 7-13 

Regions, 7-13 
Registration area, 7-13 
Small frequencies (limitations and uses of sample 

estimates), 7-11 
States in registration areas, 7-13 
United States, 7-13 

SOURCES OF DATA 
Divorce-registration area, 7-4, 7-5; table 7-4;‘fig. 7-2 

Growth and origin, 7-5 
States participating, 1960, 7-5 

Divorce totals, 1960, table 7-1 
Counties, 7-5 
States, 7-5 

Divorce records, data on 7-5f., 7-7, 7-10; table 7-6; 
fig. 7-6 

Historical Federal reports, 7-3, 7-4; table 7-4; fig. 7-2 
Marriage records, data on, 7-Sf., 7-7, 7-10; table 7-5; 

fig. 7-5 
Marriage-registration area, 7-4.7-5; table 7-4; fig. 7-l 

Growth and origin, 7-5 
States participating, 1960, 7-5 

Marriage totals, 1960, table 7-l 
Counties, 7-5 
States, 7-5 

VARIABLES 
Not stated, tables 7-13 through 7-15 

From records not received, 7-5, 7-llf., 7-14, 7-15 
Not completed on records, 7-14, 7-15 
Not reportable on records, 7-5f., 7-14, 7-15 

States with central files 
Divorce, 7-Sff.; table 7-6 
Marriage, 7-Jff.; table 7-5 

Tabulated for 1960, 7-1M.; tables 7-5 and 7-6 
Trends in &-eporting, 7-4; tables 7-2 and 7-3 
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hide to tables in Section 1 

(All data are for marriages occurring in the United States. ~.ara for geographic areas are by place of occurrence unless otherwise 
noted) 

Geographic area: 
Di"isions------------------ 

Marriage-registration area- 

Registration States-------- 

Reglows-------------------- 

StateB-----------------.---- 

Type of entry: 
Number of marriages-------- 

Marriage rates------------- 

Mea,, and median ages------- 

Percentage distributio 

Characteristics: 

Age at marriage------------ 

Color---------------------- 

Marriage order: 
All marriages----------- 

First marriages--------- 

Remxriages ___-_--.. ----- 

Month marriage was 
pcrfo~=d----------------- 

Number of this marriage---- 

Previous marital e.tab.~us---- 

Resident status------------ 

Specified age of bri& and 
groom at first marriage 
by mean and median age of spo"se-------------------- 

Type of ceremony (civil 
o* religious) ___________-_ 

x x x 

x i 
x x I 

I 

'Total for selected States. 
'United States only. 
3~~riage-regisrration only. 
‘With percent changes from preceding yea?. 
'With and without seasonal adjustment. 
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Guide to tables in Section 2 

Geographic area: 

DivisLons------------------. 

Registration States--------- 

Characteristics: 

5-year age groups-------- 

10-gear age groups------- 

color----------------------- 

Marriage order 
*ll ma~iages------------ 

First marriages---------- 

Month marriage YWB 
performed------------------ 

Number of this marriage----- 

Previms marital scatus----- 

Type of ceremony 
(civil or religiaus)------- 

'six reporting states. 
'For the United States only. 
3For al.1 marriages only. 
'For brides only. 
5For grooms only. 

-19 -20 -21 -22 -23 -24 -25 -26 -27 

-21 -21 -22 -22 -23 -25 -26 -27 -29 
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Guide to tables in Section 3 

(All data are for divorces occurrinn in the United States. Data for geographic areas are by place of 
OCCUrrl2*Ce) 

TABLE: 3 

PAGE: 3 

-A -B 

-16 -17 

Geographic area: 

Divorce-registration are=-----------------------;----- 

Registration States---------------------------------- 

United States---------------------------------------- 

years: 

Type of entry: 

Number of annulments and percent of total divorces 
and -"lments-------------------------------------- 

Number of divorces and annulments-------------------- 

Percentage distribution of divorces and annulments--- 

Rates per 1,000 population---------------------------- 

Rates per 1,000 married females 15 years of age 
an,-, over-------------------------------------------- 

Ratio of children per total decrees------------------ 

Characteristics: 

Duration of marriage at time of divorce-------------- 

Median age (at time of decree and at time of 
marriage)------------------------------------------- 

Number of children involved in divorces-------------- 

'With percent changes from preceding year. 
*Median duration. 

X 

X 

X 

x x 

X 

X 

x' x 

x' x 

X' 
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Guide to tables in Section 4 

(Frequencies only. All data are for diva 
graphic areas are by p 

TABLE: 4 

PAGE: 4 

Geographic area: 

Divorce-registration area-------------- 

Regions--------------------------------- 

Registration States where decrees 
were granted-------------------------- 

United States-------------------------- 

Characteristics: 

Age at the of decree------------------ 

Age at time of marriage---------------- 

Duration of marriage at time 
of divorce---------------------------- 

Legal grounds for decree--------------- 

Marriage order------------------------- 

Number of children reported------------ 

Party to whom decree was granted------- 

Place where marriage was perfomed----- 

Plaintiff------------------------------ 

Resident status of defendent----------- 

es occurring in the United States in 1960. 
.ce of occurrence unless otherwise noted) 

-7 -8 F- 
x x 

I 
XIX 

811 

Data for geo- 
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Guide to tables in Section 6 

(All data are for events occurring in Puerto Rico and the Virg~t~~+ands (U.S.). Data are by place of occurrence wJ.ess otherwise 

TABLE: 6 -1 -2 -3 -4 -5 -6 -7 

PAGE : 6 -3 1 -3 1 -4 1 -4 1 -4 -5 -5 

Geographic area: 

Caney equivalents----------------------- 

Puerto Rico------------------------------ 

Number of divorces and mmlments-------- 

Number af marriages---.------------------ 

Age graupn ________-__-------------------- 

Color------------------------------------ 

Day of week marriage perfomed----------- 

Duration of marrFage at time of divorce-- 

All marriages------------------------- 

First marriages----------------------- 

Month marriage performed----------------- 

Number of children under 18 years 
of age--------------"------------------- 

tier of this marriage------------------ 

party to whom decree was granted--------- 

Place where marriage was performed------- 

Plaintiff-------------------------------- 

previous marital sta.tus------------------ 

&Si&nt Seatus-------------------------- 

‘At rime of decree and at time af marriage. 
‘At time of decree. 
%arriages only. 
4D.fe,,da,,r husband and wife. 

x= 

I I I I I I I I I 

x x x x x x x x x x 

x x x 

x 

X X2 

X2 

I I I 1x1 I Ix/ I 

x x 

I I I I I I I I I 
x x 

I x’ I 
I I I I I I I I I 



SECTION 8 - MARRIAGES AND DIVORCES 

Guide to tables in section 1 

Anmal publication of data, 
brriage, 194040, Divorce, 1949~60)- 

*umber of States re,,orring------------- 

Collectiml Of data, x967-1960---------- 

Growth of marriage-and divorce- 
regisrracion area*:------------------- 

Number of events-------------------- 

Population of the registration 
areds------------------------------ 

Percentage of United states total 

items shown on State 
those shown on 

"Standard Records: 1960----------- 

Marriage items "Not reportable" 
versus "Not cmpleeed ------------- 

Number of 'Woe scat&s" for 
specified cbaracteri.tics----------I 

S~nple characteristics: 
Number of primary sampling areas---- 

Number Of sample records------------ 

Estimated number of everas---------- 

-6 -7 

-20 -21 

x 

X2 

X 

X 

x 

x 

X 

Sampling errors: 
United States and each region---- 

United States and regions----------- 

Marriage-registraei area and 
regiscracion sraees---------------- 

Age groups --------------_----_____ -_ 

Color------------------------------- 

sex--------------------------------- 

Previous marieal status------------- 

- 

8-13 
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