
Excellent Laboratories, Outstanding Health 

•

Clinical Laboratory COVID-19 Response Call 
Monday, July 12, 2021, at 3:00 PM EDT

Welcome
– Jasmine Chaitram, CDC Division of Laboratory Systems (DLS)

• SARS-CoV-2 Variants Update 
– Jessica Chen, CDC Laboratory and Testing Task Force for the COVID-19 

Response
• Taking Back Control from COVID-19: ASU’s Response

– Mara Aspinall and Nate Wade, Arizona State University
• FDA Update

– Tim Stenzel, U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA)
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Excellent Laboratories, Outstanding Health 

CDC Preparedness Portal 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/csels/dls/preparedlabs/covid-19-clinical-calls.html

Find CLCR call information, 
transcripts, and audio recordings on
the CDC Preparedness Portal
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Schedule for Clinical Laboratory COVID-19 Response Calls

The next call will be on Monday, July 26 from 
3:00 PM to 4:00 PM EDT 26

JULY
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Excellent Laboratories, Outstanding Health 

We Want to Hear from You!

Training and Workforce Development 

Questions about education and training? 
Contact LabTrainingNeeds@cdc.gov

Division of Laboratory Systems 4
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How to Ask a Question

Using the Zoom Webinar System
– Click the Q&A button in the Zoom webinar system
– Type your question in the Q&A box and submit it
– Please do not submit a question using the chat button

 For media questions, please contact CDC Media Relations at media@cdc.gov
 If you are a patient, please direct any questions to your healthcare provider

5

mailto:media@cdc.gov


Excellent Laboratories, Outstanding Health Excellent Laboratories, Outstanding Health 

Slide decks may contain presentation material from panelists who 
are not affiliated with CDC. Presentation content from external 
panelists may not necessarily reflect CDC’s official position on the 
topic(s) covered.
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Variants Update

Jessica Chen, PhD
7/12/2021

cdc.gov/coronavirus



88

National Prevalence of SARS-CoV-2 Variants
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Specimen Collection Date, 2-weeks ending

Other

B.1.1.7

P.1

B.1.617.2

B.1.526

6/19/21

95%CI

Lineage Type %Total
Most B.1.1.7 Alpha VOC 44.2% 39.8-48.8%
common B.1.617.2 Delta VOC 30.4% 24.1-37.7%
lineages # P.1 Gamma VOC 9.9% 7.6-13.0%

B.1.526 Iota VOI 5.5% 4.3-6.9%
B.1 2.2% 1.4-3.5%
B.1.1.519 0.2% 0.1-0.4%

†B.1.2 0.0% 0.0-0.1%
Additional B.1.351 Beta VOC 0.2% 0.1-0.5%
VOI/VOC B.1.429 Epsilon VOI 0.1% 0.0-0.4%
lineages # B.1.525 Eta † VOI 0.1% 0.0-0.4%

B.1.427 Epsilon VOI 0.1% 0.0-0.3%
B.1.617.1 Kappa † VOI 0.0% 0.0-0.1%
B.1.617.3 † VOI 0.0% NA
P.2 Zeta † VOI 0.0% NA

Other* Other 6.9% 5.3-8.9%

* “Other” represents >200 additional lineages, which are each 
circulating at <1% of total viruses
† Fewer than 10 observations of this variant during the selected 
time/location context
# Sublineages of P.1 (P.1.1, P.1.2) and B.1.351 (B.1.351.1, 
B.1.351.2, B.1.351.3) are aggregated with the parental lineage

Variant of Concern: Evidence of increased transmissibility, more severe disease (hospitalizations or mortality), reduced therapeutic effectiveness, significant reduction in neutralization (convalescent or vaccinee sera), 
diagnostic impact, assessed to be VOC by WHO/WHO SARS-CoV-2 Virus Evolution Working Group 
Variant of Interest: Studies predict increase in transmissibility or specific genetic markers that may affect virus receptor binding, neutralization, or therapeutic efficacy

 Weighted proportions for 
6/6/21 – 6/19/21
 WHO names added last week

 ↓ B.1.1.7 (Alpha) decreased 
from 60.0% to 44.2%
 ↑ B.1.617.2 (Delta) increased 

from 10.0% to 30.4%
 ↓ P.1 (Gamma) decreased 

from 11.0% to 9.9%
 ↓ B.1.526 (Iota) decreased 

from 9.5% to 5.5%
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Regional Prevalence of SARS-CoV-2 Variants
 B.1.617.2 (Delta)

• >30% in Regions 2 & 6-9
• 72.0% in Region 7
• 56.7% in Region 8

 B.1.1.7 (Alpha) >50% only
in Regions 3, 5, 10
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© 2021 Mapbox © OpenStreetMap
Updated July 6, 2021

United States: 6/6/2021 – 6/19/2021

Regional proportions from specimens
collected the two weeks ending
6/19/2021.

US Territories not shown are included in
HHS regions:
PR, VI - Region 2
AS, FM, GU, MH, MP, PW - Region 9

© Mapbox © OSM
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National Nowcast Estimates SARS-CoV-2 
Lineages

NOWCAST U.S. 6/20/2021 – 7/3/2021

Pe
rc

en
t o

f V
ira

l L
in

ea
ge

s

Specimen Collection Date, 2-weeks ending

* Other represents >200 additional lineages, which are each circulating 
at <1% of total viruses
** These data include Nowcast estimates, which are modeled 
projections that may differ from weighted estimates generated at later 
dates
# Sublineages of P.1 (P.1.1, P.1.2) and B.1.351 (B.1.351.1, B.1.351.2, 
B.1.351.3) are aggregated with the parental lineage. AY.1 and AY.2 are 
aggregated with B.1.617.2
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U.S. 3/28/2021 – 7/3/2021

Lineage Type %Total
95%PI

Most
common
lineages #

B.1.617.2 Delta VOC 51.7% 46.3-57.0%
B.1.1.7 Alpha VOC 28.7% 24.1-33.4%
P.1 Gamma VOC 8.9% 6.1-11.9%
B.1.526 Iota VOI 3.0% 1.5-4.8%
B.1 1.1% 0.3-2.3%
B.1.1.519 0.1% 0.0-0.5%
B.1.2 0.0% 0.0-0.3%

Additional
VOI/VOC
lineages #

B.1.351 Beta VOC 0.2% 0.0-0.8%
B.1.525 Eta VOI 0.0% 0.0-0.3%
B.1.429 Epsilon VOI 0.0% 0.0-0.3%
B.1.617.1 Kappa VOI 0.0% 0.0-0.3%
B.1.427 Epsilon VOI 0.0% 0.0-0.3%

Other* Other 6.4% 3.5-9.6%

B.1.617.2 (Delta)
predicted to be the 
predominant variant 
nationally, at 51.7%
 P.1 (Gamma) predicted to 

maintain a downward 
trend
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Regional Nowcast Prevalence of SARS-CoV-2 
Variants

11

 B.1.617.2 (Delta)
• >30% in all regions
• >50% in Regions 2, 6-9
• 80.7% in Region 7
• 74.3% in Region 8

 B.1.1.7 (Alpha)
• <50% in all regions
• <25% in Regions 2, 7-9
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© 2021 Mapbox © OpenStreetMap
Updated July 6, 2021

United States: 6/20/2021 – 7/3/2021 NOWCAST

Regional proportions from specimens
collected the two weeks ending
7/3/2021.

US Territories not shown are included in
HHS regions:
PR, VI - Region 2
AS, FM, GU, MH, MP, PW - Region 9

© Mapbox © OSM

    

    

    

     

 

 

                

 

              

        

                

          

      

           
     





ASU COVID-19 Diagnostics Commons

ASUcovidcommons.com

Master Degree in 
Biomedical Diagnostics

13

https://chs.asu.edu/diagnostics-commons
https://chs.asu.edu/diagnostics-commons
http://www.asucovidcommons.com/


A comprehensive resource 
and interactive dashboard 
providing information about 
COVID-19 tests including all 
approved tests and those in 
development worldwide. It 

currently profiles more than 
2400 tests.  

The first interactive national 
repository of information on 

COVID-19 test research.

An employer community of 
practice for bringing employees 

back to the workplace. 
Resources include a worldwide 

employer survey, interactive 
results dashboard and 
guidance from experts.

A tool to help businesses 
locate and buy COVID-19 

tests. Developed in 
collaboration with 

WhenToTest.org and Project 
N95, Connect to Test allows 
users to make informed and 
speedy COVID-19 testing 

decisions.
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TestingCommons.com

Upon entering the site, you will be greeted with these interactive parameters which can be 
easily adjusted to fit your company’s area(s) of interest regarding COVID-19 testing. Each of the 
above options has its own drop-down menu to allow for customized data. 15



TestingCommons.com

From there, you can hover over any parameter for more detailed information on the number of tests that fit your criteria. 
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TestingCommons.com
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TestingCommons.com
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ASUWorkplaceCommons.com

● Engaging with Employers in all industries 
● US
● UK
● Around the World 

● Understanding of how they Keep Their Workers Well 
● Community of Practice 

● Employer Surveys (1100+ participants) 
● Employer Case Studies 
● Interactive Websites

● Three installments of Survey 

21
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ASUWorkplaceCommons.com
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ASUWorkplaceCommons.com

26



43% 
Weekly Testing

29% 
Daily Testing  

ASUWorkplaceCommons.com
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ASUWorkplaceCommons.com



ASUWorkplaceCommons.com
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ASUWorkplaceCommons.com
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ASUWorkplaceCommons.com

Users hover over each option at the top to see real survey answers regarding each question or topic. 31



MS Biomedical Diagnostics
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EvidenceCommons.com

First and only interactive national repository 
of research on COVID-19 tests & testing. 
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ConnectToTest.com

● Connect to Test is a new tool that helps 
organizations and individuals find the right 
COVID-19 tests for their unique needs. 

● Online tool to locate and purchase 
available tests from Project N95.org

● Developed in collaboration with         
WhenToTest.org. 
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Testing Technology Trends (T3)

Short analyses 
of COVID-19 
testing related 
topics including 
wastewater 
testing, variant 
surveillance and 
test accuracy.  
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Taking Back Control Webinars
Larry Gadea
Envoy

John Dony
National Safety 
Council

Trent Burner
Society for Human 
Resource 
Management

Tamsin Berry
Population Health 
Partners

Alan Tennenberg
World Economic 
Forum

Dr. Rajiv Shah
The Rockefeller 
Foundation

Jason Kelly
Ginkgo BioWorks

Suzanna Jemsby
Washington International 
School

Mike Magee
Chiefs for Change

Dr. Michael Crow
Arizona State 
University

The Honorable Kate 
Gallego
Mayor, City of Phoenix

Deepak Nath
Siemens Healthineers

Robert Margolis
Duke-Margolis Center 
for Health Policy

Mara G. Aspinall
Arizona State University

Roger Steen
Yara International 
ASA

Webinars

38





Ariizona State University

Don't Forget to Follow us on Social Media: 

CJ asuhealth 

Ii Im @ asuhealthsolut· ons 



Partners
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FDA Update

42

Tim Stenzel
U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA)
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U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA)

Division of Laboratory Systems

 COVID-19 Emergency Use Authorization (EUA) 
Information for Medical Devices
https://www.fda.gov/medical-devices/emergency-
situations-medical-devices/emergency-use-
authorizations

 COVID-19 In Vitro Diagnostic EUAs
https://www.fda.gov/medical-devices/coronavirus-
disease-2019-covid-19-emergency-use-
authorizations-medical-devices/vitro-diagnostics-euas

 COVID-19 Frequently Asked Questions
https://www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and-
response/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-
19/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19-frequently-
asked-questions

 COVID-19 Updates
https://www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and-
response/mcm-legal-regulatory-and-policy-
framework/emergency-use-authorization#2019-ncov

 FDA Townhall Meetings
https://www.fda.gov/medical-devices/workshops-
conferences-medical-devices/virtual-town-hall-series-
immediately-effect-guidance-coronavirus-covid-19-
diagnostic-tests-06032020

 Independent Evaluations of COVID-19 Serological 
Tests
https://open.fda.gov/apis/device/covid19serology/
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https://www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and-response/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19-frequently-asked-questions
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U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA)

 COVID-19 Diagnostic Development
CDRH-EUA-Templates@fda.hhs.gov

 Spot Shortages of Testing Supplies: 24-Hour Support Available 
1. Call 1-888-INFO-FDA (1-888-463-6332)
2. Then press star (*)

 FDA MedWatch
https://www.fda.gov/safety/medwatch-fda-safety-information-and-adverse-
event-reporting-program

Division of Laboratory Systems 44
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CDC Social Media
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https://www.facebook.com/CDC https://twitter.com/cdcgov

https://www.instagram.com/cdcgov in https://www.linkedin.com/company/cdc

https://www.facebook.com/CDC
https://twitter.com/cdcgov
https://www.linkedin.com/company/cdc
https://www.instagram.com/cdcgov/
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Thank You For Your Time!

Division of Laboratory Systems

Photo submitted by the Microbiology Laboratory at The University of Pittsburgh Medical Center
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