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2016 Zika Response: Algorithm for U.S. Testing of Asymptomatic Pregnant Women Meeting Epidemiologic Criteria 
 

 

Specimens collected <14 days after return from travel or exposure  Specimens collected 2-12 weeks after return from travel or exposure, 
or from women living in areas with ongoing Zika transmission 

 

Test all appropriate and available specimens by RNA NAT for ZIKV only Test serum by Zika IgM assay 
 

Zika IgM negative.  
No further testing of specimen 
required. 

PRNT‡ 

Serum must be tested by CDC or CDC-designated confirmatory testing lab. 
Final interpretation is made by the lab conducting the PRNT  

See text on page 5 for possible serologic conclusions. 

Test appropriate specimens by RNA NAT for ZIKV only 

Zika IgM ELISA interpreted as positive, 
equivocal, presumptive or possible Zika 
infection. 

Any specimen positive, 
patient positive for Zika 

virus infection. 
  
  

All specimens negative, patient negative for Zika virus 
RNA. 

Forward serum for confirmation of Zika IgM by PRNT‡ 

Any specimen positive, 
patient positive for Zika 

virus infection. 
 

All specimens negative, patient negative 
for Zika virus RNA. 

 Health care provider should request 
collection of a follow-up serum specimen 
2-12 weeks following exposure or return 

from travel. 

Test follow-up serum by Zika IgM assay 

Zika IgM positive, equivocal, 
presumptive or possible Zika 
infection. 

Forward for confirmation by 
PRNT‡ 

Zika IgM negative.  
No further testing of specimen 
required. 

NOTE:  Report all test results to the appropriate Health Authorities. Results should be considered in the context of exposure risk and time point of specimen collection. 
See this link for additional information for assessing epidemiologic risk:  http://www.cdc.gov/zika/geo/index.html 
‡PRNT confirmation is not currently routinely recommended for Puerto Rico. See page 5 for more information. 
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