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Presentation Objectives
Summary of Program Initiatives 2021 - 2023

Research Dissemination and Planning Resources

 Health Effects of 9/11: CDC Online Exhibition

 Electronic Publication Health Effects Library

 Project Funding Information

 Webinars and Science Blogs  

Research Solicitations

 Survivor-Only Request for Proposals (RFP) 

 Lifestyle Medicine (RFP)

Potential WTC Researchers

 Developing Networks with Major Research Universities  



Research Input 

• RAND Program Reviews

• STAC Recommendations

• Researcher Recommendations

• Stakeholder Input

Program Initiatives

• Improved Research Dissemination

– Revised Research Landing Page

– Research webinars

– Research Science Blog Postings

• Continuous Reviews of Program Research

• Survivor “Only” Research Solicitation

• Stakeholder Input on Research Solicitations

• Guidance Notices to Researchers Detailing 
Stakeholder Areas of Interest



WTC Health Program Research Landing Page 
Program Research (https://www.cdc.gov/wtc/research.html)

4



5

https://www.cdc.gov/wtc/exhibition/



WTC Health Effects Library

• Peer-reviewed WTC research publications

• Frequent, broadly defined searches to identify WTC research publications 
o 1,272 WTC research publications (currently)
o Multiple Search Options 

• Focus Area, Date, Population, Outcomes

• Timely, objective, and continuous reviews of the Program's research portfolio

• Resource for research and community stakeholders



Research Publications

Find out more about WTC Health Program research publications: www.cdc.gov/wtc/researchpublications.html



WTC Health Program Funded Research Dashboard
https://www.cdc.gov/wtc/fundingdashboard.html

• Grants Funded 2011 – 2022
o Grant Abstracts
o Grant Publications 

• Multiple Search Options
o Research Institution
o Research Investigator
o Research Focus
o Funding 
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Research Solicitation and Funding 

• Research is awarded under a competitive process following the 
framework of the National Institutes of Health. 

• Research proposals are rigorously reviewed by an independent 
panel of experts. 

• The research portfolio is the product of the quantity and quality of 
the proposed research.

• Research solicitations include all members of the 9/11-exposed 
population. 



2022 Survivor Only Solicitation (new) 

• 3/8 (38%) applications funded
• Score range 25 – 37 (high impact)
• $1.7M total FY 2022 cost
• 3- to 4-year performance period range
• Institutions: NYU, Columbia, Henry 

Jackson Foundation
• Primary Outcomes: Emerging 

Conditions* and WTC Youth

*e.g., Health Related Quality of Life and Cognitive Decline

2022  Responder & Survivor Solicitation

• 5/27 (19%) applications funded

• Score range 14 – 33 (high impact)

• $3.0M total FY 2022 cost

• 4-year performance period

• Institutions: NYU, Mount Sinai (2x), Stony 
Brook, and Queens College

• Primary Outcomes: Respiratory, Mental 
Health, CVD, and Emerging Conditions*

*e.g., Aging (frailty trajectories and intervention strategies) 



2023 Research Solicitation: Lifestyle Medicine

• Exploratory/Developmental grant FOA (R21) focusing on modifiable risk 
factors for people with chronic disease (certified health conditions).

• Focus areas include nutrition and diet, sleep hygiene, stress 
management, physical activity, and avoidance of substance misuse.



Guidance to Researchers
Update for RFA-OH-22-004 "World Trade Center Health Research related to 

WTC Survivors (U01-No Applications with Responders Accepted)"

Purpose
The updated requirements, guidance, instructions, and other information for RFA-OH-22-004 are 
effective with the publication date of this notice.

Among many health conditions that may be explored, there are several conditions that have come 
to light as a result of concerns expressed by the affected population. These health conditions 
include, but are not limited to, endocrine-related disorders, including metabolic syndrome; 
reproductive health outcomes, such as polycystic ovary syndrome (PCOS), endometriosis, and 
infertility; autoimmune and neurodegenerative diseases; and cancer among individuals exposed to 
the WTC disaster at younger ages (18 years of age or younger).



External Collaborations
• Increase Participation in WTC Health Program Research  

– Increase the Number of New Researchers Outside the NYC Area
– Broaden Range of Relevant Research Topic Areas

• University of Michigan—Institute for Social Research (ISR)

– Intersections between social and environmental context and their 
impacts on population health and health inequities. 

• Harvard University T.H. Chan School of Public Health

– Work-related interventions to support WTC non-responders’ mental 
health and related lifestyle behaviors.

• University of Kentucky School of Public Health

– Community-engaged environmental health research



Thank You


