
Future of World Trade Center Health 

Program Research 

FDNY WTCHP 

Survivor WTCHP 

Responder WTCHP 

 

Presented by Laura Crowley, MD 

 



Description of WTCHP Cohorts 

 FDNY program:  

o All active and retired FDNY members who responded to the 

9/11 attack 

 

 Responder program:  

o Include Workers and Volunteers who responded to the 9/11 attacks 

 

 Survivor program: 

o People who worked, lived or attended school, child care or 

adult/senior care and  who were involved in debris removal and 

clean up in the NYC disaster area. 



Characteristics of WTCHP 

- provides medical monitoring and surveillance  

-provides specialized WTC treatment services for exposure 

related diseases (upper airway, lower airway, 

gastroesophageal reflux, mental health, specific ---

musculoskeletal diseases and cancers) 

-unique and well characterized population with high retention 

rates 

-unprecedented exposure without control for comparison 

 



James Zadroga 9/11 Health and Compensation Act of 2010: 

Research into Conditions 

(a) IN GENERAL—  With respect to individuals, including enrolled WTC responders 

and certified-eligible WTC survivors, receiving monitoring or treatment under subtitle 

B, the WTC Program Administrator shall conduct or support— 

 

 (1) research on physical and mental health conditions that may be related to the 

September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks; 

 

 (2) research on diagnosing WTC-related health conditions of such individuals, in 

the case of conditions for which there has been diagnostic uncertainty 

 

 (3) research on treating WTC-related health conditions of such individuals, in the 

case of conditions for which there has been treatment uncertainty. 

 

 

(b) TYPES OF RESEARCH— The research under subsection (a)(1) shall include 

epidemiologic and other research studies on WTC related health conditions or emerging 

conditions— 

 



Research 

• Mechanism 

 “concept that particular scientific areas of interest may be 
explained in terms of structure, interaction of their component 
parts” 

 

• Outcomes 

 “clinical and population based research that seeks to study and 
optimize the end results of healthcare in patients, development of 
strategies and interventions to improve care” 

 

• Progression of Disease 

 evaluation of disease states and objective markers that may place 
patients at risk for disease advancement.  Allows for early 
treatment interventions that may promote regression of disease 
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Research Considerations 

▶ Time Frame:  

– 1 year 

– Future  

▶ Vulnerable populations exposed to WTC disaster (Ex: children) 

 



References 

▶ FDNY WTC Health Program Clinical Center. Accessed at: https://www.fdnywtcprogram.org/ 

▶ World Trade Center Health Program. WTC Health Program: Eligible Groups. Accessed at: 

http://www.cdc.gov/wtc/eligiblegroups.html#survivor 

▶ 9/11 Health. WTC Centers of Excellence. Accessed at: 

http://www.nyc.gov/html/doh/wtc/html/treatment/centers.shtml 

▶ September 11th Victims Compensation Fund. Accessed at: http://www.vcf.gov/faq.html#gen1 

▶ Workers Compensation Board. James Zadroga 9/11 Health and Compensation Act. Accessed at: 

http://www.wcb.ny.gov/content/main/WTCVolunteerFund/HealthAndCompAct.jsp 

▶ Center of Disease Control and Prevention. NIOSH Docket. Implementation of James Zadroga 9/11 Health and 

Compensation Act 2010. Accessed at: http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/docket/archive/docket226.html 


