
Interim Testing Workflow for Suspected Select Agent Viral Hemorrhagic Fever Cases

Patient

Acute febrile illness with known or suspected exposure to a 

Select Agent viral hemorrhagic fever (VHF).

Note:  Isolation precautions should be maintained during 

the evaluation and testing process.

Consult

Strongly recommend consulting with local/state public health 

authorities and CDC to determine whether testing for VHF is 

warranted.

Collect and Send Specimens

If testing for a VHF is pursued, strongly recommend collecting 

two EDTA whole-blood tubes and concurrently sending 

specimens to a LRN lab for presumptive testing and CDC for 

confirmatory testing. Ship all specimens Category A.

Send to Appropriate Laboratory for PRESUMPTIVE Testing

(e.g. BioFire Global Fever Special Pathogens Panel or FilmArray NGDS Warrior Panel testing)

Send to CDC for CONFIRMATORY Testing

Real-Time RT-PCR Test(s)

Select Agent VHF PRESUMPTIVE Results CDC Select Agent VHF CONFIRMATORY Result(s)

Not Detected

Negative Select Agent VHF results do not rule out infection 

and, by itself, does not clear a patient from special pathogen 
isolation. Consultation with CDC is strongly recommended.

If specimen collected <72 hours post-symptom onset, request 

an additional specimen for testing if patient is still symptomatic.

Consider other diagnoses and test/treat accordingly.

Detected

Report presumptive positive results to public health authorities 

per local, state, and federal requirements.

Consult with CDC.

Coordinate additional testing and confirmation with the 

appropriate public health authorities.

Not Detected

If specimen collected <72 hours post-symptom, request an 

additional specimen for testing. Isolation precautions should be 

maintained if clinical suspicion remains.

If specimen collected >72 hours post-symptom, confirmed 

negative for Select Agent VHF.

Detected Confirmed positive for Select Agent VHF.

For specific pathogen detection capabilities, see IFU for the test (e.g. BioFire-Global-Fever-Special-Pathogens-Panel-IFUDFA2-PRT-0136-05.pdf)
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