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Will you protect your daughters against cervical cancer?

Commit to protecting your daughter against cervical cancer by making sure she gets HPV vaccine. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) recommends HPV vaccination for girls and boys before the 13th birthday to protect against cancers caused by HPV, including cervical cancer. 
Cervical cancer was once the leading cause of cancer death for women in the United States. Now, thanks to cervical cancer screening and HPV vaccination, it is the most preventable of all of the female cancers.
However, only 57 percent of adolescent girls and 35 percent of adolescent boys have received the first shot of HPV vaccine leaving them vulnerable to devastating cancers caused by HPV.

About 79 million people, most in their late teens and early 20s, are infected with HPV, the type of virus that causes cervical cancer. That’s why it’s important to protect preteen and teen girls early through vaccination. HPV vaccine is also recommended for boys before the 13th birthday to protect against anal cancer and genital warts.
“We have an entire generation of girls we could protect against cervical cancer,” says Dr. Anne Schuchat, assistant surgeon general and director of CDC’s National Center for Immunization and Respiratory Diseases. “While cervical cancer might not be a household name, every year over 11,000 women are diagnosed with cervical cancer, and 4000 die—even with screening and treatment. If we can protect girls now, we could drastically reduce these numbers.”
You can use any visit, like an appointment for a camp or sports physicals, to ask your child’s doctor, nurse, pharmacist, or clinic about the shots your kids need. When you go in for your child’s first shot of HPV vaccine, don’t leave without making an appointment for the next shot. Ask the doctor’s office or pharmacy to send you a text, email, or phone reminder.

Many parents don’t realize that vaccines don’t end once your child starts school—preteens and teens still need vaccines. As they get older, girls and boys are at increased risk for some infections. Also, the protection provided by some childhood vaccines begins to wear off. 

All preteens, ages 11 and 12 years, need three vaccines: Tdap vaccine to protect against tetanus, diphtheria, and pertussis (whooping cough); HPV vaccine to protect against cancers and other diseases caused by HPV; and, meningococcal conjugate vaccine to protect against meningitis and meningococcal disease.  Preteens and teens should also get a flu shot every year—ideally by October—to protect against seasonal flu. If you have a teen or young adult who hasn’t received these vaccines, it’s not too late to get shots they’ve missed. 
Need help paying for vaccines?
The Vaccines for Children (VFC) program provides vaccines for children ages 18 years and younger who are uninsured, Medicaid-eligible, or American Indian/Alaska Native. Learn more about the VFC program at www.cdc.gov/Features/VFCprogram.  
You can protect your children from cancer. Make an appointment to get them the HPV vaccine today.

Visit the CDC website for more information on HPV and other adolescent vaccines: http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/teens  
###
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
    
       December 2014


