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CDC Childhood Immunization Radio and Television PSAs Pitching Guide
CDC’s new public service announcements (PSAs) offer you the opportunity to promote infant immunization to the general public for free through radio and television. 

Most radio stations have public service directors who decide which PSAs will air. Public service directors are most likely to use PSAs that they believe are of local interest to their communities, and they often favor issues and causes related to health. Because infant immunization is an important issue that affects many families in your community, public service directors will likely find childhood vaccination PSAs highly appealing. 

The following steps can be used to pitch these PSAs to your local PSA directors:

1. Identify local TV and radio stations that use PSAs.  Not all stations use PSAs. So listen/watch the stations in your community and approach those stations that already air PSAs. 

2. Identify PSA Directors at the stations you plan to approach.  They may have various titles, including community affairs director, program director, advertising manager, or general manager. Often, the on-air personalities or the producers decide which PSAs will air. Call the station and ask whom you should contact about placing your PSAs.

3. Download the PSAs at this website:  www.cdc.gov/vaccines/cdcmediaresources (media resources). Burn the television PSAs onto DVDs and the radio PSAs onto CD-ROMs, making enough copies for each station that you would like to reach out to.  

4. If possible, schedule meetings with the public service directors at the radio stations where you want your PSAs to air. These meetings put a face on the issue and provide an opportunity for you to educate public service directors about issues related to childhood vaccination.  If meetings are not possible, mail a DVD or CD-ROM to each station along with a “pitch letter”.  Two versions of the pitch letter (one for TV and one radio) can be found at the end of this document.   Alternatively, because many outlets can now use digital or electronic files, you can also send an e-mail of the “pitch letter” along with a link to the broadcast ready files found on CDC’s site www.cdc.gov/vaccines/cdcmediaresources. If possible, tailor these pitch letters to include immunization information that are relevant to your area, such as vaccine coverage rates, disease activity or other immunization challenges and issues . Remember, public service directors are looking for PSAs that are of local interest. 

5. Follow-up with a brief phone call a few days after the stations have received your PSAs.  During this phone call, you should:
a. Confirm that the PSA Directors received the PSAs.
b. Ask them to air the PSAs, explaining that they are “evergreen” pieces, which are relevant throughout the year.
c. Refer them to cdc.gov/vaccines for more information about vaccines or to the website listed above to download broadcast quality PSAs. 
6. Follow up your visits and meetings with thank-you notes. Acknowledge stations once they use the PSAs. Send thank-you notes, and let them know you are delighted that they were able to help raise awareness about the importance of infant immunization.

INSERT LETTERHEAD
Re:  Childhood Immunization Television PSAs in English and Spanish

Dear Public Service Director:

Enclosed please find television public service announcements in English and Spanish from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) on the importance of childhood immunizations.
Thanks to immunization, most parents today have never seen the devastating consequences that vaccine-preventable diseases have on a family or community. But these diseases persist. In fact, recently, the U.S. has experienced outbreaks of whooping cough and measles.  INSERT LOCAL INFORMATION ABOUT DISEASE OUTBREAKS IF APPLICABLE.  It is important that we continue to protect our children with vaccines and remind parents that getting their children vaccinated is the best choice.

Giving children the recommended immunizations by age two is the best way to protect them from 14 serious childhood diseases. 

Here’s how you can help: Please consider placing these PSAs in time slots that might help us reach parents of young children with the important message of vaccinating according to the recommended schedule.

You can make a difference in preventing disease in INSERT NAME OF CITY/COMMUNITY. Thank you for your support and encouragement of the efforts of parents in your audience to make the choice to immunize their children and keep them healthy.  These PSAs were produced to be used year-round.

Sincerely,
INSERT NAME (Director-level staff person if possible)
INSERT LETTERHEAD

Re:  Childhood Immunization Radio PSAs in English and Spanish

Dear Public Service Director:

Enclosed please find radio public service announcements in English and Spanish from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) on the importance of childhood immunizations.
Thanks to immunization, most parents today have never seen the devastating consequences that vaccine-preventable diseases have on a family or community. But these diseases persist. In fact, recently, the U.S. has experienced outbreaks of whooping cough and measles.  INSERT LOCAL INFORMATION ABOUT DISEASE OUTBREAKS IF APPLICABLE.  It is important that we continue to protect our children with vaccines and remind parents that getting their children vaccinated is the best choice.

Giving children the recommended immunizations by age two is the best way to protect them from 14 serious childhood diseases. 

Here’s how you can help: Please consider placing these PSAs in time slots that might help us reach parents of young children with the important message of vaccinating according to the recommended schedule.

You can make a difference in preventing disease in INSERT NAME OF CITY/COMMUNITY. Thank you for your support and encouragement of the efforts of parents in your audience to make the choice to immunize their children and keep them healthy.  These PSAs were produced to be used year-round.

Sincerely,

INSERT NAME (Director-level staff person if possible) 
This document can be found on the CDC website at: http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/events/niiw/index.html (NIIW events) 
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