
 

 
 
December 23, 2008  
 
Dear Syphilis Elimination Coordinators:  
 

This edition of the quarterly Dear SEE Coordinators Letter brings with it important 
information, updates, and resources to aid your syphilis elimination and STD prevention activities.  As 
2008 closes, the Syphilis Elimination Coordination Team wishes each of you a safe and happy holiday 
and we thank you for your hard work throughout another productive year.   
 

Evidence-based Action Plans (EBAPs) 

2008 Evidence-based Action Plans Target 
Populations N=152
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This year the Syphilis Elimination Projects submitted 152 EBAPs covering variety of at-risk populations. 
A majority of the plans address the syphilis epidemic among men who have sex with men (MSM), where 
the burden of disease continues to be greatest.  Most of the interventions involved some form of 
community outreach, which included education, 
testing, media campaigns, community 
partnerships, training, and behavioral 
interventions.  Also of note are the plans that 
described intervention activities designed to reach 
medical providers and, in some instances, health 
department staff.   
 

Once again each of the EBAPs was carefully 
reviewed by the Syphilis Elimination 
Implementation and Monitoring Group EBAP 
Subcommittee. All reviewer comments will be 
incorporated into the technical reviews for the 
Comprehensive STD Prevention Systems grants 
which will be distributed early next year. Please 
note that the evaluation team in the Health 
Services Research and Evaluation Branch is available to provide technical assistance for EBAPs to any 
project area.  Those persons seeking technical assistance for the action plans should contact their program 
consultant for further information.     
 

The EBAPs have been very valuable to the SE Implementation and Monitoring Group, enabling us to 
better understand the myriad of syphilis elimination activities underway in the field.  We hope that they 
also serve as a resource to each of you for program planning, implementation, and monitoring.  As we 
continue using the action plans, we will begin to have an idea about which interventions are successful, 
and this information can be shared among project areas. We are eager to hear from you about the EBAPs.  
Have they been useful to you?  How would you improve the process?  
 

Personnel Changes in the Syphilis Elimination and STD Disparities Unit (SESDU) 
In September’s newsletter, we announced that DSTDP’s Syphilis Elimination Unit is now the Syphilis 
Elimination and STD Disparities Unit (SESDU). The unit now includes the Tuskegee Benefits Program 
and the new STD Disparities Initiative. To coordinate the Division’s disparities reduction activities, 
David Johnson will be joining the unit December 21, 2009.  As infectious syphilis continues to 
disproportionately burden MSM and minority populations, David will be working very closely with the 
Syphilis Elimination Coordination Team.  Another significant change in SESDU personnel was the 
departure of David S. Novak, who left CDC to join Online Buddies, Inc. (MANHUNT) as their Senior 
Public Health Strategist.  David hopes to impact STD and HIV infection by fostering partnerships 
between MANHUNT and the larger public health community.  We wish him the best in his new position. 
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CDC-Developed Resources and Updates 
 
New Recommendations for Partner Services  
The Recommendations for Partner Services Programs for HIV Infection, Syphilis, 
Gonorrhea, and Chlamydial Infection integrates two formerly separate publications – 
CDC’s 2001 Program Operations Guidelines for STD Prevention—Partner Services 
and the 1998 HIV Partner Counseling and Referral Services Guidance.  At the state 
and local levels, the implementation of these Recommendations will help increase 
program collaboration and service integration and decrease costs.  To help put these 
Recommendations into practice, CDC will offer electronic and instructor-led training, materials, and 
technical assistance. 
 
NCHHSTP Disease Profile – a review of STD, HIV/AIDS, hepatitis and TB data 
This report includes a review of HIV/AIDS, viral hepatitis, STD, and TB surveillance data, and a special 
focus section on African-American men to illustrate how these diseases and the factors that influence 
them may overlap and result in excess disease burden among certain populations. The 2006 Disease 
Profile is the first in a series of planned annual profiles that combines annual surveillance data reported 
separately by each division within NCHHSTP.   
 
Testing and Public Health Management of Persons with Chronic Hepatitis B Virus Infection 
CDC published updated and expanded guidelines for testing for chronic hepatitis B virus (HBV) infection 
and recommendations for public health evaluation and management for chronically infected persons and 
their contacts.  Serologic testing for hepatitis B surface antigen (HBsAg) is the primary way to identify 
persons with chronic infection with HBV infection.   
 
Health Protection Perspectives 
Dr. Kevin Fenton’s new blog serves as a forum for exchanging ideas about HIV, hepatitis, STD, and TB 
prevention and CDC’s efforts to reduce health disparities, increase program collaboration and service 
integration, and improve global health.   
 
Additional Resources 
 
NCSD 2008 Annual Meeting Presentations 
All presentations from the National Coalition of STD Directors’ 12th Annual Meeting are available online.  
 
Internet Interventions Resource 
This Wiki, created by Stephan Adelson serves, as a vehicle to keep the National Guidelines for Internet-
based STD and HIV Prevention current and act as a repository for protocols and other documentation to 
support Internet Interventions focused on sexual health and disease intervention. 

  
As always, should you have any further questions or suggestions we are eager to hear from you.  Please 

contact Jo Valentine directly at (404) 639-8366 or via electronic mail at jvalentine@cdc.gov . 
 

The CDC Syphilis Elimination Effort Coordinating Team  
 

http://www.cdc.gov/nchhstp/partners/Partner-Services.html
http://www.cdc.gov/nchhstp/Publications/docs/2006_Disease_Profile_508_FINAL.pdf
http://www.cdc.gov/hepatitis/HBV/TestingChronic.htm
http://www.cdc.gov/nchhstp/blog/default.htm
http://www.ncsddc.org/2458.xml
http://www.internetinterventions.org,/
mailto:jvalentine@cdc.gov

