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Our Mission 
The National Center for Health Statistics (NCHS) provides statistical information 

that guide actions and policies to improve the health of the American people. 

As the nation's principal health statistics agency, NCHS leads the way with 

accurate, relevant, and timely data. 

 

NCHS is a unique public resource for health information – and a critical element 

of public health and health policy. Health statistics allow NCHS to 

 Document the health status of the U.S. population and selected 

subgroups. 

 Track the impact of major policy initiatives. 

  Identify disparities in health status and use of healthcare by 

race/ethnicity, socio-economic status, region, and other population 

characteristics. 

 Document access to and use of the healthcare system. 

 Monitor trends in health status and healthcare delivery. 

 Support biomedical and health services research. 

 Provide information to support public policies and programs. 

 

Major Activities 
 NCHS conducts a broad program of data collection, analysis, and 

dissemination, in collaboration with colleagues throughout the public 

and private sectors in the United States and with governments across 

the globe.  

 

 To achieve its mission of providing information to guide actions and 

policies that improve health, NCHS conducts a number of major data 

collection programs, which are summarized on the next page.  

However, as important as data collection is to its mission, it is only one 

component of an overarching program to monitor the nation’s health.  

NCHS also maintains an active program in research and methodology 

to address key issues in survey design, such as how best to take 

advantage of advances in technology for conducting surveys while 

upholding our commitment to protect the privacy and confidentiality 

of our survey respondents.  

 

 NCHS conducts a myriad of data dissemination activities, including an 

extensive program of Research Data Centers throughout the country, 

to provide secure access to data for research purposes. NCHS develops 

and maintains interactive Web-based tools, such as Health Data 

Interactive, Health Indicators Warehouse, and tutorials to guide users in 

accessing and using complex NCHS data sets.  
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NCHS Data Collection Programs 
There are four major data collection programs at NCHS: 

 

National Vital Statistics System 

The National Vital Statistics System (NVSS) provides the nation’s official vital 

statistics data based on the collection and registration of birth and death 

events at the state and local level. The NVSS provides the most complete and 

continuous national data available to public health officials at all levels of 

government, and to the private sector. 

 

Vital statistics are a critical component of our national health information 

system, allowing us to monitor progress toward achieving important health 

goals.   

 

National Health Care Surveys  

The National Health Care Surveys are designed to provide information about 

the organizations and providers that supply healthcare, the services rendered, 

and the patients they serve across diverse settings. Provider sites surveyed 

include doctors’ offices, community health centers, ambulatory surgery 

centers, hospital outpatient/emergency departments, inpatient hospital units, 

residential care facilities, nursing homes, home health agencies and hospice 

organizations.  

 

National Health Interview Survey 

The National Health Interview Survey (NHIS) provides information annually on 

the health status of the U.S. civilian, non-institutionalized population through 

confidential interviews conducted in households. The NHIS is the nation’s 

largest in-person household health survey, providing data on health status, 

access to and use of health services, health insurance coverage,  

immunizations, risk factors, and health-related behaviors.  

 

National Health and Nutrition Examination Survey 

The National Health and Nutrition Examination Survey (NHANES) is NCHS’ most 

in-depth and logistically complex survey, designed to assess the health and 

nutritional status of Americans. This comprehensive survey combines personal 

interviews with standardized physical examinations, diagnostic procedures, 

and lab tests on approximately 5,000 persons each year to obtain information 

about diagnosed and undiagnosed conditions; growth and development, 

including overweight and obesity; diet and nutrition; risk factors; and 

environmental exposures.  

 

NCHS Atlanta: 
For more information please contact Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

1600 Clifton Road NE, Atlanta, GA 30333 

Telephone: 1-800-CDC-INFO (232-4636)/TTY: 1-888-232-6348 

Email: cdcinfo@cdc.gov      Web: www.cdc.gov |  www.cdc..gov/nchs 
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