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National Public Health Week (April 1-7, 2013) Digital Communication Toolkit

For State, Tribal, Local, and Territorial Public Health Departments to Use Before and During NPHW to Promote CDC’s Public Health Associate Program

*Text in red to be personalized by the public health department


Draft Press Release and/or Website Content for Public Health Departments to Use Before NPHW

For Immediate Release

Contact: 
Name
Public Health Department Name
Phone
Email 

Public Health Department Name and CDC Work Together to Develop Next Generation Public Health Workforce to Confront Health and Safety Threats

A Win for Young People, a Win for City/State’s Health Security 

[bookmark: _GoBack]City, State – With National Public Health Week just around the corner (April 1-7), the Public Health Department Name (hyperlink to website) is working with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) to highlight the need for and value of developing America’s next generation of public health professionals. Public health saves lives and protects people. Through CDC’s Public Health Associate Program, Public Health Department Name is training public health workers to confront the city’s/state’s biggest health and safety threats, including list top two or three threats that relate to the associates’ work (e.g. sexually transmitted diseases and diabetes).

One to two sentence quote from the public health department director about the value of his/her associates’ work (i.e. how the work strengthens the department and positively impacts the health of the community). 

Three to four sentences about specific work the associates are doing to confront the above mentioned health and safety threats faced by the community. 

“By investing in the next generation of public health professionals, we’re not only helping young people join the workforce, but we’re also strengthening our capacity to protect people from health and safety threats,” said CDC Director Tom Frieden, MD, MPH. “It’s a win for young people, a win for City/State Name, and a win for America’s health security.”

Launched in 2007, CDC’s Public Health Associate Program establishes a pipeline of entry-level, frontline public health professionals who are uniquely qualified to meet the public health workforce needs at the federal, state, and local levels. The program is a highly competitive, two-year CDC training intended to attract recent college graduates into public health. This year’s application period for associates just ended, with more than 4,400 applicants competing for 133 potential positions assigned to state and local health departments and territorial and tribal entities. So far, the program has trained 251 people, 90 percent of whom remain in public health or a health-related field.  

“As a national training program, CDC’s Public Health Associate Program is preparing the next generation of public health leaders to use their extensive knowledge of health infrastructure, capacity building, data analysis, and effective communication to strengthen public health systems across the country,” said Judith Monroe, MD, director of CDC’s Office for State, Tribal, Local, and Territorial Support. “The hands-on experience and education they receive through this program will help them to highlight and reinforce the importance of collaboration and information sharing that makes all the difference in advancing the field of public health and its significant impact upon people’s lives.”

###

About CDC
CDC is the nation’s health protection agency, working 24/7 to protect America from health and safety threats, whether they begin at home or abroad. Learn more at www.cdc.gov/24-7. To learn more about CDC’s Public Health Associate Program, visit this webpage. 

About Public Health Department Name
Insert mission statement or short boiler plate. 


























Draft Social Media Messaging for Public Health Departments to Use During NPHW

*Use TinyURL or another site to shorten links 

Facebook Posts (If possible, include image of associates or public health in action and link to press release or website content): 

1. In celebration of National Public Health Week (April 1-7), we’re working with CDC (tag) to highlight the need for and value of developing America’s next generation of public health professionals. Through CDC’s Public Health Associate Program, we’re training workers to confront City’s/State’s biggest health and safety threats. It’s a win for young people, it’s a win for City/State Name: linktowebsitegoeshere

2. It’s our job to protect City/State Name from health and safety threats. To do the best job we can, we need a qualified public health workforce. That’s why we’re investing in the next generation of public health professionals through the CDC (tag) Public Health Associate training Program. It’s a win for young people, it’s a win for City/State Name: linktowebsitegoeshere

Tweets (link to press release or website content, if possible):

1. Celebrating @NPHW, highlighting our @CDCgov associates and importance of investing in young ppl + public health: linktowebsitegoeshere

2. Learn how we’re working w/ @CDCgov to invest in/train next generation of public health professionals: linktowebsitegoeshere @NPHW

3. Protecting you from health/safety threats by working w/ @CDCgov to develop new public health workforce: linktowebsitegoeshere @NPHW

4. Training new public health workforce a win for young ppl, a win for City/Sate’s health security: linktowebsitegoeshere @CDCgov @NPHW
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