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Executive Summary

Using the WestlawNext legal research database, a search was conducted for statutes that explicitly relate to
sexually transmitted disease across all fifty states and the District of Columbia. The search terms were
constructed to return statutes that contain any variant of the root words “sexual,” “transmit,” and “disease”
within ten words of one another, or any of the following terms: syphilis, chlamydia, gonorrhea, herpes,
venereal disease, human papillomavirus, trichcomoniasis, cervical cancer, genital warts, or bacterial vaginosis.

Statutes were selected for inclusion if they included one or more of our search terms and did not solely relate
to human immunodeficiency virus (HIV), acquired immunodeficiency syndrome (AIDS), or primary or
secondary education (i.e., sexual education curricula in schools). Statutes were compiled and organized by
state.

This analysis only includes state statutes (laws passed by a state legislature), and does not include potentially
relevant laws from other levels of government (i.e., federal or local) nor other sources of law (i.e., judicial case
law and administrative agency rules and regulations). Thus, this analysis is not meant to be inclusive of all
potential laws related to sexually transmitted disease in a particular jurisdiction. Statues that were identified
are presented by state.
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ALABAMA

AL ST § 22-13-51. Establishment and purpose of programs

The department shall establish programs for breast, cervical, and colorectal cancer awareness for the
following purposes:

(1) Reducing morbidity and mortality from breast, cervical, and colorectal cancer through prevention, early
detection, and treatment.

(2) Making breast, cervical, and colorectal cancer screening services available to underserved and uninsured
individuals throughout the state, especially those whose economic circumstances or geographic locations
limit access to screening facilities.

(3) Raising public awareness about breast, cervical, and colorectal cancer.

(4) Collecting, classifying, and analyzing relevant research information and data concerning breast, cervical,
and colorectal cancer.

(5) Serving as a resource for information regarding breast, cervical, and colorectal cancer.

AL ST § 22-17-8. Service by persons having skin or venereal disease

No operator of a barber, manicure or beauty shop shall permit any person suffering from a communicable skin
disease or venereal disease to serve patrons in the said shop. Barbering, manicuring or beauty culture by any
person suffering from a communicable skin disease or venereal disease is hereby prohibited.

AL ST § 22-6-11. Breast and cervical cancer prevention and treatment

(a) This section shall be known and may be cited as the 2009 Breast and Cervical Cancer Prevention and
Treatment Act.

(b)(1) Medicaid eligibility and coverage shall be extended to a woman who has been determined to be
eligible to participate in and has been screened for breast or cervical cancer by any health care
provider or entity, or both, that satisfies any of the following:

a. Receives direct payment for screening services by National Breast and Cervical Cancer Early
Detection Program (NBCCEDP) Title XV funds.

b. Isfunded at least in part by NBCCEDP grantee Title XV funds for screening services.
Is not funded at all by NBCCEDP grantee Title XV funds but has been identified by the Department
of Public Health as part of the Alabama Breast and Cervical Cancer Early Detection Program and
operates consistently within its guidelines.

(2) Coverage under this section shall be limited to any woman screened and diagnosed pursuant to
subdivision (1) who is under age 65 and who is uninsured in that she must not have creditable
coverage, including current Medicaid enrollment, as that term is defined under the Health Insurance
Portability and Accountability Act, Section 2701(c) of the Public Health Services Act, 42 U.S.C. §
300gg(c).
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(3) Any woman who meets the eligibility requirements for Medicaid pursuant to this section shall be
entitled to medically necessary treatment for breast or cervical cancer and other medically necessary
Medicaid services covered under the Medicaid State Plan for the period of eligibility.

(4) The period of eligibility for coverage under this section is limited to the period during her course of
treatment as determined by the medical professional responsible for the cancer treatment. Eligibility
ends when her course of treatment is completed or the state determines that she no longer meets
eligibility criteria for this category.

(5) Notwithstanding subdivision (4), subsequent periods of eligibility may be extended provided the
woman meets all criteria required to qualify for the initial period of coverage.

(6) General Medicaid eligibility criteria including, but not limited to, residency and citizenship must be
met.

(7) Treatment under this section is limited to medically necessary treatment consistent with optimal
standards of medical practice. Experimental treatments will not be covered.

(8) The determination of medical eligibility for coverage under this section shall be administered by the
Breast and Cervical Cancer Early Detection Program of the Alabama Department of Public Health
following appropriate application procedures and shall include verification of Centers for Disease
Control screening and diagnosis and a plan of treatment. Once medical eligibility is established, the
Medicaid Agency will make the final Medicaid eligibility decision.

(9) No coverage will be provided under this section for any period prior to the date of the Centers for
Disease Control screening and diagnosis.

AL ST § 15-23-100. Definitions.

As used in this article, the following words shall have the following meanings:

(1) ALLEGED VICTIM. A person or persons to whom transmission of body fluids from the perpetrator of the
crime occurred or was likely to have occurred in the course of the alleged crime.

(2) PARENT OR GUARDIAN OF THE ALLEGED VICTIM. A parent or legal guardian of an alleged victim who is a
minor or incapacitated person.

(3) POSITIVE REACTION. A positive test with a positive confirmatory test result as specified by the Department

of Public Health.

(4) SEXUALLY TRANSMITTED DISEASE. Those diseases designated by the State Board of Health as sexually
transmitted diseases for the purposes of this article.

(5) TRANSMISSION OF BODY FLUIDS. The transfer of blood, semen, vaginal secretions, or other body fluids

identified by the Department of Public Health, from the alleged perpetrator of a crime to the mucous
membranes or potentially broken skin of the victim.
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AL ST § 15-23-101. Motion to order person charged to be tested for...

When a person has been charged with the crime of rape, sodomy, or sexual misconduct and it appears from
the nature of the charge that the transmission of body fluids from one person to another may have been
involved, upon the request of the alleged victim or the parent or guardian of an alleged victim, the district
attorney shall file a motion with the court for an order requiring the person charged to submit to a test for any
sexually transmitted disease.

AL ST § 15-23-102. Order to submit to testing; designation of...

(a) If the district attorney files a motion under Section 15-23-101, the court shall order the person charged to
submit to testing if the court determines there is probable cause to believe that the person charged
committed the crime of rape, sodomy, or sexual misconduct and the transmission of body fluids was
involved.

(b) When a test is ordered under Section 15-23-101, the alleged victim of the crime or a parent or guardian of
the alleged victim shall designate an attending physician who has agreed in advance to accept the victim as
a patient to receive information on behalf of the alleged victim.

(c) If any sexually transmitted disease test results in a negative reaction, the court shall order the person to
submit to any follow- up tests at the intervals and in the manner as shall be determined by the State Board
of Health.

(d) The result of any test ordered under this section is not a public record and shall be available only to the
following:

(1) The alleged victim.
(2) The parent or guardian of the alleged victim.
(3) The attending physician of the alleged victim.
(4) The person tested.

(e) If any sexually transmitted disease test ordered under this section results in a positive reaction, the
individual subject to the test shall receive post-test counseling. Counseling and referral for appropriate
health care, testing, and support services as directed by the State Health Officer shall be provided to the
alleged victim at the request of the alleged victim or the parent or guardian of the alleged victim

AL ST § 22-11A-2. Persons responsible to report diseases; contents of...

Each physician, dentist, nurse, medical examiner, hospital administrator, nursing home administrator,
laboratory director, school principal, and day care center director shall be responsible to report cases or
suspected cases of notifiable diseases and health conditions. The report shall contain such information, and be
delivered in such a manner, as may be provided for from time to time by the rules of the State Board of
Health. All medical and statistical information and reports required by this article shall be confidential and
shall not be subject to the inspection, subpoena, or admission into evidence in any court, except proceedings
brought under this article to compel the examination, testing, commitment or quarantine of any person or
upon the written consent of the patient, or if the patient is a minor, his parent or legal guardian. Any physician
or other person making any report required by this article or participating in any judicial proceeding resulting
therefrom shall, in so doing, be immune from any civil or criminal liability, that might otherwise be incurred or
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imposed. No provision of this section shall be interpreted to prevent the publication of statistical reports or
other summaries provided that said reports or summaries do not identify individual persons.

AL ST § 22-11A-13. Sexually transmitted diseases

Sexually transmitted diseases which are designated by the State Board of Health are recognized and declared
to be contagious, infectious and communicable diseases and dangerous to public health. The State Board of
Health is authorized and directed to promulgate rules for the testing, reporting, investigation and treatment of
sexually transmitted diseases.

AL ST § 22-11A-14. Cases of sexually transmitted diseases to be...

a. Any physician who diagnoses or treats a case of sexually transmitted disease as designated by the State
Board of Health, or any administrator of any hospital, dispensary, correctional facility or other institution in
which a case of sexually transmitted disease occurs shall report it to the state or county health officer or
his designee in a time and manner prescribed by the State Board of Health.

b. The report shall be upon a form prescribed by the State Board of Health and, at a minimum, shall state the
patient's full name, date of birth, race, sex, marital status, address, telephone number, place of
employment, stage of disease, medication and amount given, and the date of onset.

c. Any person who is charged with the responsibility of operating a laboratory which performs tests for
sexually transmitted diseases as designated by the State Board of Health shall report all positive and/or
reactive test results to the State Board of Health in a time and manner prescribed by the State Board of
Health.

d. The laboratory report shall be on a form prescribed by the State Board of Health which, at a minimum,
shall include the patient's full name, age or date of birth, race, test results, name and address of attending
physician and date of report.

e. The reports required by this section shall be confidential and shall not be subject to public inspection or
admission into evidence in any court except proceedings brought under this article to compel the
examination, testing, commitment or quarantine of any person or upon the written consent of the patient.

f. Any person violating the provisions of this section or rules made pursuant thereto shall be guilty of a
misdemeanor, and upon conviction, may be fined not less than $100.00 nor more than $500.00.

g. Upon receipt of a report of a case of sexually transmitted disease, the county or State Health Officer shall
institute such measures as he or she deems necessary or appropriate for the protection of other persons
from infection by such diseased person as said health officer is empowered to use to prevent the spread of
contagious, infectious or communicable diseases.

AL ST § 22-11A-16. Serologic or other biologic sample required to be...

(a) Every physician or other person permitted by law to attend a pregnant woman during gestation shall, in
the case of each woman so attended, take or cause to be taken any serologic or other biologic sample of
the woman as provided by the State Board of Health. Any sample shall be submitted to a laboratory
approved by the board for testing for those sexually transmitted diseases for which there exists an
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effective vaccine or curative treatment approved by the federal Food and Drug Administration and as
provided by the board.

(b) Every physician or other person permitted by law to attend a pregnant woman during delivery shall take or

(c)

cause to be taken any serologic or other biologic sample of the woman and any newborn as provided by
the State Board of Health. Any sample shall be submitted to a laboratory approved by the board for testing
for those sexually transmitted diseases for which there exists an effective vaccine or curative treatment
approved by the federal Food and Drug Administration and as provided by the board.

All positive or reactive tests shall be reported as provided in Section 22-11A-14.

AL ST § 22-11A-17. Testing of correctional facility inmates for sexually...

(a) All persons sentenced to confinement or imprisonment in any city or county jail or any state correctional

facility for 30 or more consecutive days shall be tested for those sexually transmitted diseases designated
by the State Board of Health, upon entering the facility, and any inmate so confined for more than 90 days
shall be examined for those sexually transmitted diseases 30 days before release. The results of any
positive or reactive tests shall be reported as provided in Section 22-11A-14. Additionally, the results of
any positive or negative test for HIV of a sexual offender shall be provided to the State Health Officer or his
or her designee as provided in Section 22-11A-14. The provisions of this section shall not be construed to
require the testing of any person held in a city or county jail awaiting removal to a state correctional
facility.

(b) The authorities of any state, county or city facility shall provide for treatment of any inmate diagnosed

(c)

with a treatable sexually transmitted disease and not otherwise financially able to pay for such treatment.
In the case of a discharge inmate who is infectious, a written notice shall be submitted to the State Health
Officer or to the county health officer of the locality to which the prisoner is returned, setting forth the
necessary facts and a record of the treatment administered while in custody.

At the request of the victim of a sexual offense (as defined in Section 13A-6-60, et seq.), the State Health
Department shall release the results of any tests on the defendant convicted of such sexual offense, for
the presence of etiologic agent for Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS or HIV) to the victim of
such sexual offense. The State Health Department shall also provide the victim of such sexual offense
counsel regarding AIDS disease, AIDS testing, in accordance with applicable law and referral for
appropriate health care and support services.

AL ST § 22-11A-18. Isolation of person believed to have sexually...
(a) Any person where there is reasonable cause to believe has a sexually transmitted disease or has been

exposed to a sexually transmitted disease shall be tested and examined by the county or State Health
Officer or his designee or a licensed physician. Whenever any person so suspected refuses to be examined,
such person may be isolated or committed as provided in this article until, in the judgment of the State or
county Health Officer, that person is no longer dangerous to public health. The cost of rooming and
boarding such person, other than when confined to his/her own residence, shall be the responsibility of
the state.

(b) The State Health Officer or county health officer shall require all persons infected with a sexually

transmitted disease to report for treatment by the health officer or a licensed physician, and continue
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treatment until such disease, in the judgment of the attending physician is no longer communicable or a
source of danger to public health. When such infected persons are unable to pay the attending physician's
fees and are indigent, they shall submit to treatment at state expense. Whenever, in the judgment of the
state or county health officer, such a course is necessary to protect public health, a person infected with a
sexually transmitted disease may be committed or isolated for compulsory treatment and quarantine in
accordance with the provisions of this article. The cost of rooming and boarding such person, other than
when confined to his/her own residence, shall be the responsibility of the state.

AL ST § 22-11A-19. Minor 12 years or older may consent to medical...

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a minor 12 years of age or older who may have come into contact
with any sexually transmitted disease as designated by the State Board of Health may give consent