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Main areas of focus 

 Reference diagnostic testing and consultation for all STDs 
 

 Research for the advancement of our understanding of the biology 
of STD agents 
 diagnostic test development and molecular typing 
 antimicrobial resistance characteristics and genetic basis of pathogenesis 
 drug therapy options and sensitivities 
 surveillance applications and epidemiologic research 

 
 To develop and maintain a reference bank for isolates and clinical 

samples.   
 

These three areas encompass the core functions of the LRRB and provide 
the basis to help in understanding the public health impact of STDs and 
informing prevention measures.  
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LRRB contributions for division 
goals: 

 Diagnostics  

 Surveillance for prevalence 
 Screening programs (global) 

 Inform for education 
 Provide data for program development 
 Technical transfer of lab capacity (domestic and global) 

 Inform for treatment  
 Study of resistance/guideline contributions 

 Epidemiologic lab support 

 Operations for reference stock activity 

 Collaborative opportunities-e.g. MOU/CRADA 
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