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The Gradient Cuts Across the 

Range of Wicked Problems
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http://www.who.int/social_determinan

ts/thecommission/finalreport/en/index

.html

NCHHSTP will reduce health

disparities in HIV/AIDS, viral

hepatitis, STDs, and TB by 

promoting health equity 
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A Rose by Any Other Name…

Before the gradient, there were the 

twin curves… 



A Rose by Any Other Name…

The 

Causes of 

Incidence

The Causes of 

Cases



A Rose by Any Other Name…

Social 
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A Rose by Any Other Name?

Structural interventions: 

Changing the environment

-- Limit pre-tax 

income gap

-- Increase tax 

progressivity

Social 

determinants

of health

(e.g., 

inequality) NCHHSTP will reduce health 

disparities in HIV/AIDS, viral 

hepatitis, STDs, and TB by 

promoting health equity 
Safer sex 

education

Particular 

pathologies

(e.g., HIV)

Stress 

Management

Individual interventions: 

Helping people cope with current environment



Law is There, But It’s Fuzzy



In Fact, “The Law Is All Over”



A First Crack

Journal of Law, Medicine and 

Ethics, Vol. 30, p. 510, 2002. 

Available at SSRN: 

http://ssrn.com/abstract=1004746
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Two Relationships Between 

Law and Health

1: Law operates as a pathway along which fundamental 

social causes of disease have their effect.

2: Law contributes to the development and maintenance of 

unhealthy social conditions.

Social determinant

of  health:  e.g.,

- inequality

- social cohesion

- racism

Other social
conditions

Law

Health



What do we mean by “law”?

“Law 

on the 

books”

Management 

policies, 

standard operating

procedures, training

Practices, knowledge, 

attitudes and beliefs  of 

front-line agents

Knowledge, attitudes and beliefs of 

those subject to law

Law

“Policy-

transformation”

process



“Law 

on the 

books”

Criminal justice

management policies, 

standard operating

procedures, training

Practices, knowledge, 

attitudes and beliefs  of 

front-line officers

Knowledge, attitudes and beliefs of 

injection drug users

“Policy transformation”process

Health

outcomes

• Syringe access

• Injection 

behavior, 

• Incarceration 

• Network 

dynamics

• Drug market 

characteristics

From Drug Policies to Health

Outcomes of Injection Drug Users



A Rose by Any Other Name?

Structural interventions: 

Changing the environment

NCHHSTP will reduce health 

disparities in HIV/AIDS, viral 

hepatitis, STDs, and TB by 

promoting health equity 

-- Limit pre-tax 

income gap

-- Increase tax 

progressivity
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Individual interventions: 
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Stress 

Management



More on this…

Burris, Scott C. and Anderson, Evan 

D., A Framework Convention on 

Global Health: Social Justice Lite, or a 

Light on Social Justice? (October 1, 

2010). Journal of Law, Medicine and 

Ethics, Vol. 38, No. 3, 2010. Available 

at SSRN: 

http://ssrn.com/abstract=1685858



The Next Step: PHLR

“The scientific study of the relation of law 
and legal practices to population health.”

http://www.milbank.org/quarterly/8802featBurris.pdf

http://www.milbank.org/quarterly/8802featBurris.pdf


Logic model of PHLR
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Methods Monographs

http://www.publichealthlawresearch.org/node/178

http://www.publichealthlawresearch.org/node/178


NPO Research: 
Effects of Obesity Prevention Laws (M. Mello)



Working Together

www.publichealthlawresearch.org


