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The NCHS Research Data Center 
RDC – Student – Advisor Agreement 

 
The RDC has worked with many students over the years.  We can provide some help and expertise with the data you 
have chosen, however, we cannot replace the advisor in guiding the research process. The following agreement 
summarizes the general RDC rules and proposal process. We ask all students and their advisors to read and 
acknowledge the following document and submit it along with their proposals.  

1. RDC services include: 
• Reviewing your proposal for feasibility and disclosure risk 
• Creating an analytic file consisting of public and restricted data 
• Reviewing the results of your statistical analysis for disclosure risk 

 
2. RDC services do not include: 

• Giving extensive methodological or analytical advice – please consult the public use documentation and your 
advisor.  While preparing your proposal, be sure to consult the public use documentation for each year you 
request.  Files, concepts, variable names, and the availability of certain variables may change over time 

• Helping you write statistical code  
• Creating public use files  
• Giving you any type of data file to take with you 

 
3. The RDC Proposal Review Committee will usually make a decision within 6-8 weeks of receiving a complete 

proposal.  We may approve, approve with conditions, or request that you submit a revised version.  It is rare for 
us to reject a proposal: we prefer to work with you toward approval.  The process is often iterative, with your 
RDC Analyst channeling comments from the reviewers to you.  Please respond to our concerns as soon as 
possible, or the process may take substantially longer.  Please allow us enough time so that you can meet any 
thesis or grant application deadlines. 
 

4. Approval of a proposal allows you access to restricted data.   It is not an endorsement of your research. 
 

5. Your research protocol may change over time.  Your methodology and analysis may change, and you may find 
you need to request additional variables.  Please stay in touch with your RDC Analyst about any major changes, 
as you may need to submit the modifications for additional approval.  
 

6. We strongly discourage the release of intermediate output.  Advisors, this may mean that you cannot review all 
output generated by the student without coming on site to the RDC.  
 

7. The output review process takes time depending on the mode of access, quantity of the output, and RDC staff 
workload.  Output review may take five days or more, so please plan accordingly.  Approved output will be 
emailed to the researcher.   

 
I have read and agreed to the above statements and will plan accordingly. I have also read the Disclosure Manual, and 
agree to abide by all rules and restrictions of the NCHS Research Data Center. 
  
Student:  ______________________    Signature:   _________________________    Date: ______________ 
 
 
Advisor:  _______________________   Signature:   _________________________    Date: ______________ 

http://www.cdc.gov/rdc/Data/B4/DisclosureManual.pdf�

