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Tobacco Use
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Status of Policy and Practice Solutions in Rhode Island

State cigarette excise tax

As of June 30, 2013, Rhode Island’s cigarette excise tax was
$3.50 per pack, compared with the highest state tax of $4.35

Rating State excise tax was

(range = $0.17—%$4.35) (15). " Green |$2.00 per pack or above

Healthy People 2020 target: An increased excise tax in all states
and the District of Columbia by $1.50 per pack by the year 2020
(6). This increase would generate millions of dollars in revenue
annually, prevent more children from starting to smoke, help
smokers quit, save lives, and save millions in long-term healthcare
costs (16,17).

$1.00-$1.99 per pack

Red Less than $1.00 per pack

Comprehensive state smoke-free policy

As of June 30, 2013, Rhode Island had a statewide smoke-free
policy covering workplaces, restaurants, and bars (15).

Healthy People 2020 target: A statewide ban on smoking in public
places and worksites in all states and the District of Columbia (6).
Studies have shown that smoke-free policies reduce secondhand
smoke exposure, help smokers quit, and reduce heart attack and
asthma hospitalizations (10,11,17-21).

Rating State smoke-free policy

covered

‘ Green | Workplaces, restaurants,

and bars

Two of the three locations

Red One or none of the locations

Funding for tobacco control

As of fiscal year 2010, Rhode Island allocated 12.5% of the
CDC-recommended funding for tobacco control ($1.9 million of
$15.2 million) (22).

CDC recommendation: Tobacco control funding at 100% of CDC'’s
recommended annual investment in all states and the District of
Columbia (14). States that have made larger investments in

Rating Funding level was at
Green 100% or more of CDC

recommendation

50.0%-99.9% of CDC
recommendation

comprehensive tobacco control programs have seen cigarette ‘ Red Less than 50% of CDC

sales drop more than twice as much as sales in the United States
as a whole, and smoking prevalence among adults and youth has
declined faster as spending for tobacco control programs has
increased (14,23,24).

recommendation

Simplified Rating System
A more detailed explanation of the rating system for tobacco use is available at
http://www.cdc.gov/stltpublichealth/psr/tobacco/.

Green

The policy or practice is The policy or practice is established in
established in accordance with partial accordance with supporting
supporting evidence and/or evidence and/or expert

expert recommendations. recommendations.

Red

The policy or practice is either
absent or not established in
accordance with supporting evidence
and/or expert recommendations.
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