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Prevention Status Report | 2013 
Teen Pregnancy Montana 

Policy and Practice Solutions 
This report focuses on expanding eligibility for Medicaid family planning services to the income eligibility level for 
pregnancy-related services and to include women younger than age 18 years, either by amending the Medicaid 
waiver or by converting to the State Plan Amendment available through the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid 
Services, or by expanding the full Medicaid program (8–12). This policy is consistent with the US Department of 
Health and Human Services’ National Prevention Strategy recommendations to expand access to contraceptive 
services and with a Healthy People 2020 objective to “increase the number of states that set the income 
eligibility level for Medicaid-covered family planning services to at least the same level used to determine 
eligibility for Medicaid-covered, pregnancy-related care” (13,14). 

Other strategies supported by scientific evidence include providing comprehensive sexual health education for 
adolescents, using positive youth development approaches, and improving parent-child communication and 
parental monitoring of youth behavior (15–17). For information about why Medicaid family planning expansion 
was selected as an indicator, and for links to additional data and resources, visit the CDC website 
(http://www.cdc.gov/stltpublichealth/psr/teenpregnancy/). 

Status of Policy and Practice Solutions in Montana 
Expansion of state Medicaid family planning eligibility 
As of August 2013, Montana had expanded Medicaid coverage of 
family planning services to include adults with incomes up to 
200% of the federal poverty level, which exceeds the state’s 
income level for pregnancy-related Medicaid coverage, but 
coverage did not extend to teens under age 18 years (18,19). 
Healthy People 2020 target: Increase the number of states that 
set the income eligibility level for Medicaid coverage of family 
planning services to at least the same level used to determine 
eligibility for Medicaid coverage of pregnancy-related care 
(14,18,19). 

Rating State Medicaid family
planning eligibility 

Green Was income-based, met the 
income eligibility level for 
pregnancy-related care, and 
covered all women, including 
teens 

Yellow Was limited, was not 
income-based, did not 
meet the eligibility level 
for pregnancy-related 
services, and/or excluded 
some teens 

Red Had not been expanded 

Simplified Rating System 
A more detailed explanation of the rating system for teen pregnancy is available at 
http://www.cdc.gov/stltpublichealth/psr/teenpregnancy/. 

Green 
The policy or practice is
established in accordance with 
supporting evidence and/or 
expert recommendations. 

Yellow 
The policy or practice is established in
partial accordance with supporting 
evidence and/or expert 
recommendations. 

Red 
The policy or practice is either 
absent or not established in 
accordance with supporting evidence
and/or expert recommendations. 
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