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Pandemic Influenza Triage Algorithm 
PITA Level 1 (Resuscitation) Triage Form 

Resuscitation Is Required! 

Patient Name: ___________________________________________________ Date: _________ 

Vital Signs:  T: ___________  P: ___________ R: _____________ BP: ___________ 

Airway 

Inability to protect/maintain airway (respiratory failure/exhaustion)  Yes  No 

Needing interventions like BVM ventilation, intubation or BiPAP/CPAP Yes  No 

Other:  

Breathing 

Oxygen saturation <90%     Record O2 Sat ___  Yes  No 

Severe respiratory distress  Yes  No 

Breathlessness  Yes  No 

Apnea  Yes  No 

Excessive work of breathing (e.g., exaggerated retractions/nasal flaring, 

tripod position) 

Yes  No 

Extremely labored breathing/grunting Yes  No 

Cyanosis Yes  No 

Other: 

Circulation 

Cardiopulmonary arrest Yes  No 

Weak, thready or absent pulse Yes  No 

Cool, clammy  Yes  No 

Marked pallor, delayed capillary refill, mottling Yes  No 

Needing interventions (ACLS or PALS resuscitation, large volumes of 

fluid or vasopressors)  

Yes  No 

Other:  



Pandemic Influenza Triage Tools  2 

Mental Status 

Unresponsive (nonverbal, not following commands, requires noxious 

stimuli – P or U on AVPU scale)   

Yes  No 

Strikingly agitated or irritable  Yes  No 

Active seizures Yes  No 

Infants – decreased responsiveness and poor muscle tone Yes  No 

Other:  

Notes: 

Disclaimer 

The printable triage forms option allows the healthcare professional conducting triage duties to record and print information about 

each patient’s influenza-like illness when assigning a PITA acuity level.  This form is designed to expedite pandemic influenza triage 

including the coordination and management of patient care during a severe medical surge and is not intended to take the place of 

approved forms that already exist or are in use at your healthcare facility.  Use of this form does not preclude compliance with HIPAA 

privacy rule. 




