
Zika: Selected Law and Policy Resources 
Zika virus disease is spread to people primarily 
through the bite of infected Aedes species 
mosquitoes (Ae. aegypti and Ae. albopictus). The 
illness is generally mild, with many people showing 
no symptoms. However, Zika can also be passed 
from a pregnant woman to her fetus during 
pregnancy, or to her baby, around the time of 
birth, and infection can lead to serious birth 
defects. Zika can also be sexually transmitted from 
an infected person to his or her partner(s). As 
cases of Zika have been increasingly reported in 
the United States, Zika preparedness and response 
has continued to be a public health concern and a 
 public health law issue. 

This resource list has been created for healthcare and public health lawyers to stay up to date on Zika-
related legal and policy issues. The following resources describe and discuss law and policy topics 
related to Zika. The list includes both specific sources related to Zika preparedness and response as well 
as more general resources on the topic.  

Briefs and Fact Sheets 
• Executive Orders and Emergency Declarations for the West Nile Virus: Applying Lessons from

Past Outbreaks to Zika
Gregory Sunshine, CTRS. FOR DISEASE CONTROL AND PREVENTION PUB. HEALTH LAW PROGRAM (February
21, 2016)
Analyzes West Nile virus executive orders and emergency declarations, which could inform
policy makers on the Zika response.

• Zika: Resources at Your Fingertips
HHS ASPR TECHNICAL RESOURCES, ASSISTANCE CENTER, AND INFORMATION EXCHANGE (October 7, 2016)

For more information on Zika—including updates on cases, information on symptoms, 
testing,  treatment, and other resources―visit CDC’s Zika Virus webpage. 

http://www.cdc.gov/phlp/docs/zika-brief.pdf
http://www.cdc.gov/phlp/docs/zika-brief.pdf
https://asprtracie.hhs.gov/documents/ASPR-TRACIE-Zika-Virus-Disease-Resources-At-Your-Fingertips.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/zika/
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Lists Zika resources from the Department of Health and Human Services, other government 
offices, and related organizations, and gives an overview of public health and healthcare system 
considerations and implications.  

• Resources From State and Territorial Health Departments: Zika
ASSOCIATION OF STATE AND TERRITORIAL HEALTH OFFICIALS 
Provides information, tools, and resources from federal and national partners on Zika
prevention, control and response, and information for the public.

Presentations and Webcasts 
• An Overview for State and Territorial Leaders

Matthew Penn, CTRS. FOR DISEASE CONTROL AND PREVENTION PUB. HEALTH LAW PROGRAM (August 9, 
2016)
Discusses what state and territorial leaders can do to help fight Zika, and gives an overview of 
state and territorial laws that have already been established for that purpose.

• The Zika Virus: Current Public Health Considerations and What You Need to Know
Aimee Ferraro, WALDEN UNIVERSITY, and Montrece Ransom, CTRS. FOR DISEASE CONTROL AND 
PREVENTION PUB. HEALTH LAW PROGRAM (April 7, 2016)
Provides overview of Zika and international and domestic legal and policy responses, including 
information about mosquito abatement laws and emergency declarations.

• Using Policy to Increase Public Understanding and Enhance State and Community Readiness 
John Auerbach, CTRS. FOR DISEASE CONTROL AND PREVENTION OFFICE OF THE ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR FOR 
POLICY, and Robert Eadie, MONROE COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT (April 2016)
Discusses authority for and operation of day-to-day mosquito control, emergency declarations, 
and other policy issues related to Zika, and provides local perspectives gained from the 2009–
2010 outbreak of dengue in Key West.

• Zika Preparedness and Response: A Public Health and Legal Perspective
Steve Monroe, CTRS. FOR DISEASE CONTROL AND PREVENTION OFFICE OF THE ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR FOR 
LABORATORY SCIENCE AND SAFETY, Gregory Sunshine, CTRS. FOR DISEASE CONTROL AND PREVENTION PUB. 
HEALTH LAW PROGRAM, and Robert Eadie, MONROE COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT, presentation for 
the AMERICAN PUBLIC HEALTH ASSOCIATION (March 18, 2016).
Provides overview of Zika transmission and reported cases, lessons related to executive orders 
and emergency declarations from the West Nile virus outbreak that can be applied to Zika, 
discussion of community action plans and lessons learned from the dengue outbreak in Florida, 
and review of the legal plans and relationships that are important during an infectious disease 
outbreak.

• Emergency Legal Preparedness Concerning Zika Virus: Primer
James Hodge, NETWORK FOR PUBLIC HEALTH LAW (September 30, 2016)
Discusses legal and policy responses to Zika, including responses from the World Health 
Organization, federal government, and state governments, as well as emerging law and policy 
issues, such as liability, privacy concerns, reproductive health, and travel restrictions.

• Legal Approaches to Dealing with Public Health Issues like the Zika Virus Across Jurisdictions AMERICAN 
BAR ASSOCIATION (August 18, 2016) 
Gives an overview of legal environment that is highlighted by Zika and discusses the domestic 
legal and policy framework for addressing issues like Zika, as well as domestic and international 
legal and policy responses to emerging public health issues.

• Combating the Zika Virus: Mosquito-Control and the Law
NETWORK FOR PUBLIC HEALTH LAW (July 21, 2016) (webinar) 

http://www.astho.org/Zika/Resources/S-T-Health-Departments/
https://comm.ncsl.org/productfiles/84474079/Penn_Zika_ppt.pdf
https://goto.webcasts.com/starthere.jsp?ei=1096500
http://www.cdc.gov/zap/pdfs/using-policy-to-increase-public-understanding.pdf
http://www.apha.org/%7E/media/files/pdf/webinars/zika_webinar_slides.ashx
https://www.networkforphl.org/_asset/gwmfm9/Zika-Virus-2016---Network-Primer.pdf
http://shop.americanbar.org/eBus/Store/ProductDetails.aspx?productId=253358331&ptype=On-Demand%20CLE---WEB_FACET_4%7EAudio%20and%20Video%7EOn-Demand%20CLE%7EONDEMAND&pclass=ONDEMAND&ptopic=Public%20Health%20Law---Health%20Law%7EPublic%20Health%20Law
https://www.networkforphl.org/webinars/2016/07/21/794/combating_the_zika_virus_mosquito-control_and_the_law
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Provides overview of Zika, discusses related legal and policy responses, and discusses disease 
surveillance and reporting, mosquito control and abatement, state and local legislation, as well 
as executive orders and emergency declarations.  

• Legal Preparedness for Zika Virus: Law as a Tool to Protect Public Health  
Aubrey Joy Corcoran, ARIZONA OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL, presentation at the Arizona Zika 
Action Plan Summit (May 24, 2016) 
Discusses state police power, mosquito abatement-related laws, emergency declarations, and 
other uses of law as a public health tool in the context of Zika. 

• Zika Virus Workshop: Public Health and Legal Control Measures 
UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON LAW CENTER (April 8, 2016)  
Discusses public health and legal control measures for public health professionals, county and 
city government officials, and the public. 
 

Commentaries 
• Zika Virus and the Intersection of Medical and Legal Triage 

James Hodge et al., JURIST (February 18, 2016) 
Discusses the intersection of medical and legal decisions made in response to the Zika outbreak. 
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For further technical assistance with this inventory, please contact phlawprogram@cdc.gov. PHLP 
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http://www.azdhs.gov/documents/preparedness/epidemiology-disease-control/mosquito-borne/zika/zika-summit/b1-legal-preparedness-for-zika-virus.pdf
http://uh.mediasite.com/mediasite/Play/e9eb7ca5e202494596e16af91e140b771d
http://www.jurist.org/forum/2016/02/james-hodge-zika-virus.php
mailto:phlawprogram@cdc.gov
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