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PHHS Block Grant
Provides Funding to – 
ALL 50 STATES +
District of Columbia
2 American Indian tribes 
5 US territories
3 freely associated states
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PHHS Block Grant 
Has been funded by Congress for more than 35 years and is administered by the Center for State, Tribal, Local, and Territorial Support (CSTLTS) in the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
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PHHS Block Grant 
Grantees can use funding from the PHHS Block Grant to – 
Set their own public health goals and program objectives
Align their activities to any of the Healthy People 2020 objectives
Implement innovative and community-driven methods that meet their priority public health needs
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PHHS Block Grant 
In 2017, CSTLTS surveyed grantees to assess how the PHHS Block Grant helps grantees address public health needs and achieve key outcomes. 
Nearly all grantees (57 of 61) completed the survey.
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PHHS Block Grant Key Evaluation Findings
Collectively, grantees are using their funds to —
Improve the ability to collect essential data
Increase the efficiency and effectiveness of operations, programs, and services
Address emerging public health needs or problems in their jurisdictions
Implement public health interventions that are known to work
0:01:12
Improve the ability to collect essential data
74% of grantees used PHHS Block Grant funds to develop, improve, and/or maintain one or more information systems
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Improve the ability to collect essential data
40 grantees
112 local health departments
12 tribal health departments
164 health departments developed, improved, and/or maintained a total of 153 information systems – 
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Increase the efficiency and effectiveness of operations, programs, and services
67% of grantees used PHHS Block Grant funds for a quality improvement effort
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Increase the efficiency and effectiveness of operations, programs, and services
30 grantees
344 local health departments
2 tribal health departments
376 health departments improved the efficiency and/or effectiveness of one or more operations, programs, or services
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Address emerging public health needs or problems in their jurisdictions
68% of grantees used PHHS Block Grant funds to address emerging public health needs in their jurisdictions
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Address emerging public health needs or problems in their jurisdictions
Health departments addressed 111 emerging public health needs, spanning a variety of topic areas, such as —
opioid and prescription drug abuse
STDs
obesity
diabetes
foodborne illnesses
workforce development
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Implement public health interventions that are known to work
84% of grantees used PHHS Block Grant funds to implement public health interventions.
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Implement public health interventions that are known to work
90% of the interventions, (568) implemented using PHHS Block Grant funds were evidence-based, which means they have been known to work
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PHHS Block Grant Survey Results
Findings showed that the PHHS Block Grant is supporting vital public health activities in grantees’ jurisdictions:
1. Improving and maintaining information systems to provide timely, actionable data for decision-making
2. Increasing the efficiency and effectiveness of programs and services to improve their communities' health
3. Addressing emerging public health needs specific to their jurisdiction 
4. Implementing public health interventions that are known to work
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PHHS Block Grant Resources
To learn more about these and other findings of this evaluation, visit https://www.cdc.gov/phhsblockgrant/2017evaluationreport.htm
To learn more about the PHHS Block Grant overall, visit 
https://www.cdc.gov/phhsblockgrant
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