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Using Trauma Registry Data To Improve 
Outcomes and Prevent Injuries   
Wyoming consistently ranks among the top 10 worst states for rates of all 
injury-related deaths. Unintentional injury is the number one cause of death 
for Wyoming residents aged 1–44 years. Many injuries, occurring all too often 
in daily living, can be prevented, or their consequences reduced. The Wyoming 
Department of Health-Public Health Division used part of its 2014 Preventive 
Health and Health Services (PHHS) Block Grant funding to help support the 
Wyoming Trauma Program (WTP). The WTP focuses on developing and improving 
the statewide trauma care system. In addition, the state used these funds to 
create the Wyoming Injury Prevention Program (WIPP). 

Building on its 2014 program enhancements, Wyoming used part of its 2015 
PHHS Block Grant funding to support the WTP’s Trauma Registry, which collects 
statewide data on the most severely injured patients treated in Wyoming’s 
hospitals. In addition, the state used PHHS Block Grant funds to commission an 
extensive review and inventory of the Trauma Registry data by an epidemiologist. 
The WTP is using this comprehensive data report to develop benchmarks for 
measuring clinical care of the trauma patient, assessing the performance of 
Wyoming’s trauma care system, and identifying opportunities for improvement. 

The WTP manager informs health facility trauma coordinators about changes to 
the registry, teaches them how to ensure the information they submit is accurate 
and as useful as possible, and shows them how to use registry data to improve 
clinical care. Information about the most common injuries and injury patterns 
across the state also supports prevention efforts. The epidemiologist’s report and 
the Trauma Registry data are available to the WIPP and other stakeholders for use 
in developing prevention programs.

The usefulness of Wyoming’s injury data depends on the quality of information 
submitted by hospitals to the Trauma Registry. PHHS Block Grant funding helps 
the Public Health Division obtain accurate data so the WTP can continue to 
improve clinical outcomes and the WIPP can continue to help residents live  
safer lives. 
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PHHS Block Grant funding helps 
the Wyoming Trauma Program and 
Wyoming Injury Prevention Program 
track injury-related data and use these 
data to analyze and prevent injuries. 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
Office for State, Tribal, Local and Territorial Support



Preventive Health and Health  
Services Block Grant

What is the PHHS Block Grant?
The Preventive Health and Health Services (PHHS) Block Grant provides flexible 
federal funding to 61 states, tribes, and US territories. These grantees use the 
funding to meet vital public health needs within their jurisdictions that align 
with national priorities—the Healthy People (HP) 2020 objectives. 

Block Grant Investment Across the Nation
In fiscal year 2015, the 61 grantees received about $126 million from the 
PHHS Block Grant to support critical programs and services. Most funds (85%) 
supported HP 2020 objectives in 10 key areas: 1) Public Health Infrastructure,  
2) Education and Community-Based Programs, 3) Injury and Violence 
Prevention, 4) Nutrition and Weight Status, 5) Heart Disease and Stroke 
Prevention, 6) Environmental Health, 7) Immunization and Infectious Diseases, 
8) Emergency Medical Services, 9) Oral Health, and 10) Physical Activity.

Public Health Infrastructure was the most funded area (26% of total funding); 
43 grantees directed funds toward public health systems assessment, health 
improvement planning, accreditation, quality improvement, laboratory services, 
and other infrastructure activities. Education and Community-Based Programs 
was the second-most funded area (21% of total funding); 29 grantees directed 
funds toward community-based primary prevention services, worksite health 
promotion programs, and culturally appropriate community health programs.

Grantees also directed funds toward supporting local organizations working to 
improve community health (27% of total funding) and reduce health disparities 
(23% of total funding). 

2015 Top-Funded Health Areas

Excludes all non-discretionary funding: 
administrative costs (up to 10%), direct 
assistance, and funds set aside for sexual 
violence (rape prevention).

Heart Disease & Stroke 
Prevention

5%

Nutrition & Weight Status
8%

Education & Community- 
Based Programs

21%

Public Health Infrastructure
26%

Injury & Violence Prevention
8%

Other
15%

Physical Activity
3%

Emergency Medical Services
3%

Environmental Health
3%

Immunization & Infectious Diseases
3%

Oral Health
3%

Please visit www.cdc.gov/phhsblockgrant for more information.
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