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Ebola Information Flows 24/7 Via the  
California Health Alert Network
State health departments use a Health Alert Network (HAN) system to send email 
and telephone alerts when there is a public health emergency. These alerts help 
make sure that all medical providers and first responders get the same information 
at the same time about diseases and public health emergencies. The California 
Department of Public Health used a portion of Preventive Health and Health 
Services (PHHS) Block Grant funds to expand the California Health Alert Network 
(CAHAN) in 2014. 

CAHAN operates 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days a year. More than 
37,000 people from state and federal government agencies, county public health 
departments, hospitals, medical offices, and city emergency medical services 
receive the CAHAN alerts. Most alerts have either detailed health information or 
instructions about what to do during a public health emergency. 

After the first Ebola case was diagnosed in the United States in October 2014, 
California used CAHAN to share information and alerts about Ebola with medical 
and public health organizations across the state. More than 100 CAHAN messages 
were sent about Ebola between October and December 2014. The messages 
announced upcoming conference calls to discuss Ebola, how many people in 
California might have been exposed to Ebola when they traveled to West Africa,  
and which hospitals someone could go to if they thought they might have Ebola. 

Because PHHS Block Grant funds supported the CAHAN system’s expansion, 
health departments were able to share important information about Ebola across 
the entire state. Medical providers and first responders all received the same 
information at once and knew what was happening with Ebola in California. CAHAN 
helps to keep the public safe and saves health departments time, money, and 
resources when they are communicating about emergencies.

    

How California Invested
PHHS Block Grant Funding

Total FY 2015 Funding: $9,385,579
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What is the PHHS Block Grant?
The Preventive Health and Health Services (PHHS) Block Grant provides flexible 
federal funding to 61 states, tribes, and US territories. These grantees use the 
funding to meet vital public health needs within their jurisdictions that align 
with national priorities—the Healthy People (HP) 2020 objectives. 

Block Grant Investment Across the Nation
In fiscal year 2015, the 61 grantees received about $126 million from the 
PHHS Block Grant to support critical programs and services. Most funds (85%) 
supported HP 2020 objectives in 10 key areas: 1) Public Health Infrastructure,  
2) Education and Community-Based Programs, 3) Injury and Violence 
Prevention, 4) Nutrition and Weight Status, 5) Heart Disease and Stroke 
Prevention, 6) Environmental Health, 7) Immunization and Infectious Diseases, 
8) Emergency Medical Services, 9) Oral Health, and 10) Physical Activity.

Public Health Infrastructure was the most funded area (26% of total funding); 
43 grantees directed funds toward public health systems assessment, health 
improvement planning, accreditation, quality improvement, laboratory services, 
and other infrastructure activities. Education and Community-Based Programs 
was the second-most funded area (21% of total funding); 29 grantees directed 
funds toward community-based primary prevention services, worksite health 
promotion programs, and culturally appropriate community health programs.

Grantees also directed funds toward supporting local organizations working to 
improve community health (27% of total funding) and reduce health disparities 
(23% of total funding). 

2015 Top-Funded Health Areas

Excludes all non-discretionary funding: 
administrative costs (up to 10%), direct 
assistance, and funds set aside for sexual 
violence (rape prevention).
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Please visit www.cdc.gov/phhsblockgrant for more information.

http://www.cdc.gov/phhsblockgrant

