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Background
Since 1995, the CDC Steven M. Teutsch Prevention Effectiveness Fellowship (PEF) 
has addressed an ongoing demand for expertise in:

•• Quantitative policy analysis
•• Health economics-based inquiry
•• Integrative health services research

The PEF is a 2-year postdoctoral applied research fellowship for those who want to 
gain quantitative policy analysis experience and the capability to 
consider economic issues when evaluating and formulating public health policy. 
Professional support and career development for fellows are provided through 
advanced training, workshops, research seminars, and peer discussion groups.

PEF in Action 
Fellows use economic evaluation, decision and operations analyses, and simulation 
and modeling techniques to understand determinants of health, morbidity, mortality, 
health inequalities, healthcare usage, and expenditures — and to impart information 
that aids decisions regarding allocation and use of health resources.

Each fellow is assigned to a position within CDC that provides the opportunity
to conduct prevention effectiveness studies on public health issues, including:

•• Influenza and vaccine-preventable diseases
•• Injuries (falls, motor vehicle accidents, violence)
•• Chronic diseases (diabetes, cancer, heart disease, asthma)
•• HIV/AIDS — domestic and global

Fellows take a lead role in designing and conducting applied research and work 
closely with national and international experts in public health. They are
encouraged to present and publish in their area of expertise. 

Eligibility
Applicants to the PEF must meet the following criteria:

• Possess a doctoral degree in economics or applied economics, decision
sciences, health services research or related health sciences, industrial
engineering or operations research, public policy or policy analysis, or a
related quantitatively-oriented field (medical degree with additional
relevant training is acceptable)

• Non-U.S. citizens must be legal permanent residents or eligible for H1B or
J-1status prior to the program’s start date.

• Be willing to relocate to Atlanta

How to Apply
Applications are accepted online at http://www.cdc.gov/pef from October 
through mid-January.

Check us out online: http://www.cdc.gov/pef 

CDC Steven M. Teutsch Prevention 
Effectiveness Fellowship

Phone: 404-498-6324; E-mail: pef@cdc.gov 
1600 Clifton Road, N.E., Mailstop E-92 Atlanta, GA  30333



PEF Activities
Examples of research performed by PE fellows include:

•• �Medical Examination of Aliens — Removal of Human Immunodeficiency 
Virus (HIV) Infection from Definition of Communicable Disease of Public 
Health Significance. As a direct result of an economic model developed 
to assess the costs and benefits of the proposed rule change, HHS and CDC 
proposed the removal of HIV infection from the list of communicable diseases of 
public health significance.

•• �Influenza Vaccine and Asthma. The receipt of seasonal influenza vaccine 
by people with asthma was found to be associated with fewer acute asthma 
episodes, lower asthma-related non-prescription expenditures, but higher 
expenditures on prescription medication. This research supports a policy 
recommendation of routine seasonal influenza vaccination of individuals with 
persistent asthma. Data suggest that this vaccination may potentially save the 
U.S. over $1 billion dollars in medical costs per year.

•• �Economic Burden of Cancer in the U.S. The cost of treating cancer has 
doubled over the past 20 years. The research identified 3 trends in the total costs 
of cancer: 1) the medical costs of cancer have nearly doubled; 2) cancer costs 
have shifted away from the inpatient setting; and 3) the share of these costs 
paid for by private insurance and Medicaid have increased.

•• �Concentration Index for Measuring Income-Related Health Inequality. 
The concentration index (CI) is an important tool widely used by health 
economists to quantify health inequality. This research on CI makes an 
important contribution by providing a solution for consistent and replicable 
estimates of health inequality even when there are substantial biases in the 
ranking welfare indicator.

Health Services Research

•  Fellows come from a range of academic
   backgrounds — the most common are economics
   and policy analysis

• Many have extensive research experience

• Most choose to accept positions with CDC
  at the end of their fellowship

 Who are PE Fellows?

Academic Background of Fellows
2009–2010 Classes (N=15)

Academic Background of Fellows
2009 –2010 Classes (N=15)

Decision Sciences
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