What is Public Health Practice?
As defined by the Public Health Practice Council – January 31, 2007
1. The functions of public health: assessment, policy development, and assurance carried out in the field, as a function of government to provide public services.
2. Implementation (or carrying out) of programs and services to improve public health.

3. a) Real effect – “Where the rubber meets the road”; b) Applying all the science knowledge, experience to our public; c) Evaluating, measuring impacts on health.

4. The application of proven tools/interventions that generate a positive health outcome.

5. a) Public Health Practice – The application of public health science at the delivery level (can be federal, state, local); b) The application results in service to the public and better health status. 

6. The application of the 10 essential services through the broad public health system; policy development should be driven through shared leadership; translation of policy into practice; implementation of evidence-based science into interventions. 

7. a) Continual quality improvement of public health decision making and the provision of public health services; b) Focus on the governmental public health system; c) Translating science into action and health outcome improvement. 

8. A core process, established set of activities and universal understanding of related functions in the promotion of public health.
9. Implementation, intervention, infrastructure.
10. a) Does it “play” in the field; b) Is it realistic for field practitioners?; c) Is it practical, understandable, relevant to the state, local, tribal, or ?? workforce.

11. Preventing outgoing ?? disease in populations of people.
12. Improving programs so that people, i.e. the public, is better off. 

13. Using evidence-based interventions to help the most vulnerable improve their health and lives. 

14. The specific guidelines, standards, operating procedures, methods, used to conduct public health programs at local and state health departments.

15. a) Actions and decisions to protect and improve health for all people in all places; b) Public health professionals, agencies, partners, and individuals work to protect and improve the health of people and communities.; c) The art and science of action to improve health for populations of individuals and families in their respective settings. 

16. a) Establishing priorities and strategies for improving public health at all (federal, state, local) governmental levels; b) Managing technical, human and fiscal resources in support of efforts to achieve public health goals; c) With particular emphasis on translating public health science into application/effect/impact. 

17. a) Public health practice is the collective of people, programs, and processes that contribute to the operational effectiveness of public health activities at state, local, and tribal levels; b) The “doing” of public health, not the “researching” of public health c) Program vs. science. 
18. It depends on your organization’s position within the “system” for CDC – The practices, protocols, systems and strategies that the agency needs to build, cultivate and employ to connect with the larger public health system (domestic and international), translated our science sand evidence into action, communicate our guidelines, policies and recommendations, invest resources directed to our agency, and engage with all pointes of the public health system. 
19. a) Government-sponsored activities that support the health of the population; b) Government-supported as compared to non-governmental which could be defined as “community health.”; c) Education/promotion, resource development, surveillance, clinical services. 
20.  Engaging public health system partners in the practice consciousness at CDC.
21. “The strategic, organized, and interdisciplinary application of knowledge, skills, and competencies necessary to perform essential public health services and other activities to improve the population's health."  Source: Demonstrating Excellence in Academic Public Health Practice.  Association of Schools of Public Health (June 1999).
