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This group was not convened under the Federal Advisory Committee Act, or FACA, which requires adherence to specific regulations regarding balance of the committee membership, openness to the public, process for reaching consensus, and the obligation to consider alternate viewpoints. Instead, it was convened under a limited exception to FACA, the Intragovernmental committee exception.

The intragovernmental committee exception allows any committee composed wholly of full-time or permanent part-time officers or employees of the Federal government to meet without invoking FACA.  This group may seek consensus.
However, in order for this group to carry out its activities under this limited exception without invoking FACA, certain procedures should be followed:

Interaction with outside consultants/experts: 
The composition of the Council on Public Health Practice (Council), in order to fit within the limited “intragovernmental committee” exception to FACA, must be limited solely to employees of CDC.  Outside colleagues may be invited to participate from time to time.  But:

a. The experts/consultants may not be members of the Council;

b. The Council may seek comments from “external reviewers” regarding reports and other necessary documents; however these “external reviewers” must independently review any such documents and offer their individual comments/opinions—not reaching consensus;

c. The experts/consultants may be asked to participate in Council meetings only to provide the group with general information and to exchange ideas; and,

d. Experts/consultants may not participate in the consensus process.  

