NATIONAL OUTBREAK REPORTING SYSTEM
“ANIMAL” SECTION
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Introduction

Welcome to the NORS training guide for outbreaks where animal contact was reported as
the primary mode of transmission. This guide assumes that you have already completed
the training for the NORS General Section and Etiology tabs, and will show you how to
complete the Animal tab after filling in the information contained in the those tabs. If
“Animal Contact” is chosen as the primary mode of transmission, a green tab labeled
“Animal” will be at the top of your screen. Click the tab to start entering animal contact
data. There are only a few fields to fill in. If you need clarification about what a
specific question means or what data to enter, just click the “?” button next to the
guestion to link to the NORS Guidance Document. Note: for more details on NORS
reporting, refer to the NORS Guidance Document.

Information entered into each tab is automatically saved, UNLESS you log out or

click on the NORS Menu links at the top of the page. To save information entered
before logging out or clicking on the NORS Menu links, click “Save Report.”

Tab: Animal

In this example, we will enter in data for an animal contact outbreak spread by hamsters
purchased from a pet store.

e First, click on “Add Animal Contact.”

e Under “Settings of Exposure,” select the setting that best fits the exposure. For
this example, we will select “Pet Store.”

e Next, under “Animal Type, ” select the animal type from the list. “‘Hamster” is not

listed so “rodent, other” should be selected, then write “Hamster” in the
“Remarks” box.
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You can also use the “Remarks” box to specify the setting of exposure if the one
you need is not included in the current drop-down list.

Once you are finished entering the data, click on “Save.” If you need to edit the
information after you’ve clicked “Save,” just click anywhere on the record line
and the box will open. If you need to delete the information, click on the black

“X” located on the right-hand side of the record line.

If you need to enter more than one setting of exposure or more than one type of
animal, click on “Add Animal Contact” again and enter the additional
information.
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