Health Hazard Evaluation of Deepwater Horizon Response Workers

On May 28, 2010, BP requested a health hazard evaluation of Deepwater Horizon Response workers. The first
interim report from this health hazard evaluation was released on June 23, 2010. This card summarizes what
NIOSH found.

Seven fishermen were hospitalized on May 26, 2010, having headache, upper respiratory irritation or congestion,
nausea, elevated self-monitored blood pressure, fatigue, and chest pain or pressure. Two had other serious but
common medical problems; five were observed because of reported chemical exposure.

Although early investigations focused on dispersants as the cause of the symptoms, NIOSH investigators conclude that
dispersant use was unlikely to be the cause; rather, unpleasant odors, heat, and fatigue, among other factors, played
a role. NIOSH investigators recommended improving worker training, coordinationefillness/injury investigation
and follow-up, and occupational health resources in the local community. '

NIOSH investigators completed industrial hygiene surveys, health symptom surveys, and medical interviews
during a small area dispersant mission on two motor vessels, the M/V International Peace and the M/V Warrior,
on June 4-5, 2010. On this mission, personnel applied dispersant to the water surface from the deck of one vessel
and personnel on the other monitored the dispersed oil under the surface and collected water samples. On all air
samples, concentrations of volatile organic chemicals were well below occupational exposure limits (OELs) or were
not detected. Even on an additive basis, the mixtures of chemicals measured in the air were a fraction (<10%) of
acceptable levels.
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