
 
 
 

 

The Center coordinates a NIOSH initiative to prevent work-related motor 
vehicle crashes, which account for 35% of worker fatalities in the U.S. It is 
hosted by the Division of Safety Research in Morgantown, West Virginia. 
Researchers in the Center have expertise in epidemiology, safety engineering, 
psychology, injury surveillance, crash investigation, safety management, 
human factors, and policy analysis. Many of the Center’s projects focus on 
workers at highest risk, such as truck drivers and emergency responders. Other 
projects address road safety for workers in all industries and occupations.   

 

 

What is the NIOSH Center for Motor Vehicle Safety? 
 How can I get more 

information about 
the Center? 
To learn more about the 
Center’s research and 
publications, visit the NIOSH 
Motor Vehicle Safety web 
page at: 
http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/
topics/motorvehicle, and 
follow us on Twitter. 

  
@NIOSH_MVSafety 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
    

 

 

 
 

 
 
Truck drivers have the 
highest risk of work-related 
motor vehicle fatalities of 
any occupation. 
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The NIOSH Center for Motor Vehicle Safety uses a multidisciplinary 
approach to conduct research, evaluate interventions, communicate 
prevention information, and foster partnerships to protect workers from 
work-related motor vehicle crashes and resulting injuries.    

What is the mission of the Center? 

How does the Center set priorities? 
The Center for Motor Vehicle Safety has developed a strategic plan to guide its 
work through 2018. The plan is based on goals in five strategic areas: 

• Advancing understanding of risk factors for work-related crashes 

• Implementing engineering and technology-based safety interventions 

• Implementing comprehensive, evidence-based road safety 
management policies 

• Engaging in global collaborations to prevent work-related crashes 

• Making clear and concise guidance and information products available 
to workers, employers, and other stakeholders 
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Researchers in the Center are working to better understand crash risk factors: 
• Analyzing survey data for long-haul truck drivers about occupational injuries, 

health status and behaviors, employment characteristics, and fatigue 
• Surveying taxi drivers and law enforcement officers about crash history, road 

safety attitudes and behaviors, and workplace safety policies 
• Collaborating with other federal agencies to develop a linked database on worker 

demographics, crash circumstances, and risk factors 
• Working with stakeholders in the oil and gas industry to identify best practices 

Researchers in the Center are evaluating the effectiveness of promising road 
safety interventions: 
• In-vehicle monitoring systems in light-vehicle fleets 
• Advanced Driver Assistance Systems and other technologies to promote safer 

operation of fire trucks and heavy trucks 
• Assessing the effectiveness of road safety management interventions by 

analyzing motor vehicle claims data 

Researchers in the Center are contributing to the design of safer work vehicles: 
• Providing truck manufacturers with body-size  measurements and digital models 

to guide the design of  truck cabs that will be safer for drivers 
• Conducting comprehensive human-factors evaluations of ambulance patient 

compartments to ensure worker safety 

Researchers in the Center contribute to national and international road safety 
standards, and they participate in many other outside activities, including: 
• ANSI/ASSE Z15.1- 2012 consensus standard, Safe Practices for Motor Vehicle 

Operations 
• ISO 39001: 2012 consensus standard, Road Traffic Safety (RTS) Management 

Systems – Requirements with Guidance for Use 
• Ambulance standards from the Society of Automotive Engineers, National Fire 

Protection Association, and vehicle manufacturers 
• The United Nations Road Safety Collaboration 
• Transportation Research Board committees on truck and bus safety, vehicle user 

characteristics, travel survey methods, and global road safety 

 

 

What are researchers in the Center working on now? 
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Motor-vehicle crash risk cuts 
across all industries and 
occupations. The Center also 
works toward solutions that can 
be applied in passenger-vehicle 
fleets. 
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Anthropometric research will 
lead to safer designs for truck 
cabs, with improvements in 
visibility, access to controls, and 
seatbelt comfort. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Several projects in the Center 
address the special road safety 
risks for firefighters and other 
emergency responders. 
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How does the Center work with partners? 
Our partners, both public and private sector, work with us by participating 
directly in research, providing funding or technical assistance, or helping to 
distribute research results and educational materials.  

To learn how your organization can work with the Center, please contact 
Stephanie Pratt, PhD, Coordinator, NIOSH Center for Motor Vehicle Safety 
(sgp2@cdc.gov). 

 


	What is the mission of the Center?
	What is the NIOSH Center for Motor Vehicle Safety?
	How does the Center set priorities?
	How does the Center work with partners?
	What are researchers in the Center working on now?
	Several projects in the Center address the special road safety risks for firefighters and other emergency responders.
	Photo: Thinkstock


