
Annual Performance Report for 2007-2008 
Texas Occupational Health Surveillance - Fundamental 

 
Name of State and PI 
Texas Department of State Health Services, PI John F. Villanacci, Ph.D., NREMTI. Brienne 
Diebolt-Brown has replaced Jennifer Sievert as Program Coordinator for the TX Occupational 
Health Surveillance/Pesticide Exposure Surveillance Programs.   
 
Program  
Fundamental Program  
 
Major Accomplishments 
Contributed data and analysis for the Epidemiology in Texas 2006 Annual Report. This report 
provides a yearly summary of incidence data, outbreak reports, and case narrative that enable 
health professionals and the public to understand, monitor, and prevent disease, injuries, and 
other health conditions in Texas. http://www.dshs.state.tx.us/idcu/data/Annual/2000s/2006/ 
This document has the intermediate outcome of being able to influence legislation during the 
2009 Texas legislation session. 
 
Contributed data and analysis for the South Texas Health Status Review published by the 
Institute for Health Promotion Research at the University of Texas Health Science Center in San 
Antonio. This document is the first ever published in Texas to statistically describe and illustrate 
the health disparities that afflict the residents of South Texas. This document has the potential 
outcome of being able to influence workplace practices and the intermediate outcome of being 
able to influence legislation during the 2009 Texas legislation session. 
 
Presented 2001-2006 data to organizations such as the El Paso Office of Border Health, 
American Society of Safety Engineers, safety engineers who attended Department of Insurance’s 
Safety Summit, and municipal workers for the cities of Fort Worth and Lubbock, Texas. 
 
Forged a stronger partnership with the Texas Department of Insurance (formerly Texas Workers’ 
Compensation Commission) in order to access data, and to create training videos and more 
education of occupational injuries.  
 
The program added questions to the 2007 BRFSS to collect data to estimate the prevalence of 
workers with work-related injuries, to assess the magnitude of underreporting to WC, and to 
explore reasons for which claims are not being filed. 
 
Presented indicator data to faculty and staff at Southwest Center for Occupational and 
Environmental Health (SWCOEH) in order to find collaboration in analyzing data and recruited 
Ph.D. candidate Robert Nobles to conduct a program evaluation for year three of grant.  
 
Lessons Learned  
Data availability is limited by funding and staffing: 
 
We were unable to access data for indicators # 5: State Workers Compensation Claims for 
Amputations with Lost Work-Time and # 8: Carpal Tunnel Syndrome Cases Filed with the State 
Workers' Compensation System. Despite our strong relationship with the Texas Department of 
Insurance, they have staffing and software problems and are unable to provide us with data for 
the last year of data collection.  
 
We were unable to gather data from the EMS/Trauma Registry staff due to their lack of funding 
and staffing as well.  
 



We need to forge a stronger relationship with Southwest Center for Occupational and 
Environmental Health (SWCOEH) in order to conduct a symposium and utilize graduate students 
for practicum work.  
 
Plans for Next Year 
 
Plan to partner with Texas Department of Insurance to create bilingual training video in fall of 
2008. 
 
Submission of an abstract or poster for presentation at a national conference. 
 
Staff will continue to pursue the opportunity to involve graduate student and faculty researchers 
from SWCOEH and other DSHS staff for more detailed data analyses related to occupational 
illness and injury indicators. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Annual Performance Report for 2007-2008 
Texas Occupational Health Surveillance - Pesticide  

 
 
 
Name of State and PI 
Texas Department of State Health Services, PI John F. Villanacci, Ph.D., NREMTI. Brienne 
Diebolt-Brown has replaced Jennifer Sievert as Program Coordinator for the TX Occupational 
Health Surveillance/Pesticide Exposure Surveillance Programs.   
 
Program  
Pesticide Exposure Surveillance in Texas program. 
 
Major Accomplishments 
Contributed data and analysis for the Epidemiology in Texas 2006 Annual Report. This report 
provides a yearly summary of incidence data, outbreak reports, and case narrative that enable 
health professionals and the public to understand, monitor, and prevent disease, injuries, and 
other health conditions in Texas. 
 
Contributed data and analysis for the South Texas Health Status Review published by the 
Institute for Health Promotion Research at the University of Texas Health Science Center in San 
Antonio. This document is the first ever published in Texas to statistically describe and illustrate 
the health disparities that afflict the residents of South Texas. 
 
Printed 2,000 calendars with pesticide exposure and reporting information and distributed 500 
calendars to local health departments, migrant health clinics and governmental stakeholders. 
 
Contributed pesticide data for forthcoming MMWR article on total-release fogger exposures.  
 
Strengthened alliances with the Texas Poison Center Network, Texas Department of Agriculture, 
Structural Pest Control Board, Texas Department of Insurance, and Office of Border Health.  
 
Met quarterly with regional ad-hoc committee along Texas border near El Paso. This committee 
comprises the Environmental Protection Agency, Texas Poison Center Network, Texas 
Department of Agriculture, Office of Border Health, New Mexico Department of Health and local 
NGOs such as the Migrant Clinicians’ Network and El Paso Migrant Shelter. Our goal is to forge a 
strong partnership so that we can collaborate in educating migrant workers in West Texas about 
occupational hazards such as pesticide exposure and even test them annually for 
organophosphate metabolites.  
 
Created an online informational survey for approximately 7,000 Texas health care providers who 
may see patients with pesticide exposure. The survey is intended to educate them about 
reporting requirements and identification of possible pesticide exposures.  
 
Constructed a relationship with the Texas DSHS Chemical Threat Lab in order to collaborate in 
testing migrant workers for organophosphate urinary metabolites. 
 
Lessons Learned  
Re-created regional ad-hoc committee along Texas border and came up with numerous plans to 
collaborate, educate and conduct testing. However, committee is large and a bit disorganized. It 
will take more work and collaboration to achieve our goals of conducting a urinary metabolite 
study and finding appropriate funding to do so. 
 
Plans for Next Year 
Continue with plans to collaborate with New Mexico, regional ad-hoc committee and Chemical 
Threat Lab. 



 
Strengthen stakeholder relationships. 
 
 


