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Fundamental 
 

Major accomplishments and outputs 
 
In the past year, OWIIPP was able to augment the existing surveillance system. 
Specifically, staff obtained access to Oregon Poison Center (OPC) data and developed 
a query to identify work-related cases of carbon monoxide poisoning in the state. Staff 
also established a relationship with OCHIN, an organization that provides electronic 
medical record services for clinics that serve medically underserved populations, to 
obtain electronic medical records for suspected/confirmed diagnoses of pesticide 
poisoning. 
 
OWIIPP maintained an active role in the Young Worker Health & Safety Coalition. Staff 
presented Oregon-specific injury data about young workers, participated in a day-long 
track for youth at the Oregon Governor's Occupational Safety & Health Conference, and 
provided assistance with developing the coalition’s website. Staff also contributed to the 
coalition’s annual video contest for high school students. Students across Oregon 
created 30-second public service announcements promoting young worker safety and 
health. The contest was designed to prevent work-related injuries among youth. The 
winning videos were aired in Oregon movie theaters. 
 
OWIIPP developed and published various education and outreach materials, including:  

 Putting Data to Work – A publication that provides an introduction to the 
epidemiology of a work-related injury or illness and prevention recommendations. 
Recent editions focus on work-related asthma, young workers, and noise-
induced hearing loss. 

 Preparing for Pandemic Flu – A booklet that provides an overview of pandemic 
flu, tips for individuals and employers to prepare for pandemic flu, and prevention 
recommendations.  

 “Winded at Work” – An edition of CD Summary, bi-monthly newsletter for health 
care providers in Oregon, that presents data about the incidence/prevalence of 
work-related asthma in the state and builds awareness about workplace 
sources/exposures that can cause or exacerbate asthma. 

 Occupational Health in Oregon – A report on worker health in Oregon that 
includes sections on workforce characteristics, fatal and non-fatal injuries, toxic 
exposures, occupational diseases, and special populations. 

 Peer-reviewed journal articles. 
o Pyrethrin and pyrethroid illnesses in the Pacific Northwest: A five-year 

review. Staff used acute pesticide poisoning data from Oregon and 
Washington from 2001-2005 to analyze cases of acute pyrethrin and 
pyrethroid poisonings. The findings contribute to knowledge of health risks 
associated with pesticide exposures, especially to vulnerable populations. 
The manuscript was published in the January/February 2009 edition of 
Public Health Reports.  

o Occupational injuries to Oregon workers younger than 25 years: An 
analysis of Workers' Compensation claims, 2000-2007. Staff analyzed 
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accepted disabling workers’ compensation claims among Oregon young 
workers by age group (≤17 year olds; 18-19 years olds; and 20-24 year 
olds) and calculated rates by hours worked. The manuscript, submitted in 
March 2009, is currently in peer-review status at the American Journal of 
Industrial Medicine. 

 
Plans 
 
OWIIPP will continue surveillance and prevention efforts as outlined in the grant. 
Special projects that will be continued or finalized include: 

 Select criteria and build additional queries to identify other work-related 
poisonings in the OPC data 

 Match suspected/diagnosed cases of pesticide poisoning found in OCHIN data to 
cases captured in the Public Health Division’s pesticide surveillance system for 
2006 and 2007 to assess physician under-reporting in Oregon 

 Evaluate the state’s voluntary safe patient handling program in acute-care 
facilities 

 Complete the development of and disseminate a short CME module about work-
related asthma or pesticide poisonings 

 Obtain access to cost model database to more fully explore the cost of indicator-
related conditions 
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Burn injuries 
 

Major accomplishments and outputs 
 
The OWIIPP team continued to assess the magnitude and cost of burn injuries in state. 
The burn injury surveillance system was evaluated by an Epidemic Intelligence Service 
Officer using CDC’s “Updated Guidelines for Evaluating Public Health Surveillance 
Systems.” The evaluation indicated that efforts should be made to increase the 
surveillance system’s sensitivity by obtaining additional data sources that will capture 
uncompensated and non-disabling burns. Efforts should also be made to integrate and 
harmonize the various data sources to produce a more cohesive surveillance system. 
 
During the period, OWIIPP staff met with the Oregon Restaurant Association to learn 
about each other’s priorities and discuss areas of mutual interest. Staff continued work 
with the Oregon Burn Center (OBC). Specifically, staff developed a short, five-question 
survey to evaluate the level of knowledge gained from an OBC educational module 
about electrical burns and the impact of the graphic images used to convey prevention 
messages.  
 
OWIIPP developed and published various education and outreach materials, including: 

 Putting Data to Work – A publication that provides an introduction to the 
epidemiology of a work-related injury or illness and prevention recommendations. 
Burn injuries were the focus of a recent edition. 

 Peer-reviewed journal article. 
o Characteristics of occupational burns in Oregon, 2001-2006. OWIIPP 

analyzed and compared Oregon workers’ compensation claims, medical 
only claims from a commercial insurance carrier, Oregon Burn Center 
data, and hospital discharge data for burns in order to characterize this 
injury in Oregon. The methods and findings were published in the May 
2009 edition of American Journal of Industrial Medicine. 

 
Plans 
 
OWIIPP staff will continue burn injury surveillance and prevention efforts as outlined in 
the grant. Special projects that will be continued or finalized include: 

 Continue collecting, analyzing, and interpreting burn injury data to identity new 
opportunities 

 Continue analyzing commercial insurance carrier data to identify employers and 
industries with high rates of burn injuries and disseminate findings for targeted 
intervention 

 Obtain access to cost model database to more fully explore the cost of burn 
injuries 

 Develop education/outreach materials about first aid for burn injuries with OBC 
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 Create education and outreach materials in partnership with OBC for health care 
professionals in remote parts of the state about treating minor burns and caring 
for severe burns while a patient is being transported to a burn center 

 Increase the burn injury surveillance system’s sensitivity by obtaining additional 
data sources that will capture uncompensated and non-disabling burns.  
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Fatality Assessment and Control Evaluation 
(FACE) 

 
Major accomplishments and outputs 
 
In the past year, Oregon Fatality Assessment and Control Evaluation (OR-FACE) 
augmented its surveillance through online resources by establishing a program on 
Google Alert, using several keyword groups to create a daily list of items of potential 
interest.  
 
OR-FACE networked with safety and health professionals, principally the Oregon Young 
Worker Safety and Health Coalition, presented findings at the Governor’s Occupational 
Safety and Health Conference, and hosted the national FACE conference. Outreach 
was conducted through the following publications, circulated to targeted address lists, 
conferences, and other venues:  

 Annual Report 2006. Printing: 2,000, mailed to 1,380 addressees. The annual 
report includes general program information, hazard alerts, charts, and abstracts 
for each incident.  

 An earlier safety brochure, Can you identify fatal hazards on your farm or ranch? 
was translated into Spanish. Both brochures were mailed to 236 addressees, 
along with a postage-paid card to order additional free copies. Printing is done on 
demand. In the first month from the mailing, over 1,500 copies of each brochure 
were delivered. 

 An earlier safety booklet, Young Workers: Stay Alive on the Job! was published 
in a second, updated edition. Printing: 10,000, mailed to 495 addressees, along 
with a postage-paid order card.  

 Four investigation reports were published in the past year; one is in under review. 
All reports are circulated electronically to about 200 addresses. Feedback 
indicates the reports are being used in workplace safety training locally and 
around the world. 

 
1. Mechanic killed pouring gasoline on fire 
Addressed a controversial issue regarding the use of gasoline-diesel fuel 
mixtures to start or stoke a fire at logging sites. 

 
2. Log truck driver killed when brakes fail on steep road  
Addressed an urgent issue nationwide regarding incorrect maintenance on 
automatic brake adjusters; also, a controversial issue regarding situations 
when it may be appropriate for a driver to jump from a runaway truck. 

 
3. Highway worker crushed by swinging backhoe boom 
Called for national legislation to require manufacturers to install a guard over 
foot pedals that operate the boom in some backhoe models. 

 
4. Young logger killed when yarder topples during setup 
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Outlined numerous critical factors in yarder tower stability. 
 

5. Salesman killed when forklift fell off loading dock ramp (review draft) 
Emphasized coworker communication, particularly when workers from 
different businesses work together. 

 
 OR-FACE sent a letter endorsing three proposals to improve crab boat safety to 

18 addressees, including the U.S. Coast Guard, U.S. OSHA, state officials, and 
an industry association; and posted a comment on personal flotation devices to a 
currently proposed U.S. Coast Guard regulation. 

 
Plans 
 
OR-FACE will continue its established core activities in surveillance, investigation, 
assessment, and outreach. Planned projects include the following: 

 Publish the Annual Report 2007, and prepare the Annual Report 2008. 
 Continue circulation of existing safety materials, including a second mailing of the 

safety booklet, Fallers Logging Safety (Apr 2007), for countertop distribution at 
saw shops. 

 Expand partnerships in young worker and crab boat safety. Develop new safety 
initiatives for foreign-born workers and large trucks. 

 Produce at least five investigation reports. 
 Write a self-evaluation of program performance, and an evaluation of principal 

outreach projects. 
 Publish a peer-reviewed article with a summary of 5 years of OR-FACE data 
 Augment electronic mailing lists and use of press releases. 


