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State - New York 
PI -  Kitty Gelberg; PhD, MPH 

547 River Street, Room 230, Troy, NY  12180 
 khg01@health.state.ny.us 
 
Name of Project - Occupational Health and Surveillance in New York – Fundamental Program 
 
Brief Overview of Project  
Supports general occupational surveillance activities including the occupational health 
indicators, Occupational Health Clinic Network, Occupational Lung Disease Registry, Heavy 
Metals Registry, and special projects.   
 
Major Accomplishments and Outputs (July 1, 2007 – June 30, 2008) 
Occupational Health Indicators 
• A priority index for occupational health surveillance in NYS was presented at the 

Occupational Health Surveillance Scientific Working Group meeting in January 2008. 
• 5 occupational health indicators have been calculated at the county level and are included 

annually in the NYSDOH Community Health Assessment Indicators. 
• A partnership has been developed with the NYS Workers Compensation Board, allowing for 

the sharing of Workers Compensation data for the Occupational Health Indicators. 
• Trend analyses for work-related hospitalizations from 1994 through 2005 was presented at 

the 2008 CSTE meeting. 
 
NYS Occupational Health Clinic Network 
• The state-funded Clinic Network was expanded to ten occupational health clinics. 
• Two brochures were developed to advertise the clinic network to Businesses and Workers. 
• A report describing trends, accomplishments and future plans has been drafted. 
 
Occupational Lung Disease Registry (OLDR) 
• An evaluation of the effectiveness of outreach activities for the OLDR was completed with 

changes implemented as a result. 
• Staff actively participate with the Asthma Partnership of New York, sitting on the 

environmental, surveillance and guidance team committees.  A chapter on work-related 
asthma was added to the 2007 asthma surveillance report . 

• A brochure “Is Your Asthma Work-related?” was developed and disseminated.  
• An Occupational Lung Disease Registry Fact Sheet was disseminated to physicians in NYS. 
 
Heavy Metals Registry (HMR) 
• A review of blood mercury levels reported to the HMR from 2001 through 2004 was 

presented at the 2008 CSTE meeting. 
• A study examining the effect of low blood lead levels on adverse pregnancy outcomes was 

completed.  An evaluation was conducted among women of childbearing age with low blood 
levels to learn why they are being tested and their potential exposure sources.  This was 
successfully defended as a doctoral dissertation with the SUNY Albany School of Public 
Health. 
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• Building code enforcement officers across NYS were trained by NYSDOH staff to identify 
lead exposure.  Evaluations of these trainings are being analyzed. 

• Reporting regulations for heavy metals other than lead are being updated to include sharing 
data with local public health authorities. 

• In partnership with the National Institute of Scrap Metal Recycling Industry, a Recycling 
Report and Recycling Fact Sheet were developed regarding high lead exposure during cutting 
or torch cutting of new and unpainted scrap metal. An article was submitted to Journal of 
Occupational and Environmental Hygiene for publication.  

• Gelberg KH, DePersis, R. Lead Exposure among Target Shooters. Archives of 
Environmental & Occupational Health. Accepted for publication 2008. 

 
Special Projects 
• An Occupational Surveillance web page was developed. 
• Analyses regarding occupational health disparities were conducted.  This information was 

presented at the 2008 CSTE Annual Conference. 
 
Plans for Next Year 
• Publish a trend analysis of lead reports from 1994 through 2006, blood mercury information, 

and the Clinic Network report. 
• Target a high risk population for occupational health disparities with educational materials. 
• Develop prevention information for outdoor workers.  Work with NY FACE and Pesticide 

Poisoning Registry to disseminate information. 
• Target lead exposure for renovation and remodeling activities.  
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State - New York 
PI -  Kitty Gelberg; PhD, MPH 

547 River Street, Room 230, Troy, NY  12180 
 khg01@health.state.ny.us 
Name of Project - Occupational Health and Surveillance in New York – World Trade Center 
Responders Fatality Investigation Program (WTCRFI) 
 
Brief Overview of Project  
The New York State Department of Health (NYSDOH) is the data collection center for fatalities 
occurring among World Trade Center (WTC) responders and volunteers.  Information is 
collected on any death that has occurred to any responder or volunteer who worked at the WTC 
site between 9/11/2001 and 6/30/2002.  This information includes decedent’s demographics, 
reported cause of death, health status prior to and after WTC, details of WTC exposure, and 
autopsy results.  
 
Major Accomplishments and Outputs (July 1, 2007 – June 30, 2008) 
• IRB approval was obtained from Arizona, Florida, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York 

City, New York State, and Pennsylvania. Death Certificates were collected from all the 
aforementioned states and CA, CT, GA, KS, ME, MD, MA, MI, MT, OH, SC, SD, UT, VA, 
VT, WA, WI. 

• Dr. Gelberg was appointed to the NYC Mayor’s WTC Medical Working Group. 
• Dr. Gelberg was interviewed by NY Post; NY Daily News; and NJ Radio 101.5.  Information 

about the project was included in the NIOSH e-news, the BNA, and the WTC Health 
Registry newsletter.  Information was posted on the following web sites:  9-11 List-serve, 
Asthma Moms, Daily Dispatch:  Daily News for America’s Fire Service, NYS Department of 
State Office of Fire Prevention and Control, Disaster News Network, Environmental Health 
and Safety Professional Info Center, Families of 9/11, Fealgood Foundation, 
FDNYEMSRETIREES.Org, Fire Apparatus Manufacturers' Association (FAMA), Fire 
Fighting News, Firehouse.com, Fire Scene Safety, FireFighter Close Calls, Fraternal Order of 
Police, Georgia Association of Fire Chiefs (GAFC), HHS, International Fire Marshall’s 
Association, NIOSH, NYCOSH, NYDIS, NYS Funeral Director’s Association, Occupational 
Health and Safety Journal, NYS Volunteer Ambulance and Rescue Association, Voices of 
September 11th, and Where to Turn Forum.  

• Information was disseminated to 18,000 firehouses by the US Fire Administration, to 3,000 
EMTs, to National Funeral Directors Association members via the membership bulleting and 
their magazine, and to all NYS and NJ medical examiners and coroners. 

• The number of WTC responders is unknown with estimates ranging from 40,000 to 102,000.  
Letters were sent to most of the organizations (over 200) known to respond to WTC 
requesting either a list of their responders or the number of individuals who responded from 
their organization; however, because of issues with the numbers identified, it has been 
decided to use the numbers originally developed by the WTC Health Registry (n=91,469).   

• Press releases were issued in January and March 2008.  Currently, 382 deaths have been 
identified with over 202 confirmed.  It is anticipated that the number of confirmed will 
increase dramatically now that NYC DOHMH IRB approval has been obtained, allowing for 
sharing of information from Vital Records and the WTC Health Registry. 
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• Two posters describing the data collection/community surveillance components of this 
project were presented at the 2008 Annual CSTE meeting.  One of these posters was also 
presented at NYSDOH poster day. 

 
Plans for Next Year 
• Data collection will continue.  
• A statistical analysis plan will be finalized and initial statistics will be conducted. 
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State - New York 
PI -  Kitty Gelberg; PhD, MPH 
Project Director: Julia Zhu 

547 River Street, Room 230, Troy, NY  12180 
 khg01@health.state.ny.us 
 
Name of Project - Occupational Health and Surveillance in New York – Fatality Assessment 
and Control Evaluation (FACE) 
 
Brief Overview of Project  
NYFACE investigates work-related fatalities where appropriate prevention methods or materials 
are not available. 
 
Major Accomplishments and Outputs (July 1, 2007 – June 30, 2008) 
• NYFACE initiated 8 investigations and completed 3 reports.  Partnerships were formed with 

private sector and governmental organizations for sharing information. 
• A training guide on confined space was developed and approved for publication.  It is 

designed to alert workers to hazards associated with confined spaces.  
• NYFACE collaborated with NY Logger Training and Board of Cooperative Educational 

Services  (BOCES) centers throughout NY to disseminate “Logger’s Safety Field Guide” 
developed by WVFACE.  BOCES used 500 copies as part of classroom and logging field 
education/training curriculum.   

• The “Logger’s Safety Field Guide” was revised specifically for NYS Office of Parks 
Recreation and Historical Preservation field staff logger training course.  Pre- and post-
training questionnaires were administered to all students.  Evaluation of knowledge gained is 
currently being conducted.   

• NYFACE collaborated with New York Center for Agricultural Medicine and Health 
(NYCAMH) and New York Emergency Disaster Education Network (NY EDEN) to 
disseminate Micotil 300® injury prevention information based on NIOSH publication.  An 
article was published in Country Folks weekly newspaper with 47,000 readers in the 
northeast and in New York Beef Producer Association Newsletter circulated to 1,000 readers.  
This alert was also provided to the Association of Executive Directors of the Cooperative 
Extension Association and shared with NYS farmers through regional educators. 

• 900 copies of “Tree Trimming” and “Vehicle Repair” Fact Sheets were provided to NYS 
health educators and local health departments.  Copies of “Staging Glass Crates” fact sheet 
were mailed to 101 glass/iron work companies, and local chapters of the Ironworkers Union 
and the International Union of Painters and Allied Trades.  A survey regarding usefulness of 
information indicated positive response.  

• The Mobile Equipment Safety training guide was provided to NY Parks for training field 
employees in the 12 regions; surveys conducted indicated positive response.   

• NYFACE cases were presented to NYS Association for Solid Waste Management 
conference and to the Advisory Group Meeting on NYC Construction Fatalities.  NYFACE 
products were disseminated at Capital District Construction Career Days.  

• NYFACE coordinated crane safety training through International Union of Operation 
Engineers Local 106 apprentice program in response to multiple crane fatalities in NYS.  
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Attendees, including OSHA compliance officers, praised quality and timeliness of the 
training.  

 
Impact and Significance 
• An OSHA compliance officer reported that the EHS Director for a nationwide paint 

manufacturer used a NYFACE report to develop company lockout/tagout training materials.  
No violations of the OSHA LOTO standard were identified in audit. 

• NYFACE reports and training guides were used in developing HAZWOPER (Hazardous 
Waste-site Operations and Emergency Response) Refresher course for NYSDOH technical 
and field staff.  

• NYCAMH is developing an agricultural confined space program and consulted with 
NYFACE for information on confined space hazards associated with farm operations. 

 
Plans for Next Year 
• Disseminate 2 year report to wide variety of stakeholders; prepare 5 year trend report. 
• Continue to establish innovative prevention strategies and creative dissemination techniques. 
• Pursue collaborations with young worker construction project to initiate fatality prevention 

strategies to apprentices. 
• Perform 5 inspections and 4 other injury-prevention products. 
• Continue collaborations established for logging, confined space, agriculture and crane safety. 
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State - New York 
PI -  Kitty Gelberg; PhD, MPH 
Project Director – Robert Stone, Ph.D.  

547 River Street, Room 230, Troy, NY  12180 
 khg01@health.state.ny.us 
 
Name of Project - Occupational Health and Surveillance in New York – Pesticide Poisoning 
Registry 
 
Brief Overview of Project  
The Pesticide Poisoning Registry (PPR) was established in 1990 and requires a) physicians and 
health facilities to report suspected or confirmed pesticide poisonings, and b) clinical laboratories 
to report depressed acetlycholinesterase results, indicative of some pesticide exposures, within 
48 hours.  Intervention is structured around individual reports.  These may indicate an 
unanticipated hazard of a new product or the first report of a cluster of cases.  The interview is an 
opportunity to discuss the hazards of pesticides, and ways to reduce or eliminate exposure 
through IPM, product substitution or use of protective equipment.  In cases of occupational 
exposures or clusters, an industrial hygiene consultation is available.  
 
Major Accomplishments and Outputs (July 1, 2007 – June 30, 2008) 
Outreach 
• Information about the PPR was provided in the NYC Department of Health and Mental 

Hygiene mosquito surveillance and control plan. 
• Patient Services/Risk Management at NYS hospitals were informed of the mandate to report.  

A liaison at each hospital was identified for obtaining information on future cases.  
• Migrant clinics received sun/safety glasses and fotonovelas in English and Spanish with the 

overall message of "Protecting your eyes" for distribution to migrant workers.  The campaign 
was successful with many clinics requesting additional materials.  Some clinics used these in 
conjunction with Eye Health and Safety Training for migrant workers. 

• A Power Point presentation was created to increase the medical community's awareness of 
the PPR and provide information on recognition of pesticide poisoning symptoms and signs.  

• Reminder notification of reporting requirements have been placed annually in MCO provider 
newsletters. 

• As a result of an Industrial Hygiene site visit to an indoor horticultural facility, a fact sheet 
discussing methods to reduce or minimize exposure to pesticides during this operation was 
developed and is available in Spanish.  Copies of this fact sheet will be sent to all registered 
indoor horticulture facilities in NYS.  The PPR worked collaboratively with the NYS 
Departments of Environmental Conservation, Labor and Agriculture and Markets to develop 
and disseminate the fact sheet.   

• The Hazard Alert: Total Release Foggers was completed.  
• Staff presented a one hour (ICEU) program to approximately 100 certified applicators 

addressing the use of PPE, including the advantages, disadvantages and limitations of the 
equipment, at a Cornell Cooperative Extension Education Day program. 
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Data 
• A review of the data from 1999 through 2006 was completed and is being formatted for 

inclusion on the PPR web page . 
• The SPIDER (SENSOR Pesticide Incident Data Entry and Reporting) database application 

was updated to include new EPA Pesticide product data as of November 2007.  Additional 
user interface improvements were added to allow resizing of data entry forms for users of 
large flat panel monitors.  

 
Plans for Next Year 
• SPIDER will be updated with new EPA product data in November 2008.  In addition, new 

data validation routines are being added. 
• PPR staff have been working with Preparedness and IT staff to obtain poison control center 

data related to pesticide exposures.  
• Annual pre-season outreach will continue next year.  
 


