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Brief Overview of Project  The goal of the Louisiana Occupational Health and Injury 
Surveillance program is to strengthen the Louisiana Office of Public Health’s capacity to 
conduct population-based surveillance of specified occupational health indicators using 
existing data systems. Since its inception, the program has initiated and developed 
considerable capacity and ability to conduct occupational health surveillance.  Activities 
accomplished include identifying and obtaining access to relevant datasets, compiling 
and analyzing data for occupational health indicators, describing and assessing the uses 
and limitations of a variety of data sources, and developing occupational health partners.  
 
Accomplishments: 
Obtained and assessed the following data sources 

• Inpatient Hospital Discharge   
• Vital Records: Mortality  
• Tumor Registry 
• Poison Control Center 
• Laboratory data (Lead, and other heavy metals: Arsenic, Cadmium, 

Mercury) 
• Workers’ Compensation Data 
• Bureau of Labor Statistics: Census of Fatal Occupational Injuries (CFOI), 

Survey of Occupational Injuries & Illnesses (SOII), and demographic data. 
Assessment of data sources included: data collection processes, variable coding, quality 
and completeness of the data as it pertains to occupational health surveillance, and other 
issues specific to each data source.  In addition, surveillance databases to receive the data 
and data management software programs to process and manage the records were 
developed. 
 
Analyzed the 13 grant-funded occupational health indicators for 2001 - 2005 and 
reported data to CSTE for inclusion in the Occupational Health Indicator Report.  



 
Indicator and occupational health publications, reports and fact sheets were 
disseminated via mailings/emails, website postings, conferences, and meetings: 

• Acute Pesticide Poisoning Among Agricultural Workers in the United States, 
1998-2005.  G Calvert, J Karnik, L Mehler, J Beckman, B Morrissey, J Sievert, R 
Barrett, M Lackovic, L Mabee, A Schwartz, Y Mitchell, S Moraga-McHaley,  
Manuscript submitted for publication. 

• Acute Pesticide Poisoning in the U.S. Retail Industry, 1998–2004. G Calvert, A 
Petersen, J Sievert, L Mehler, R Das, L Harter, C Romoli, A Becker, C Ball, D 
Male, A Schwartz, M Lackovic.  Public Health Reports. March/April. 122(2); 
232-244, 2007 

• Carbon Monoxide Exposure in Office Building Sickens Employees – Louisiana, 
2007.  Louisiana Morbidity Report, May-June 2007. 

• Death at Work: A Review of 10-Years of Work-Related Fatality Data, Louisiana 
Morbidity Report, November – December 2006  

• Worker Health Alert –Bronchiolitis Obliterans among Food Manufacturing 
Workers, Louisiana Morbidity Report, September – October 2006 

Reports/Fact Sheets: 
• Report on Louisiana’s Occupational Health Indicators 
• Occupational Injury and Illness in Louisiana: An Evaluation of the Office of 

Workers’ Compensation’s Data.   
• Metal Fume Fever: Description & Case Review  
• Health Problems and Diacetyl (Butter Flavor Chemical) Used in Flavoring 

Manufacturing Companies  
• Information for Healthcare Professionals: Lead, Arsenic, Cadmium, and Mercury 

 
 
Developed an Advisory Group - The Louisiana Occupational Health Surveillance 
Workgroup was formed with representation from OPH Program Directors, academicians 
from two local Schools of Public Health, and the state OSHA program.  Members advise 
the Occupational Health & Injury Surveillance Program on programmatic issues and 
assist in the enhancement and promotion of occupational health activities within OPH.  
An occupational health internship program for public health students was developed with 
Tulane University’s and Louisiana State University’s School of Public Health. 
 
Plans for Next Year 
The Louisiana Occupational Health and Injury Surveillance program was awarded an 
additional 2 years of funding (7/2008 – 6/2010). Funding will be used to further evaluate 
work-related diseases and injuries occurring in Louisiana, strengthen our occupational 
health partnerships, and implement outreach activities targeting high risk workers and 
industries.  
 
 


